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YET DJIJIMK CTYJAEHTTEPJVH KbITAW TUJIMHJETY BEJTMCU3 TACCUBJIYY
CYWIOMIOPAY "#£" MEPOIJIMOTYY CYUJIOM KATAPBI XAHBUIBILI
KOJIAOHYIIYHYH CEBEIITEPUH TAJIIOO

AHAJIA3 ITPUYHMH, 110 KOTOPBIM MHOCTPAHHBIE CTYAEHTBI HEIIPABUJIBHO
NCIIOJIB3YIOT HEMAPKMPOBAHHBIE ITACCUBHBIE MMPEAJIOXEHMA B KUTAUCKOM

SI3BIKE KAK IPEJUIOXKEHUS C «#»

ANALYZING THE REASONS WHY INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS MISUSE
UNMARKED PASSIVE SENTENCES IN CHINESE AS "BEI" SENTENCES

Kbickaua mune3aeme: KbiTail THUIMHUH MACCUBIUK CYWISMISPYH YHPSHYYOS YeT SmK3IyK
CTYJIEHTTEPIMH H KEHUPU TapairaH K3irdiy — benrucus nmaccupmuk cyindmadpay —#%l uepormmdryy
CYII3MASp KaTapbl KaHBUIBII KOJJOHYY. Belrucus maccuBmuk cyindmadp xama —#l wepormudryy
CYi3madp GoroHua Oyra YelrH KSMTSTSH M3IISansp O0IroHy MEeHeH, anapIblH 34 OMpH CTYICHTTEPINH
JKQHBUIBIII KOJIIOHYY K3HI3MyH TOJIyK uede ajraH 3Mec. byl Makaja cajblUThIpMalyy TWI HIIMMH,
KAHBUIBIIITHIKTBl AHANM3A33 TEOPHSICHl, CEMAHTHKA CHUIKTYY TEOPHSIApAbl jKaHa bIKMalapAbl KOJAOHYI,
OeJIruCcH3 MacCHBIMK CYHI3MASPAYH kana —#¥| nepornudryy cyindMaspayH STHIITEPHHUH 33r3U3IyKTSpyH
JKaHa CeMaHTHKAJIBIK OemrvneprH Taktar, lleknn yHuBepcnteTnHrH CCL 3amaHOar KbITail THIIMHUH KOPITYCY
nerusunge {lonGoop) A menrssnunzerd 282 >Tuinti KiaccuduKanusiarad. Anap Tek
OeNrucu3 MacCUBIMK CYMI3MASPra TaHa KUpe airad sTHITep, Tek — | nepormudryy cyindmasprd rana
TaaHJyy 3THIUTEDP, KU TYPAYY CYMISMId TeH TaaHAyy STHUIITEP, 3KU TYPAYY CYWISMI3 TEH TaaHIyy
00100r0H STHIITED OOMYNm T3PT TOMKO O3MyHrd3H. Yer SMKSMyK CTYyIEHTTEpAWH OENTHCH3 TACCHUBIHUK
cyimdmadpny —##l mepormudTyy CyindMadp KaTapel KaHBLIBII KOJIOHYIIYHYH CEOENTEPHH STHIITEPMH
TYpryCyHaH aHajM3lercH. byn M3uinndd CTyACHTTEPAMH MbIHJAW >KaHBUIBIITHIKTAPBIH JKAKIIBIPAAK YEUYYrd
*Kapjam Oepe anar.

