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BATBIII A3UA, TYHAYK A©PUKA XKAHA EBPOITAJAT'BI DHEPI'ETUKAJIBIK KOOIICY3IYK

SHEPTETUYECKA I BESOIIACHOCTb B 3AITAJIHOM A3UU, CEBEPHOI A®PUKE
N EBPOIIE

ENERGY SECURITY IN WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA AND EUROPE

Kbickaua myHe3geme: JlyiiHeIYK SHEPreTHKaJIbIK CHCTEMalap HETU3IH e3repyysepre ayymap 0omy
karkaHaa, barbim Asums kana TyHayk Adpuka (BATA) pernony meHeHn Epoma enkenepyHYH
OpPTOCYHJIarbl DHEPreTUKAJIBIK KOONCY3AYK €3 apa Ke3 KapaHIbUIBIK CTPAaTETHSIBIK MYMKYHUYJIYKTOPAY
JKaHa KPUTHKAJIBIK aJCBI3JBIKTapAbl Oupaelr kepceryyne. Kemyprektyy cyyrekke Oait BATA perunony
EBpomaHbIH PHEPreTHKAJIBIK MYKTXKIBIKTAPhIH KaHAaTTaHJIBIPYyJa MaaHWIYy pOJIy OHHOH Oepyyne,
OMpOK reocascuil Kaipa Ty3yJyyJep jkaHa KIMMATTBIK TaJlaNTap CalTTyy ©OHOKTOIUTYK MOJAECIICPUH
e3repTyYae. PernoHayK KarsUIbIIIyyaap/IblH KaHa )KETKUPYY YBIHKBIPIApbIHBIH Oy3ynyynapsl EBponaHbiH
OeNruITyY SHEPreTHKAIBIK KOPUAOPIIOPTO AlllbIKYa K63 KapaHIbUIBITBIHBIH CUCTEMIUK KOPKYHYUTApBIH aubIIl
KOHy, aJl 3MHU Kaipa *apallyydy SHEpPreTHKaJIbIK TEXHOJOTHsIapAarbl HATMIMKTEp OeKeMJIeNreH phIHOK
JMHAaMHUKachbIlHa chiHaK Oourym karaT. BATA pernony kenteH Oepu JYWHOIYK SHEpreTHUKAIBIK Kab yyHyH
MaaHWIYY TYPYK TuUperu Oonym KenreH. bupok, akeIpKel Kbligapaa perHoHI0 Te0CasCHil TYPyKCY3OyK
SHEPrHs KETKUPYYHYH TYPYKTYYIyTyHa ’KaHa UIIEHUMAYYJIYTYHO KOPKYHYH TyyaypAy. Omion ane ydypaa,
Poccus-Yxkpanna karbuiellilyycyHyH Kydeunry MeHeH EBpomanbin BATA pernonyHyH sHeprusichlHa Ke3
KapaHIbUIBITEl ApPTHIN, SHEPrHs JKETKUPYYHYH OWMp TYpAYYAYrY EBpomasbl sHepreTHMKasbIK KOOICY3IyK
JKarblHaH YOH KOPKYHyYTapra Ayymap KburyyZa. MbIHIAH THIIKAPHI, TYHHEOIYK KIUMATThIH ©3repYIIYHYH
KY4elly XkaHa Kaiipa xapailyydy 3HEpPreTUKaIbIK TEXHOIOTHSUIApAbIH T€3 OHYTYLIY CANTTYy SHEPTETUKAIIBIK
PBIHOKTOPIO TaaCMPUH THHUTH3UM )KaTaT. byn mMakamanga sHepreTHKasblk KOOTCY3ayK ke3 kapambiHan BATA
pernoHy MeHeH EBpOMaHbIH 3HEPreTHKANbIK OHOKTOINTYTYHO TYPYHITYK Oepe TypraH CHIHOOJIOp JKaHa
MYMKYHUYJYKTOp TE€PEH M3WIIEHET, OIOHI0M 3J1€ 3 apa MII-4apalap/AblH CTpPAaTErvsuIaphl jkaHa >KOJIIopY
W3JICHEeT. DKM TapanThiH OPTOCYHJIATbl OaiIaHBIITAPIBI )KaHA KbI3MATTAIITHIKTEI OEKEeMI00 MEHEH, anap
SHEPTETHKAIIBIK KOOIICY3yK TapMarblHIarsl CBIHOOJIOPTO OMpreemni TOCKOOIIYKTap bl )KEHHUII, JYHHOIYK
SHEPreTHKAIBIK ©3repyyY *aHa TYpyKTyy ©HYI'YYHY KOJJoWOT. bys raHa 3ku Tapan y4yH SMec, OIIOHAOH
1€ JYWHOIYK SHEPreTHKANIBIK KOOICY3NyKTYH OHYTYIIYHO TEPEH TAaCUPUH TUHTH3ET.

