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YET DJIAUK CTYAEHTTEPUH KbITAY TUJIMHJEI'Y BEJITMCU3 TACCUBIAYY
CYWIOMIOPAY "#" UEPOIJIN®TYY CYMJIOM KATAPBI X KAHBUIBIII KOJJIOHYIIYHYH
CEBEITEPUH TAJIJI0O

AHAJIN3 ITPUYMH, [10 KOTOPBIM NHOCTPAHHBIE CTY AEHTBI HEITPABUJIBHO
HCIIOJIb3YIOT HEMAPKMPOBAHHBIE ITACCHUBHBIE ITPEJIJIOXKEHU S B KUTACKOM
SI3BIKE KAK IMPEJIOXKEHUS C «#»

ANALYZING THE REASONS WHY INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS MISUSE
UNMARKED PASSIVE SENTENCES IN CHINESE AS "BEI" SENTENCES

Kbickaua myne3neme: KbiTail TUIMHUH TaCCUBANK CYWIOMAOPYH YHPOHYYI® YET OIKOIYK
CTyJEHTTepNH 5H KEHUPH TapairaH keifreily — Benrucus naccusauk cyinemaepay “#8”° nepormudryy
cyiimemaep KaTapbl KaHbUIBII KOJIOHYY. Belrucus maccuBauk cyiliemaep ana “#¥” mepormudryy
cyiimemmep OoroHuUa Oyra dYeWHWH KONTOTreH W3WINeeJep OONroOHy MEHEeH, alapAblH 34 Oupu
CTYJAEHTTEPANH KaHBUIBIII KOJIIOHYY KOHI'eilyH TOJNyK 4yeue ajraH sMmec. byn mMakana canbluTbipManyy
TWJI WJIHMMH, KAHBUIBIIITBIKTEI AaHAIN3A00 TCOPHUACHI, CEMAaHTHKa CBIAKTYY TCOpUsIapAbl KaHa
BIKMANap/bl KOIJOHYI, OeNrucus3 MacCHBAMK cyiliemaepayH skaHa “#§” uepornudryy cyinemuepayn
OTUIITCPUHUH O3ro4YO0IYKTOPYH KaHa CEMaHTHUKAJIbIK 6eJIFI/IJIepI/IH TaKTall, Tlexun YHUBCPCUTCTUHUH
CCL 3amaH0an KbITall TWJIMHWH KOPIYCY HETHU3HHIE ((I[onGoop)) A geHrasyuHAerd 282 OSTHUIITH
knaccuukanuanarad. Anap Tex 6elriucHs3 IacCHBIUK CYMIoMIepre TaHa KMpPe auraH STHIITEp, Tek “#f”
uepornuTyy cyieMaepre raHa TaaHAyy STHIITED, 3KH TYPAYY CYWIeMmre TeH TaaHAyy STHIITEp, SKU
TYPAYY CYWlIemre TeH TaaHayy OOJOOrOH JTHIITEp OONym TOPT TONKO O6JYHTeH. UeT enkeiyk
CTYJEHTTEPAMH OENTMCU3 MAacCHBIMK cyitemuepay “#f” mepornudryy cyiinemaep KaTtapbl sKaHbUIBIII
KOJIIOHYIIYHYH ceOenTepHH STHIITEPIMH TYPryCyHaH aHaiM3lereH. byin m3uinmee cCTyIeHTTepAUH
MBbIHJIaH JKaHBLIBIIITHIKTAPBIH JKAKIIBIpaaK yevdyyre xapam Oepe anar.