AnnoTtamus: HaubGonee pacnpocTpaHeHHOW MpoOJIeMOl y WHOCTPAHHBIX CTYJIEHTOB TIpH
HU3YyUCHUN KHTaUuCKHX ITaCCUBHbBIX MMpEAJIOKCHUN SABJISICTCS HCIIPaBUIJIBHOC HUCIIOJIB30BaHUC
HEMAapKUPOBAHHBIX MACCHBHBIX NpELIOKEHUH B (Qopme mpemnoxkenuil ¢ yactuneii "f%". Hecmorps Ha
MHOT'OYHCJIEHHBIE UCCIIEJOBAHMS HEMAapKUPOBAaHHBIX ACCUBHBIX MPEIUIOKEHUH U MPEAJIOKEHUN C YaCTULEH
"#£", HM OJHO M3 HMX HE CMOIJIO JOJUKHBIM 00pPa30M PEIIMThH MPOOJIEMY HENPABHIBLHOTO HCIOJIb30BAHMS
CTyA€HTaMu. B 1aHHOW cTaTbe OCHOBHOE BHHUMAHHE YAEISETCS TEOPETHUYECKUM M METOIOJOIMYECKHM
acreKTaM KOHTPAaCTHBHOM JIMHTBUCTUKH, aHaJIW3y OIIMOOK M CeMaHTHUKU. Mcmonbp3ys Takue Teopuu M
METOABI, KaK CPaBHUTEJIHOE S3bIKO3HAHHME, TEOpHs aHaju3a OIIMOOK M CEMaHTHKa, B JAHHOH cTaTbe
YTOUHEHBI OCOOCHHOCTHM M CEMaHTHYECKHE OCOOEHHOCTH TIJIaroJIOB HEOINPEIENCHHBIX MacCUBHBIX
npeUIoKeHuil U nepornuduUuecKkux mpeaoxkeHuii «#¥», a Takxke kaaccupuIUpoBaHsl 282 TiIaroaa ypoBHs
«IIpoexT» A. Ha ocHOBe coBpemeHHoro kuraiickoro kopmyca CCL Ilexkunckoro ynusepcutera. C TOUKH
3pC€HUA TJ1arojioB ObLTH IMpOoaHAJIM3UPOBAHbI IMTPUYMHBI HECIIPABUJIBHOI'O MCIIOJIB30BaHUSA HEMAPKHUPOBAHHLIX
NACCUBHBIX MPEIIOKEHUH KK MPeIOKeHUi ¢ yacTuiel "#%" MHOCTpaHHBIMU CTYJIEHTAMH, YTOOBI JIydllle
PELUTh JaHHYIO Ipoliemy.

Abstract: The most common problem for international students learning Chinese passive
sentences is the misuse of unmarked passive sentences as "bei" sentences. Despite numerous studies on
unmarked passive sentences and "bei" sentences, none have effectively addressed the issue of students'
misuse. This paper draws on theories and methods from contrastive linguistics, error analysis, and semantics.
It examines the characteristics and semantic features of verbs in unmarked passive sentences and "bei"
sentences, using the modern Chinese corpus of Peking University (CCL) as a basis. A classification was
conducted on 282 verbs from the Grade A word list of the "Outline," categorizing them into four types: verbs
that can only be used in unmarked passive sentences, verbs that can only be used in "bei" sentences, verbs
that can be used in both types of sentences, and verbs that cannot be used in either type. The reasons for
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international students' misuse of unmarked passive sentences as "bei" sentences were analyzed from the
perspective of verbs, aiming to better address this issue.

Herusru co31ep: 4eT 3MKAIYK CTy[AeHTTep; OeNrucu3 NaccuBauK cyindmadp; —#l uepormudryy cyitndmadp;
JKaHBUIBIII KOJJOHYY.

KuioueBble cji0Ba: MHOCTPAHHBIE CTYJEHTHI, HEMAapKUPOBAHHBIC MACCUBHBIC MPEAJIOKCHUS;
IpeUIoKEH s ¢ yacTHIel "#§"; HenpaBUILHOE HCTIONE30BaHME.

Keywords: international students; unmarked passive sentences; sentences with the particle "#";

misuse.

Passive sentences have always been a challenging aspect of learning Chinese for international
students. Their common issue is the misuse of unmarked passive sentences as "bei" sentences. This paper
first classifies 282 Grade A verbs from the "Outline of Chinese Vocabulary and Chinese Characters Level”
(hereinafter referred to as the "Outline™) based on the "criteria for verbs that can be used in unmarked passive
sentences" and the "criteria for verbs that can be used in 'bei' sentences." The verbs are categorized into those
that can be used in unmarked passive sentences, those that can be used in "bei" sentences, and those that

cannot be used in either type of sentence. Subsequently, in the Peking University CCL corpus, the overlap
between verbs that can be used in unmarked passive sentences and those that can be used in "bei" sentences
is examined. From this overlap, verbs are further classified into "verbs that can only be used in unmarked
passive sentences™ and "verbs that can only be used in 'bei' sentences.” For convenience in writing, we have
adjusted the above results in this paper.

. Classification Criteria for Verbs that Can Be Used in Unmarked Passive Sentences

The only specialized study on verbs that can be used in unmarked passive sentences is "Unmarked
Passive Sentences and Verb Classes" by Wang Canlong (1998: 15-19). Another significant related study is
"Explorations in the Grammar of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language" by Ly Wenhua (2008). Ly
Wenhua used descriptive methods to study the characteristics of verbs and nouns in the two sentence
structures but provided little analysis of verbs in unmarked passive sentences. The main content of Wang
Canlong's article is summarized briefly in this paper. He pointed out the following:

(1) The semantic features of verbs that express actions of animate entities, allowing them to enter
unmarked passive sentences, are [+controllable, +strong action, +resultative].