AnHoTtanus: B ycnoBusx (GpyHIaMEHTaIbHON TpaHCPOpMaIMK ITI00ATBHBIX SHEPreTUYECKUX CHCTEM
B3aMIMO3aBUCUMOCTE B Chepe IHEPTeTUICCKON OE30MacCHOCTH MKy PernoHOM 3anaaHoit Azun u CeBepHO
Adpuxu (3ACA) 1 eBponeliCKUMH CTpaHaMH CO3JaeT KaK CTPaTermyecKue BO3MOXKHOCTH, TaK U CEPbe3HBIC
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ysi3BuUMocTU. borateiit  yriaeBomopogamu peruoH 3ACA  ocTaeTcsi KIIIOYEBBIM ISl YOBJIETBOPEHUS
JHEepreTHYeCcCKuX MoTpedHocTel EBpOMBI, OJHAKO HOBBIE TE€OTONUTHYECKHE W3MEHEHHUS W KINMATHYeCKHe
MMIIEPATUBBI TPAHC(OPMHUPYIOT TPAAUIIMOHHBIE MOJIENH IMapTHEPCTBa. HemaBHMe ScKamanny pernoHaIbHBIX
KOH(QJIMKTOB W cOOM B LENOYKaX MOCTAaBOK BBISIBUJIM CHUCTEMHBIE PHUCKH, CBSI3aHHBIE C UYPE3MEPHOM
3aBHCHMOCTHIO EBpOMBI OT KOHKPETHBIX MHEPreTHYECKHX KOPHIOPOB, B TO BpeMsS KaK TEXHOJIOTHYECKHE
MPOPBIBEI B BO30OHOBIAEMON 3HEpreTHKe OpOCaroT BBI3OB YCTOSBILEHCS PBHIHOYHOW AMHAMHKE. PernoH
3ACA nonroe BpeMs SBIBUICS BaXKHEHIIMM CTOJIIOM TJI00aabHOTO dHEprocHabeHus. TeM He MeHee, B
MOCIIEIHAE TOBI TEOMOMUTHYECKAsT HECTAOMIHPHOCTh B PETHOHE CO3/Ia€T CEPhE3HbIE YTPO3bI CTAOMIFHOCTH U
Ha/IGKHOCTU TOCTAaBOK 3Hepruu. OIHOBpEMEHHO ¢ 3cKajanueil koHpaukTa mexny Poccueit m YikpanHoi
3aBECHMOCTHh EBpombl oT 3HEpropecypcoB 3ACA Bo3pociia, a MOHOTOHHOCTH TIOCTaBOK MoaBepraeT EBpormy
3HAYUTENFHBIM pHCKaM B cepe sHeprodesomacHoctd. Kpome Toro, ycuiaeHue rio0aqbHOrO M3MEHEHUS
KIUMaTa B ObICTPOE pa3BUTHE TEXHOJIOTMH BO300HOBIAEMON PHEPreTHKH TAaKKe OKA3bIBAIOT BIMSHHE Ha
TpaAUIINOHHEIE SHepreTrndeckre pelHKA. C TOYKH 3peHHS YHEPreTHIecKor 0e30MacHOCTH, B JaHHOW CTaThe
rITyOOKO aHAM3UPYIOTCS BBI30BBI M BO3MOKHOCTH JHEPreTHYECKOTO COTPYIHHYECTBA MEXKIY PETrHOHOM
3ACA u EBpomoif, a Takke HUCCIEAYIOTCS CTpaTerMd W IyTH IJISI COBMECTHOW paboThL. YKperss
B3aMMOJICHCTBUE M OOMEH MEXJy CTOPOHAMM, OHH CMOTYT COBMECTHO IIPEOJIOJICBATh BBI3OBHI B cdepe
9HEpPro0e30MacHOCTH M CIIOCOOCTBOBATH TIO0ATBLHOMY SHEPTONEpPEeXoJy W YCTOMYMBOMY Pa3BUTHIO. JTO
MMeeT BAKHOE 3HAYCHHE HE TOJIBKO I 00EMX CTOPOH, HO M OKAa3bIBaeT IIyOOKOe BIUSHHUE HAa 3BOIIOIHIO
rIo0abHON SHEPreTHYEeCKON Oe30acHOCTH.

