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KBIPTbI3 PECITYBJIMKACBHIHBIH )XOI'OPKY OKVY JXKAMJIAPBIHJIAT'BI KOIL THJIIUK
XKXAHA KOIl TWIAUK I''TOBAJIM3ALIA HIAPTBIHJA

JIBYSI3BIYME U MHOI'OSI3bIYME B BBICIIMX YUEBHBIX 3ABEJIEHUAX KBIPTBI3CKOM
PECITYBJIMKN B KOHTEKCTE I'JTOBAJIM3AIINN

BILINGUALISM AND MULTILINGUALISM IN HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
OF THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC IN THE CONTEXT OF GLOBALIZATION

Kpickaua MYHO316M0O: AanaMnamyy A00pyHIAa KOl TWIIAYYJYK JXKaHa Kol THIAYYJIYK, ©3rodo
Keiprez PecryOnukacel ChISIKTYY ap TYPAYY TWIIUK TeW3axaapbl Oap eNKeneple e3reye MaaHure 33
6onyyna. JKoropky OwnmMm Oepyy cucTeMachlHAa OWp Hede TWINEPAWH — KBIPTbI3, OpyC >KaHa aHTJINC
TWIACPUHUH OONYIIy KBIHBIHYBLIBIKTAPABI 12, MYMKYHYYJIYKTOPAY Aa Kapartar. bynm Makamaga KbIprbi3
YHUBEPCUTECTTEPUHIECTH KOII TWIAYYJYKTYH »KaHa KONl TWJIAYYJYKTYH POy HW3WIJACHUIl, IYyHHOIYK
TCHACHIUATIaPpAbIH THJI CascCaTbIHA, OMJINM 66pYY IpaKTUKacblHa »KaHa JMHIBUCTUKAJIBIK J'IaHI[H.Ia(i)TKa
TUWTH3TeH Taacwpu Kapanar. Wsunpee omioHmod sne 3amanOanm OwmnmuMm  Oepyy JkaHa TIOOANIBIK
KOMMYHUKaUAAa 4€uyy4dy pojiay OMHOTOH aQHTJINC THIIH CBIAKTYY 3JI apaliblK THJIACPAX WHTCTPAlrAI0010
9HE TWJICPUH KOJJIOHYYHY CaKTOO KeureinepyH Oaca OenrumieidT. Makasaia OMIOH/0N 3Jie YHUBEPCUTETTED
aaJlaMJallIKaH ,Z[YﬁHGL[G CTYACHTTCPANH AKaAACMUAIBIK JXdHAa KECHUIITUK KCJICUCTHUH KOropyjiaTyy YUYH KoIl
TWIAYYJAYKTY KaHTHIT KOJJIOHCO O0JIOpYy Kapasar.

AnHotamusi: B »smnoxy rmobamuzanuu ABYS3bIYME W MHOTOS3BIYME CTAaHOBSTCS Bce Oolee
3Ha4YUMBIMH, 0COOEHHO B CTpaHax C paBHOO6paSHLIMI/I SA3bIKOBBIMHA J'IaH,Z[H_Ia(i)TaMI/I, TaKMMH KaK KBIpFBISCKaH
Pecny6nm<a. Hannane HeCKOTBKHX SI3EIKOB — KBIPTBI3CKOT' O, PYCCKOI'O U aHTJIMHCKOTO — B CHCTEME BBICIIIETO
00pa3oBaHMsl MPE/ACTABIISIET KaK MPOOJEMbI, TaK M BO3MOXXHOCTH. B 3TOH craThe paccMarpuBaeTcsi poib
ABYS3bIUUA U MHOT'OS3bIUNA B KbIPIBI3CKUX YHHUBCPCUTETAX, U3YUACTCA BIIUSAHUC r100aabHBIX TeH)IeH]_II/Iﬁ Ha
SI3BIKOBYIO ITOJIMTHUKY, 06pa30BaTenLHy}0 IMMPAKTHUKY U SI3LIKOBOM J'IaH,[[IIIa(l)T. B HCCICAOBAHUHN TaKXKEC
MMOAYCPKUBAIOTCA HpO6J’IeMI)I nogacpKanus HCIIOJIb30BaHUs POJHBIX SI3bIKOB nmpu HUHTCrpanun
MEKYHAPOJHBIX SI3bIKOB, TAKUX KaK AHIVIMKACKHMM, KOTOPBIA MIPAcT pPElIAOIYI0 pOJib B COBPEMEHHOM
06p3,30BaHI/II/I U T100aabHON KOMMYHUKAIUH. B craTbe Takke paccMaTpuBacCTCA, KaK YHUBCPCUTCTBI MOT'YT
HCIIOJIB30BaTh MHOTOA3BIYUC JJIA YIIYUIICHUA aKaACMUYCCKUX U HpO(i)eCCI/IOHaHBHBIX NEPCHEKTUB CTYACHTOB
B IN100aIM30BaHHOM MHpE.