(2)  Among verbs that express actions of inanimate entities, the most typical and common are those
describing actions caused by natural forces. Due to their semantic features of [+strong action, +resultative],
they can also enter unmarked passive sentences.

(3) Verbs describing actions caused by various machines and other objects can also be considered
as verbs expressing actions of inanimate entities.

(4) Some objects cannot perform certain actions on their own, but they can sometimes have a
significant impact on the people or things that come into contact with them (i.e., they can be resultative).

In comparison, Wang Canlong's summary of verb characteristics in unmarked passive sentences is
more straightforward to grasp. Therefore, this paper primarily adopts Wang Canlong's analysis as the main
basis for classifying verbs in unmarked passive sentences, with Lii Wenhua's research providing
supplementary insights. This study solely considers whether verbs can enter passive sentences (including
unmarked passive sentences and "bei" sentences), excluding considerations such as whether passive verbs
are followed by complements, dynamic particles, or the types of complements and dynamic particles used.

We believe that by studying verbs at a certain level in the "Outline," similarities and differences in
verbs entering unmarked passive sentences and "bei" sentences can be summarized. Therefore, verbs
selected for analysis in this paper are primarily based on the "Outline," specifically Grade A words (1033 in
total), which are explicitly labeled as "verbs" or have other parts-of-speech annotations (totaling 282 verbs).
To ensure objectivity and scientific rigor in classification, each word underwent retrieval in the Peking
University CCL Modern Chinese Corpus. Among these, 16 verbs are exclusively used in unmarked passive
sentences, namely; handle (7}), change (ﬂ%g# erform (&), arrive (%), send (%), review (& 2]), be
responsible for (f1797), return ([al), start ( g‘ﬁ), leave (&), trouble (L), try Ziit), count (%&;, be
accustomed to (= 15), study (%), stand (i#).

Upon examining these verbs, we found that most of them commonly take inanimate nouns as
objects, rather than animate ones, reflecting a preference for subjects with [+human] characteristics over
those with [-human] traits (Xu Dan, 2004).

Il. Classification Criteria for Verbs that Can Be Used in ""bei** Sentences

In the literature we gathered, there are numerous articles discussing predicate verbs in "bei"
sentences, though specialized studies are relatively scarce. Notably thorough among them are Fan Xiao's
(2006: 79-89) "Semantic Characteristics of Predicate Verbs in 'bei' Sentences" and Lii Wenhua's (2008)



"Explorations in the Grammar of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language." As mentioned earlier, Lii
Wenhua's classification criteria were challenging for us to apply during our analysis. Therefore, for
classifying verbs in "bei" sentences, we adopt a similar approach: Fan Xiao's analysis serves as the primary
classification criterion, supplemented by Lii Wenhua's research. According to Fan Xiao's perspective, the
classification criteria for verbs entering "bei" sentences are summarized as follows:

(1) Typical predicate verbs in "bei" sentences are characterized by [+valency], meaning they are
either transitive or trivalent verbs, with a prevalence of transitive verbs.

(2) A small number of monovalent verbs can also appear as predicate verbs in "bei" sentences
under specific conditions.

Among the 282 verbs we examined, there are 28 verbs that can only enter "bei" sentences but not
unmarked passive sentences. These verbs include: love (%), help (#5Bf), compare (kt), compare (L£#%),
express (FK7R), praise (F#7), bring (47), act (1st tone) (1), drop (3£), oppose (5 XT), visit (15 1)), care (%
i), welcome (W), plan (1%, enter (), test (FR), lead (%), crawl (T€), think (AR), agree (&),
L*rn;te(l #£), hope (#’ﬁz) laugh (58), need (5 &), request (Z3K), influence (&2 ﬂ[’]) exercise (;gzjj) p0|nt(

Some of these words are not commonly used in "bei" sentences, but we have indeed found such
instances in our corpus. Besides the distinctions discussed in the studies of Wang Canlong and Fan Xiao
regarding verbs that can only enter unmarked passive sentences, there is another significant difference: in
sentences where these verbs form the object, both animate and inanimate objects can coexist.