Abstract: As global energy systems undergo fundamental transformation, the energy security
interdependence between West Asia and North Africa region and European nations presents both strategic
opportunities and critical vulnerabilities. The hydrocarbon-rich West Asia and North Africa region remains
essential for meeting Europe's energy demands, yet emerging geopolitical realignments and climate
imperatives are reshaping traditional partnership models. Recent escalations in regional conflicts and supply
chain disruptions have exposed systemic risks in Europe's overreliance on specific energy corridors, while
technological breakthroughs in renewable energy systems challenge established market dynamics. West Asia
and North Africa region has long been a significant pillar of global energy supply. Nevertheless, in recent
years, geopolitical instability in the region has posed severe threats to the stability and reliability of energy
supply. Concurrently, with the escalation of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, Europe's dependence on West Asia
and North Africa region energy has increased, and the singularity of energy supply exposes Europe to
considerable risks in terms of energy security. Furthermore, intensifying global climate change and rapid
advancements in renewable energy technologies have also impacted traditional energy markets. From the
perspective of energy security, this paper delves into the challenges and opportunities facing West Asia and
North Africa region and Europe in their energy cooperation, and explores strategies and pathways for mutual
collaboration. By strengthening cooperation and exchanges between the two sides, they will jointly tackle
challenges in the field of energy security and promote global energy transition and sustainable development.
This not only holds significant importance for both parties but also exerts a profound influence on the
evolution of the global energy security landscape.

Herusru ce3aep: bateim Asus xana Tynayk Adpukagars! TYpyKCy3ayK; EBpoiaHbIH SHEPreTHKaIbIK
KOOTICY3IyTY; HE(TH KOOICY3IyTy; SHEPTETUKAIBIK OTYY
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Impact of West Asia and North Africa’s
Geopolitical Shifts on Energy Security

The wave of political upheaval that swept
across West Asia and North Africa region
originated in Tunisia on December 17, 2010,
triggering a chain reaction that destabilized Egypt,
Libya, Syria, and beyond. While initial events
appeared localized, they rapidly escalated into
regime collapses and protracted conflicts. Among
these, Egypt’s 2011 revolution stands as a
watershed moment. President Hosni Mubarak’s
three-decade authoritarian rule ended abruptly
after 18 days of mass protests, culminating in his
imprisonment. Analysts from Egypt’s “Al-
Ahram”noted the paradox of Mubarak’s legacy:
had he stepped down in 1993, he might have been
celebrated as a reformer; by 2011, his regime
symbolized systemic decay.

Mubarak’s ouster catalyzed Egypt’s chaotic
political transition, oscillating between military
rule, interim governments, and the short-lived
Muslim  Brotherhood  administration.  This
instability exacted profound socioeconomic costs.
Parallel trajectories unfolded in Libya, where
post-Gaddafi power vacuums birthed warlordism
and terrorism, and in Syria, where civil war
fragmented the nation into competing spheres of
influence.

1. Structural Drivers of West Asia and North
Africa region’s Instability

The roots of West Asia and North Africa
region’s volatility are multifaceted. Political
ossification, as observed by Li Shaoxian of the
RDIAP, remains endemic: hereditary rule,
militarized governance, and absent democratic
mechanisms have entrenched autocratic regimes.
[9]Economically, overreliance on hydrocarbons
has stifled diversification, while cultural
stagnation and sectarian tensions—Sunni-Shia
divides, Kurdish aspirations, and Islamist-
secularist clashes—further destabilize societies.
External interference,  from  great-power
competition to transnational terrorism,
exacerbates these fissures. The Syrian conflict
exemplifies this complexity, morphing from
domestic unrest into a proxy war involving
regional and global actors [1].