Abstract: In the era of globalization, bilingualism and multilingualism are becoming increasingly
significant, particularly in countries with diverse linguistic landscapes such as the Kyrgyz Republic. The
presence of multiple languages — Kyrgyz, Russian, and English — within the higher education system
presents both challenges and opportunities. This article explores the role of bilingualism and multilingualism
in Kyrgyz universities, examining the impact of global trends on language policies, educational practices,
and the linguistic landscape. The study also highlights the challenges of maintaining the use of native
languages while integrating international languages such as English, which plays a crucial role in modern
education and global communication. The article also considers how universities can leverage
multilingualism to enhance students' academic and professional prospects in a globalized world.
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Introduction

In the context of globalization, linguistic
diversity in the Kyrgyz Republic is increasingly
under pressure, especially in higher education.
The country, which officially recognizes Kyrgyz
and Russian as state languages, also faces the
growing prominence of English in academic and
professional domains. English has become a
global lingua franca, facilitating communication
and cooperation in various fields such as science,
technology, business, and culture. However, this
trend has led to concerns about the potential
erosion of native languages, particularly Kyrgyz,
which faces challenges in maintaining its use and
importance in an increasingly globalized world.
This article aims to examine the dynamics of
bilingualism and multilingualism in Kyrgyz
universities, exploring how these phenomena
contribute to the academic success and future
opportunities of students while preserving the
linguistic and cultural heritage of the country.

Bilingualism and  Multilingualism in
Kyrgyzstan's Higher Education System

Higher education institutions in the Kyrgyz
Republic are places where language policies are
most visibly enacted, as they shape students'
linguistic competencies for the future. The use of
multiple languages — Kyrgyz, Russian, and
increasingly English — creates a complex
linguistic environment that both reflects and
influences the educational landscape.

1. The Role of Kyrgyz and Russian
Languages

Kyrgyz, as the state language, is promoted in
public life, but Russian continues to serve as a
vital medium of instruction in many universities.
Russian, as the language of the Soviet era,
remains entrenched in academia, particularly in
technical, scientific, and medical disciplines.
However, the growing trend of promoting the
Kyrgyz language in education reflects efforts to
preserve national identity and cultural heritage. In
universities, many students are required to study
both Kyrgyz and Russian, and bilingual education
programs aim to enhance proficiency in both
languages.

2. The
Education

Influence of English in Higher
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English has become an indispensable language
in the globalized world of academia. In
Kyrgyzstan, English is increasingly used in
universities for subjects like business, economics,
engineering, and international relations. English-
language programs, often offered in partnership
with international universities, provide students
with opportunities to engage with global academic
networks. The widespread use of English in
academic texts, journals, and online resources also
enhances access to global knowledge and
research, which is vital for maintaining academic
competitiveness in a rapidly changing world.