From the analysis above, we know that verbs restricted to unmarked passive sentences commonly
take inanimate nouns as objects. In contrast, verbs restricted to "bei" sentences can take both animate and
inanimate nouns as objects. When these objects become subjects of the passive construction, subjects in
unmarked passive sentences are often inanimate, whereas subjects in "bei" sentences can be either animate or
inanimate. This indicates a higher likelihood of using "bei" in sentences where animate objects serve as
subjects compared to sentences with inanimate subjects.IIl. Verbs that Can Enter Both Unmarked
Passive Sentences and "'bei**Sentences

There are 156 verbs that can enter both unmarked passive sentences and "bei" sentences. They
include:

arrange (Z2#E), place (3%), move (%), hold (#2), perform (RIL), wipe (}ﬁ) visit (Z), check (),
sing (18), eat ("z), draw (#), wear (%Ff) blow (), hit gT wear (?ﬂ%\ }pornt (2), throw (&), understand (
{£), move (3)), read (1*) exermse( 4‘) be hungry(L ) dlscover( turn over (&), translate (%]]ri;

put ( 2 divide ( enrich $EE. ), change (2&), change (227%), do (:F do (4%), tell (&), give (
scrape (&), han (? ), turn of %), broadcast (I &), shout SUJ'R) dnnkg ), spend (1€ % paint ([ return(
%), change € ég answer (EZ ather %A) s ueeze (3%), send (2), remember r (ic), contlnue (4 22),
add ), thsist (1% $5), check ( ) see JL, buu Lu) speak (i), hand over(Q %), teach (2 educateE
cal(ﬂ ), connect ﬁ) en so ve ( 2 borrow (18), introduce (FT4H), conduct (é lift
ZJS) decide (R5E), open( ), look E) puII (HI), use #1FH), contact (- %), bright (38), understand (7 ),

stay (), buy (3£), sell (32), take (&), read (,.,\) slap (39), send (4)K), run (@), bump (i), criticize (?ﬂ:ﬁ)

bre%k (F% ;[L(])lel(?‘?)(ﬁlll?wte (tua) ge%iﬂyﬁ ( Eﬂ? let ( 1 Hi)Ot (ﬁh),t reﬁzo) n Czje (mﬂ& ) r)noI unt g ;
roduce e ractice realize use collec idy u &), lose
Eleerg( >¥ say (it), explain F:n (1584 *send (%), cou*nt() ra(lse( talk W(u() dlsg{rssp(% ug) kick E%
mention

12 EJEItﬂﬁth, f), retreat
(:R), take o I(?Rp)ro(\:lgng klce'?e)(Lr;JZ (plgy I%J‘??LS gorsggtp(, E%aps?(ssﬁl(]) li I?—EO—rR’T) was gﬁ’ﬁs) (ov?/nre S
believe (#815), want (&), write S’a‘? learn % >1), study erform (G&EH), want (), think (1«17‘3
W|n g{ ), use (Fﬁ&eprewew i >1), forgive é_,‘l‘ﬁ) mcrease (12 l]) exhibit (& % Jh) occu ) master gﬁ

Walk (ﬁ) organlze ((:Q%rg/\s’ ), ZH)n(s)nl (%[I live (1), pay attention (X&), install (%), prépare (&

Through the analysis of these 156 words we have identified the following characteristics: whether
monosyllabic or disyllabic, in a standalone sentence, they cannot be bare verbs when used in both sentence
structures. This means they must be followed by complement elements or dynamic particles (although in
context-rich sentences or repetitive "bei" structures, they may appear as bare verbs); they exhibit strong
actionality, which when followed by complement elements or dynamic particles can indicate resultant effect
or causality; they are mostly polyvalent; there are few polysemous words, generally they are pure verbs, with
only 36 out of the 156 words being polysemous, accounting for 23.07% of the total. Among these
polysemous words, verbs doubling as nouns are the most frequent, comprising 75% of all polysemous words;
verbs doubling as adjectives account for 13.89%; while verbs doubling as auxiliary verbs and prepositions
make up 11.11% of all polysemous words.From the above analysis, it is evident that there are relatively few
polysemous words among verbs that can be used in both sentence structures. Of these, verbs functioning as
nouns and adjectives—essentially as verbs with other real-word meanings—make up the vast majority,
totaling 88.89%, with verbs functioning as auxiliary verbs and prepositions representing only a small portion,
or 11.11% of the total.

These are the general characteristics of these words. However, there is an exception: "be hungry"” (’



"). While it is not as strongly actional as other words, it shares a causative feature similar to "tired" ('2").
When combined with the character "#£" (‘bei’), "i#&" (be hungry') can form a "bei" sentence. Furthermore,

"be hungry" (') expresses a negative meaning, which aligns with the predominantly negative connotations
of "bei" sentences, possibly explaining why "™ (‘be hungry') can be used in "bei" sentences.