Regime succession crises also loom large.
Mubarak’s botched attempt to install his son
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Gamal exposed fault lines between Egypt’s
military elite and civilian power structures.
Similarly, the unresolved Israeli-Palestinian
conflict  perpetuates regional  antagonisms,
undermining collective security frameworks.
Addressing these challenges demands
coordinated international engagement to stabilize
governance models and mitigate cross-border
spillovers.
2. Impact of Unrest in West Asia and North Africa
on Global Energy Security

The unrest in West Asia and North Africa
region has had a tremendous impact on global
energy security. As one of the world's major
producers of oil and natural gas and currently
holding the largest proven oil reserves, unrest in
the region directly affects global energy supply.
According to the 2011 World Energy Statistics
Report by British Petroleum (BP), West Asia and
North Africa region's proven oil reserves account
for approximately 60% of the global total. For
instance, Saudi Arabia's proven reserves amount
to 35.5 billion tons, accounting for about one-
quarter of the world's total oil reserves.
Furthermore, most of the oil produced in WANA
is exported; statistics indicate that 90% of the
region's oil is exported, accounting for about
three-fifths of the world's total oil exports [2].

Moreover, Fatih Birol, Chief Economist at
the International Energy Agency (IEA), even
asserted that over 90% of global oil production
growth in the next decade will come from West
Asia and North Africa region. The region boasts
high-quality oil, shallow oil layers, ease of
extraction, and the geographical advantage of
most  oil-producing  countries  facilitating
transportation.

The occurrence of unrest may directly lead to
the stagnation of oil production and obstructions
in transportation channels, posing a severe threat
to oil stability. This supply instability will
undoubtedly plunge the global oil market into
chaos, and major economies will face enormous
energy challenges. The continuation of unrest may
further constrain oil supply, triggering drastic
fluctuations in global oil prices. When oil supply
fails to meet market demand, oil prices soar,
imposing a severe burden on the global economy.



It is worth noting that unrest in the region
may also threaten the security of oil
transportation. West Asia and North Africa region
hosts multiple crucial oil transportation channels,
such as the Strait of Hormuz and the Suez Canal.
The safe and smooth operation of these channels
is vital for global energy supply. However, amidst
unrest, incidents like piracy and terrorist attacks
occur frequently, significantly increasing the risks
and costs of energy transportation. Faced with this
situation, many countries are striving to diversify
their energy sources to reduce dependence on oil
from a single region. However, unrest in the
region often undermines these efforts. In an
unstable environment, it is challenging to open up
new energy supply channels, and existing ones
may be threatened, making the path to energy
diversification more arduous and tortuous.

The monthly report from the OAPEC
Economics Department states that Arab countries
currently have an estimated 158 billion barrels of
unproven oil reserves, approximately 28 trillion
cubic meters of unproven natural gas reserves, and
67 billion barrels of condensate. This means that
Arab countries have the potential to increase
production capacity through various means and
new technologies in the future. However,
enhancing production capacity requires a stable
economic and political environment, as well as a
secure and reliable market to attract substantial
investments [10].

Europe's Dependence on and Challenges
of Energy from West Asia and North Africa

In the global energy consumption landscape,
Europe has always played a pivotal role. In recent
years, with increasing emphasis on environmental
protection and sustainability, Europe's energy
structure has undergone significant changes.
However, despite notable progress in the field of
renewable energy, Europe's dependence on energy
from West Asia and North Africa region remains
high.