3. Challenges of Multilingualism

Despite the advantages of bilingualism and
multilingualism, there are challenges to managing
the linguistic diversity in higher education
institutions in Kyrgyzstan. One of the main
challenges is the potential marginalization of
Kyrgyz, as students and professors increasingly
turn to Russian and English for academic
purposes. In some fields, Russian and English are
seen as more relevant for future careers, which
may lead students to undervalue their native
language. Another challenge is the lack of
sufficient resources and trained personnel to
deliver high-quality education in Kyrgyz, which
can contribute to the unequal distribution of
educational opportunities across linguistic groups.

The Impact of Globalization on Language
Use in Kyrgyzstan

Globalization has led to significant changes in
the linguistic landscape of many countries, and
Kyrgyzstan is no exception. The impact of
globalization on the higher education system is
complex, as it both challenges and enriches local
languages and cultures.

1. Increased Demand for English

The global prevalence of English as the
primary language of international business,
technology, and diplomacy has made it a key
language in the academic domain. In Kyrgyzstan,
English is not only essential for international
cooperation but also for academic and
professional advancement. Universities that offer
courses and programs in English attract students
from both within and outside the country,
expanding their global reach and academic
collaboration. As a result, there is a growing



demand for English-language proficiency, which
is increasingly seen as an essential skill for young
professionals.

2. Cultural and Linguistic Tensions

The push for English language education can
create tensions with efforts to preserve native
languages. While English opens doors to global
knowledge and opportunities, it also risks
overshadowing Kyrgyz and, to a lesser extent,
Russian. This tension highlights the need for a
careful balance between embracing the global
language and ensuring that local languages remain
a central part of the educational and cultural fabric
of the country.

3. The Role of Universities in Language
Preservation

Kyrgyz universities have a pivotal role in
preserving linguistic diversity while embracing
globalization. They can promote multilingualism
by offering programs that allow students to
become proficient in multiple languages without
sacrificing the wuse of their native tongue.
Universities can also contribute to language
preservation by producing academic materials,
research, and cultural content in Kyrgyz, ensuring
that it remains a living and dynamic language.

Strategies for Promoting Bilingualism and
Multilingualism

Several strategies can help mitigate the
negative effects of globalization on the Kyrgyz
language while maximizing the benefits of
multilingualism in higher education:

1. Bilingual Education Programs

To ensure the continued use of Kyrgyz
alongside Russian and English, universities can
implement bilingual education programs that
integrate  native languages into academic
curricula. These programs should focus on
subjects where the Kyrgyz language has the
potential to thrive, such as history, literature, and
cultural studies. By offering high-quality
education in Kyrgyz, universities can ensure that
students are proficient in both their native
language and global languages.

2. Language Policy and Support

The Kyrgyz government can play a critical role
by implementing policies that encourage the use
of Kyrgyz in academia while promoting
multilingualism. This may include providing
resources for the development of educational
materials in Kyrgyz, supporting research in the
native language, and incentivizing institutions to
offer courses in both Kyrgyz and English.
Furthermore, universities can collaborate with
international organizations to strengthen their
language support services and create a more
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inclusive academic environment for students from
diverse linguistic backgrounds.

3. Promoting Cultural
Awareness

Universities can also promote cultural and
linguistic awareness by organizing events,
conferences, and workshops that highlight the
value of linguistic diversity. By fostering an
understanding of the importance of preserving
native languages, universities can inspire students
to take pride in their linguistic heritage and
become ambassadors of their native languages in
a globalized world.

Conclusion

Bilingualism and multilingualism are critical
components of the educational and cultural
landscape in the Kyrgyz Republic, especially in
the context of globalization. While English offers
significant advantages for academic and
professional development, it is important to
ensure that native languages like Kyrgyz and
Russian continue to play an active role in higher
education. By implementing effective language
policies, supporting bilingual education, and
promoting cultural awareness, universities in
Kyrgyzstan can navigate the challenges of
globalization while preserving their rich linguistic
heritage.
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