IV. Verbs that Cannot Enter Either Unmarked Passive Sentences or "bei"* Sentences

There are a total of 82 verbs that cannot enter either unmarked passive sentences or "bei" sentences.
They include:

Competition (tt%};kchange (Z214t), illness (4%), not as good as (A~80), participate (&), differ (Z

), towards become arrive_late (ARZl), go out depart appear (H1), plan
represent %@%) obtain 31'(% )wart I0\$v fﬁji towards((%‘)) ; en(H;i ) c%rhvemejatj) & (H%:g
serve (HE’L tutor (4#<3), should (ﬁ) 'feel (,., =), catch a cold (,., B), th nk (% 152 hap py (.—, %), wrth(

, work ( 1%), enough’ (%), relatlonshlg (%), pass (), seem like (!IH% can 7:; conversation (Ktﬁ
) |ve (), moving (,EQZJJ) 0 through (1), feel $Ju1=f) cough (BzHR), o ite %_ comeg ;
work (77 2)]), for example ( Jllié ractlce (%C—J) inish(3rd toné (T), tlow (,;.L trave (F&1T), not
warm E£$ , afraid (1 EI) start (&2), few ), live' (K£7E), win (1EF), be (), die lie down Zﬁl’]) ach e
#£), dictation (7 E), through (JE) co ete (5%), for (2nd tone) (jj) for (4th tone 7’3) for the sake of
g like (), towards ([A1), thank you (LETIET) work hard (3FE), 90 (1), surname (24 S rest (A &), have (
), willing to (B &), goodbye (B L), at (¥£), long (), wish (1), do (E).

The characteristics of the above 82 verbs are as follows: most cannot take objects, are non-
resultative, and are highly polysemous. Among these 82 verbs, polysemous verbs account for 51.22%, which
is much higher compared to the 21.16% found in verbs that can enter both types of sentences. Moreover,
among polysemous verbs, 66.66% are verbs that also function as nouns and adjectives, whereas 33.33% are
verbs that function as auxiliary verbs or prepositions. This distribution is significantly higher than the
13.79% found among verbs that can enter both sentence types. From this analysis, we can conclude that
polysemy is more prevalent among verbs that cannot enter both types of sentences, with verbs that function
as nouns and adjectives making up 66.66% of the total, and verbs that function as auxiliary verbs or
prepositions making up 33.33%.

Comparing with verbs that can enter both types of sentences mentioned above, we can conclude that
simple verbs are more likely to enter passive sentences than polysemous verbs. Verbs that also function as
nouns and adjectives are more likely to enter passive sentences than verbs that function as auxiliary verbs or
prepositions.

Next, we will summarize the proportions of these various types of verbs and the proportion of
polysemous verbs within each type. See Table 1 for details.

Table 1
oportion and gquantity the proportion and number of
concurrent words in this type of words
e the
Classification . the
proportion . i
oferbs . proportion and the proportion
and quantity
number of verbs | and nimber of verbs
of words of .
this type and _ other | and  other  function
substantive words
words
can only be 5.67% 37.5% (6)
used in  unmarked 16 83.33% 16.67%
passive sentences 5 1
0,
can only be 9.93% 39'290& (11) 5
used in "bei" sentences 28 28'91/0 2'09/"
0,
55 32 23.07% (36)
both  sentence % 88.89% 11.11%
patterns can be entered 32 4
156
neither sentence | o, 29.08 51.22% (42)
pattern can be entered ° 82 66.66% 33.33%
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total 282 _— —

V. Summary
Through the analysis of the above verbs, we can draw the following conclusions:
Firstly, verbs that can only enter into unmarked passive sentences are relatively few,
and these verbs often take non-living nouns as their objects. Therefore, unmarked passive
sentences are more strictly limited in terms of the type of object they can take compared to "#§
" sentences.
Secondly, verbs that can only enter into "#" sentences do not have strict restrictions on their
objects; they
can take both animate and inanimate objects. This means that the subject of a "#" sentence
can be either animate or inanimate.

Thirdly, verbs that can enter into both sentence structures constitute a large proportion.
Among the 282 Grade A verbs in the "Outline," they make up more than half. This situation
often confuses students who may not know whether to use an unmarked passive sentence or
a "#{" sentence. Additionally, our teaching
emphasizes the "#§" sentence for expressing passivity, which contributes to why students often
misuse

unmarked passive sentences as "#" sentences.
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