1. Current Status of Energy Consumption in
Europe and Its Dependence on Energy from West
Asia and North Africa

In recent years, Europe's energy landscape
has exhibited several notable characteristics.
Firstly, with the advancement of the energy
transition, Europe's consumption of renewable
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energy has increased annually. Clean energy
sources such as wind and solar energy have
gradually increased their share in the energy mix,
which not only helps reduce carbon emissions but
also provides new guarantees for Europe's energy
security. Secondly, Europe's energy structure has
become increasingly  diversified.  Besides
traditional fossil fuels like oil, natural gas, and
coal, Europe has also vigorously developed
diversified energy sources such as nuclear power
and biomass energy. This diversified energy
structure enhances Europe's resilience in
responding to energy supply crises. Nevertheless,
despite significant progress in the energy
consumption structure, Europe's dependence on
external energy sources remains high.

Additionally, since the outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, Europe's dependence on
Russian energy has become prominent. Although
Russia is not a West Asia and North Africa
country, fluctuations in its energy supply have a
profound impact on the European energy market.
Firstly, regarding natural gas supply, Russia has
suspended gas supplies to Poland and Bulgaria,
seen as a severe retaliation against Western
sanctions. This has led to natural gas shortages in
these two countries, especially Bulgaria, which is
highly dependent on Russian energy. Secondly,
tensions in energy relations between Russia and
Europe have been exacerbated, and European
unity has once again been tested.

Furthermore, in terms of oil supply, the EU's
embargo on Russian energy and its search for
alternative energy sources have led to a shift in
the EU's oil import supply chain. Currently, the
EU primarily imports oil from Saudi Arabia,
India, and the United Kingdom. Notably, India, a
country with modest oil reserves, has emerged as
the second-largest exporter of refined oil to
Europe after Saudi Arabia following the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. A recent report by the Financial
Times pointed out that since the escalation of the
Ukraine crisis, large European enterprises have
suffered direct losses of at least 100 billion from
their operations in Russia. Meanwhile, the United
States has reaped substantial political benefits
from the situation, further highlighting Europe's
dependence on energy from West Asia and North
Africa. Algeria [3], the largest exporter of oil and



natural gas in North Africa, has become a sought-
after partner for European countries in oil and gas
cooperation due to its geographical proximity to
Europe and abundant oil and gas resources, amidst
the escalating Russia-Ukraine conflict and
Europe's intensifying sanctions on Russian energy
supplies [4].

On August 27, 2022, French President
Emmanuel Macron concluded a three-day visit to
Algeria, a North African country. Amidst in
French-Algerian relations, European countries'
turn to Africa in search of energy supplies, and
increasing attention from the United States and
Europe on cooperation with Algeria, Macron's
visit attracted significant attention. During his
visit to Oran, Algeria's second-largest city,
Macron encountered protests and demonstrations
by local citizens, who chanted slogans such as
"Long Live Algeria" and "Get Out of Here" [5].
Despite the controversy surrounding the visit,
Macron's trip laid the groundwork for repairing
French-Algerian relations to a certain extent. It
also demonstrated France's determination to
secure energy supplies amidst the energy crisis
while exposing France's sensitivities and
dilemmas regarding its colonial history.

Impact of Political Unrest in West Asia and
North Africa on Europe's Energy Supply

The impact of political unrest in West Asia
and North Africa on Europe's energy supply can
be primarily categorized into the following
aspects. Firstly, it increases the risk of energy
supply disruptions. As West Asia and North
Africa is a crucial energy supplier for Europe,
particularly for oil and natural gas, political unrest
in the region directly leads to instability in
Europe's energy supply. For instance, after the
Libyan civil war, its oil production and exports
were affected, exposing Europe's energy supply to
the risk of interruption.

Secondly, it exacerbates fluctuations in
energy prices. Political unrest often disrupts
energy production, thereby affecting the supply-
demand balance in the global energy market.
During periods of political unrest in West Asia
and North Africa, international oil prices tend to
soar, placing economic pressure on European
energy consumers. For example, during the
Libyan civil war in 2011, the price of crude oil in
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the international market rapidly increased from
below 90 per barrel to over 100 and even peaked
above 125 per barrel.

Thirdly, it hinders strategies for energy
supply diversification. To ensure stable energy
supply, Europe has been seeking to diversify its
energy sources. However, political unrest in West
Asia and North Africa obstructs this strategy
because it makes it difficult for Europe to obtain
stable energy supplies from the region,
necessitating the search for alternative energy
sources, which increases the cost and risk of
energy supply.

Fourthly, it poses challenges to energy
strategies. Faced with the energy supply risks
brought about by political unrest in West Asia and
North Africa, Europe has to adjust its energy
strategies. For example, it has accelerated its
efforts to seek alternative energy sources from
other regions globally and reached natural gas
supply agreements with Qatar, Australia, the
United States, and other resource-rich countries.
At the same time, Europe has also increased
investments in renewable energy and nuclear
energy to reduce its dependence on external
energy sources. Finally, it highlights energy
security issues.

Political unrest in West Asia and North
Africa has highlighted energy security issues for
Europe. To ensure stable and secure energy
supply, Europe needs to strengthen political and
economic ties with major energy suppliers, as well
as increase investments and protection in energy
infrastructure.

Strategies and Measures for Energy
Security Risks in West Asia and North Africa
and Europe

As significant players in global energy
supply and consumption, West Asia and North
Africa and Europe both face complex and ever-
changing energy security risks. Their strategies
and measures vary but share a common goal of
ensuring stable and secure energy supply.

1. Energy Security Strategies in West Asia and
North Africa

West Asia and North Africa, as a crucial hub
for global energy supply, the formulation and
implementation of their energy security strategies
not only concern the stability and development



within the region but also profoundly impact the
global energy market. Faced with complex and
ever-changing international energy dynamics and
regional security challenges, countries in West
Asia and North Africa must adopt a
comprehensive set of strategies to safeguard their
energy security.

First, strengthen regional energy cooperation
and integration. West Asia and North Africa are
abundant in oil and gas resources, but the level of
development and utilization varies among
countries. To enhance overall energy security,
countries within the region should strengthen
cooperation to promote the integration of energy
markets. By establishing unified energy market
rules and trading platforms, resources can be
optimally allocated and efficiently utilized within
the region. Additionally, enhancing the
construction of transnational oil and gas pipelines
and power grids will achieve interconnectivity in
energy supply, reduce dependence on single
export channels, and lower transportation risks.

Second, diversify energy export routes. The
energy exports of West Asia and North Africa
primarily rely on European and Asian markets.
This highly concentrated export path makes
regional energy security susceptible to external
interference. Therefore, countries in the region
should actively explore new export markets to
diversify energy exports. By strengthening energy
cooperation with regions such as Africa and Latin
America, new transportation channels and markets
can be opened up, reducing dependency on a
single market. Furthermore, influenced by the rise
of shale gas in the United States, countries
worldwide have placed special emphasis on the
development and utilization of conventional oil
and gas [6], and Arab oil and gas-producing
countries are not lagging behind in this regard,
having included it in their specific development
plans. However, major traditional oil and gas-
consuming countries possess abundant shale gas
and shale oil resources, which may pose a threat
to Arab natural gas exports in the future. To
address this issue, Arab oil companies should

proactively  strengthen  cooperation  with
international oil companies.
Third, reinforce energy infrastructure

construction. Energy infrastructure is vital for
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safeguarding energy security. West Asia and
North Africa should increase investment in energy
infrastructure, enhancing the modernization of
various aspects such as oil and gas field
development, refining and processing, pipeline
transportation, and reserve facilities.
Simultaneously, maintaining and managing
energy infrastructure to ensure its safe and stable
operation is crucial. Additionally, attention should
be paid to infrastructure construction in the field
of new energy, such as power generation facilities
and grid access systems for solar, wind, and other
renewable energy sources, preparing for future
energy transitions.

Fourth, improve energy security early
warning and emergency response capabilities.
Faced with complex and changing international
energy dynamics and regional security challenges,
West Asia and North Africa should establish a
comprehensive energy security early warning and

emergency response mechanism. By
strengthening  monitoring and analysis of
international energy market trends, regional

security situations, and geopolitical risks, timely
warning information can be issued to provide a
scientific basis for government and corporate
decision-making. Simultaneously, strengthening
energy reserve construction can enhance the
ability to respond to emergencies such as energy
supply disruptions. When necessary, emergency
measures can be taken to ensure stable energy
supply in key industries and sectors.

Fifth, promote energy transition and
sustainable development. Energy transition is the
inevitable path to achieving energy security and
sustainable development. While continuing to
leverage traditional energy advantages, West Asia
and North Africa should actively promote the
optimization and upgrading of energy structures
by increasing investment in clean and renewable
energy to reduce dependence on fossil fuels.
Currently, national oil companies such as Saudi
Aramco are advancing the development and
implementation of carbon capture, utilization, and
storage (CCUS) technologies to extend the
lifespan of the oil and gas industry and reduce
carbon emissions [11]. At the same time,
enhancing energy technology innovation and
talent cultivation can improve energy use



efficiency and cleanliness. In promoting energy
transitions, attention should be paid to the
harmonious unity of economic, social, and
environmental benefits, realizing harmonious
development  between energy and the
environment. On March 28, 2021, Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman announced two
environmental protection initiatives, namely the
"Green Saudi Initiative" and the "Green Middle
East |Initiative,” proposing that by 2030,
renewable energy supply will account for 30% of
Saudi Arabia's total energy supply [12].

Sixth, strengthen regional security and
stability. Regional security and stability are the
prerequisites and foundations for ensuring energy
security. Countries in West Asia and North Africa
should strengthen political mutual trust and
security cooperation to jointly address security
threats such as terrorism and extremism. By
enhancing cooperation and exchanges in military,
political, and economic  fields, mutual
understanding and trust can be fostered, creating a
stable external environment for energy
cooperation and regional development.
Additionally, countries in the region should
actively participate in the coordination and
cooperation of international and regional affairs to
jointly maintain regional peace and stability.

2. Energy Security Strategies in the European
Region

In the context of increasing globalization and
geopolitical complexity, energy security strategies
in the European region are particularly important.
In recent years, especially after the outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, European countries have
put forward higher requirements for the diversity
and independence of their energy supplies, aiming
to reduce dependence on a single energy source
and ensure the security and stability of energy
supplies.

Firstly, strengthening diversified energy
supplies. Energy security is an integral part of
national security and is directly related to the
stability and development of the national
economy. As one of the largest economies in the
world, Europe has a high degree of dependence on
external energy supplies, especially traditional
fossil fuels such as natural gas and oil. However,
in recent years, geopolitical conflicts have
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intensified, and the impact of climate change has
made traditional energy supply channels
increasingly unstable. In the face of uncertainties
in Russian energy supplies, European countries
have actively sought diversified energy supply
channels. Firstly, Europe has increased its imports
of liquefied natural gas (LNG), sourcing LNG
resources from Norway, Qatar, the United States,
and other places to replace some of the pipeline
natural gas from Russia. Statistics show that in
2022, EU LNG imports increased by 66.6% year-
on-year, becoming the primary means of
supplementing natural gas resources in Europe.
Renewable energy is a crucial path for the
transformation of Europe's energy structure and
reducing dependence on fossil fuels. In addition,
Europe is also working to expand energy
cooperation with countries such as Algeria,
Nigeria, and Egypt, further broadening its energy
supply channels.

Secondly, safeguarding the security of
energy supply sources. Ensuring energy security
and expanding economic interests are
fundamental strategic goals of the EU [7]. Threats
to energy security mainly come from unstable
geopolitical situations rather than the depletion of
energy resources. This instability includes terrorist
activities, regional wars and conflicts, political
instability in energy-producing countries, and
threats to the security of energy facilities [8]. The
impact of the 9/11 event on global politics and
security has, to some extent, increased the EU's
emphasis on energy security. Although the 9/11
event did not directly prompt the EU to introduce
internal energy market policies, in the face of the
threat of terrorism and international instability, the
EU has become more aware of the importance of
energy supply security, thereby  further
accelerating the pace of energy market integration
and diversification. In the following years, the EU
adopted a series of measures to strengthen energy
market integration and passed a series of laws and
regulations to regulate the operation of the energy
market, such as the Internal Energy Market
Directive, providing legal guarantees for the free
flow and fair competition of energy. To ensure
energy security, the European Commission
published the Energy Policy Green Paper on
March 8th, outlining three major goals for



European energy policy: pursuing sustainable
energy development, maintaining
competitiveness, and ensuring energy security. It
emphasizes that solidarity, integration, mutual
assistance, sustainability, effectiveness, and
innovation are the primary tasks of European
energy policy[13].

Thirdly, promoting sustainable energy
development. Europe has taken various measures
in the aspect of energy sustainability, aiming to
reduce dependence on fossil fuels, increase the
use of renewable energy, improve energy
efficiency, and promote a green and low-carbon
economic transformation. The EU has set legally
binding renewable energy development targets
through legislation. For example, the revised
Renewable Energy Directive sets the EU's 2030
renewable energy target at at least 42.5%, higher
than the previous target of 32%, which will almost
double the EU's current share of renewable
energy. In addition, it has introduced several
specific regulations, such as the European Green
Deal and the Fit for 55 package, which together
constitute the policy framework for promoting the
development of renewable energy.

Fourthly, strengthening international
cooperation. Europe has established cooperation
mechanisms with international organizations,
energy-producing  countries, and  energy-
consuming countries to jointly address global
energy security challenges. These cooperation
mechanisms  facilitate  information  sharing,
technology exchange, and experience sharing.
Furthermore, Europe actively promotes the
liberalization and facilitation of energy trade,
reducing barriers and costs in energy trade. This
helps to promote competition and openness in the
energy market, improving the efficiency and
reliability of energy supplies.

Conclusion

In exploring the complex interplay between
energy security in the West Asia and North Africa
region and Europe, it becomes evident that this

issue transcends geographical and political
boundaries, touching upon the profound
dimensions of global economic stability,

environmental sustainability, and international
cooperation. This paper, through a
multidimensional analysis of the current energy

214

Bectnuk KHY, Nel (121), 2025

landscape, regional conflicts, technological
innovations, and international  cooperation,
uncovers the challenges and opportunities facing
both parties in terms of energy security and
attempts to provide insights into the future path of
energy security.

Firstly, as a globally significant energy
producer, the political stability of the West Asia
and North Africa region directly impacts global
energy supply security. The persistent geopolitical
conflicts, terrorist threats, and uncertainties
arising from climate change in this region cast a
shadow over Europe's energy security. Therefore,
strengthening international  cooperation and
promoting regional peace and stability have
become the primary tasks to ensure energy
security for both parties. European countries need
to support the peace process in the West Asia and
North Africa region through diplomacy and
economic aid, while diversifying energy supplies
to reduce dependence on a single source.

Secondly, technological innovation is crucial
for driving the transition towards energy security.
Europe has made significant progress in the field
of renewable energy, with rapid developments in
wind and solar power providing possibilities for
optimizing the energy mix. However, this
transformation is not achieved overnight and
requires continuous technological innovation,
policy support, and financial investment. The
West Asia and North Africa region, with its
abundant solar energy resources, can strengthen
cooperation with Europe in renewable energy
technologies, jointly promoting the green
transformation of the global energy structure.

Furthermore, the openness and competition
in the energy market are also important means to
ensure energy security. Europe should continue to
promote the liberalization of the energy market,
breaking down geographical barriers and
promoting the rational allocation of energy
resources. At the same time, strengthening energy
trade cooperation with the West Asia and North
Africa region to establish a more stable and
transparent energy supply system will not only
help reduce energy costs and improve energy
efficiency but also enhance the resilience and risk
resistance of energy supplies for both parties.



In addressing energy security challenges,
international cooperation is particularly crucial.
Europe and the West Asia and North Africa
region should strengthen communication and
coordination  within  the  framework  of
international energy governance to jointly respond
to energy security threats. Both parties can
establish information sharing mechanisms to
enhance cooperation in energy security early
warning and emergency response.
Simultaneously, they should promote the
improvement and implementation of international
energy rules to ensure the fairness, transparency,
and sustainable development of the energy
market.

In conclusion, energy security in the West
Asia and North Africa region and Europe is
interdependent and inseparable. Only through
strengthening international cooperation,
promoting  technological innovation, and
improving market mechanisms can we effectively
address energy security challenges and ensure the
energy supply security and economic sustainable
development of both parties. In future
cooperation, both parties should continue to
uphold the principle of mutual benefit and win-
win results, deepening cooperation areas and
expanding cooperation space to jointly create a
new chapter in energy cooperation.
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