AnHotanusi: Hambosee pacmnpocTpaHeHHOW NpOOIEeMOil y HMHOCTPAaHHBIX CTYAEHTOB IIpHU
WU3YYEHUU  KUTAWCKUX TACCHUBHBIX  TPEAJIOKEHUM  ABISETCS  HENPAaBWIBHOE  MCIIOJIB30BAHNE
HEMapKHPOBAHHBIX TACCUBHBIX ITIpeyIoxkKeHuit B GopMe npemoxkenuii ¢ yactuneit "#". Hecmorps Ha
MHOTOUYHUCIIEHHBIE HCCIIE0OBAaHUS HEMapKHPOBAaHHBIX IACCHBHBIX TNPEIJIOKEHUN W TPENTIOKEHUH ¢
yactuied "#{", HM OJHO M3 HUX HE CMOIJIO JOJUKHBIM OOpa3’oM pelIMTh MPoGJeMy HENpaBUILHOIO
HCIIOJIb30BaHUA CTYyACHTaMU. B HaHHOﬁ CTaTb€ OCHOBHOC BHHUMAHUC YACIACTCA TCOPETUYCCKUM U
METO/I0JIOTHIECKUM aCMeKTaM KOHTPACTUBHOM JTMHIBUCTUKH, aHAIN3Y OMIMOOK U ceMaHTHKH. Vcnonb3ys
TaKUC€ TCOPUH U METOABI, KaK CPABHUTCIHBHOC A3BIKO3HAHUE, TCOPHA aHalin3a OH_II/I6OK n CCMaHTHKA, B
JTAHHOW CTaTbe€ YTOYHEHBI OCOOCHHOCTH W CEMAaHTHYECKHE OCOOCHHOCTH TJIarojOB HEOIPENETIeHHBIX
TNACCHBHBIX TIPEIOKEHUI M MEpOrTMPUIECKUX NpeIoKeHnH «#», a Takxke KiaccupuIMpoBaHbl 282
rnaroa ypoBHs «IIpoekT» A. Ha ocHOBEe coBpeMeHHOTO kwuraiickoro kopmyca CCL IlekwHCKOTO
yauBepcutera. C TOYKM 3pEHHMS TJarojoB OBUTM IPOaHAIM3HPOBAaHBl NPUYMHBI HEMPABUILHOIO
HCIIOJIb30BaHUsS HEMApPKUPOBAHHBIX MACCUBHBIX MPEIIOKECHUN Kak NpealokeHui ¢ vactuuei "
MHOCTPaHHBIMU CTYAEHTAMH, YTOOBI JIy4Ille PELIUTh JaHHYIO Ipo0ieMy.

Abstract: The most common problem for international students learning Chinese passive
sentences is the misuse of unmarked passive sentences as "bei" sentences. Despite numerous studies on
unmarked passive sentences and "bei" sentences, none have effectively addressed the issue of students'
misuse. This paper draws on theories and methods from contrastive linguistics, error analysis, and
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semantics. It examines the characteristics and semantic features of verbs in unmarked passive sentences
and "bei" sentences, using the modern Chinese corpus of Peking University (CCL) as a basis. A
classification was conducted on 282 verbs from the Grade A word list of the "Outline," categorizing them
into four types: verbs that can only be used in unmarked passive sentences, verbs that can only be used in
"bei" sentences, verbs that can be used in both types of sentences, and verbs that cannot be used in either
type. The reasons for international students' misuse of unmarked passive sentences as "bei" sentences
were analyzed from the perspective of verbs, aiming to better address this issue.

Herusru ce316p: 4YeT OIKeJyK CTyJAEeHTTep; OeIrMCcH3 [AacCHBIMK cyinemuep; “#¥”
UeporaudTyYy CyHIemaep; KaHbUIBIII KOJJOHYY.

KiroueBble c10Ba: MHOCTpaHHBIC CTYACHTHI, HEMapKUPOBAaHHbBIC MACCUBHbBIC MPEIOKCHHUS,
NPEIUIOKEHHS ¢ YacTHIeH "#Y"; HePaBHIIEHOE HCIIOJIb30BAHHE.

Keywords: international students; unmarked passive sentences; sentences with the particle "#§";
misuse.

Passive sentences have always been a challenging aspect of learning Chinese for international
students. Their common issue is the misuse of unmarked passive sentences as "bei" sentences. This paper
first classifies 282 Grade A verbs from the "Outline of Chinese Vocabulary and Chinese Characters
Level" (hereinafter referred to as the "Outline") based on the "criteria for verbs that can be used in
unmarked passive sentences" and the "criteria for verbs that can be used in 'bei' sentences." The verbs are
categorized into those that can be used in unmarked passive sentences, those that can be used in "bei"
sentences, and those that cannot be used in either type of sentence. Subsequently, in the Peking University
CCL corpus, the overlap between verbs that can be used in unmarked passive sentences and those that can
be used in "bei" sentences is examined. From this overlap, verbs are further classified into "verbs that can
only be used in unmarked passive sentences” and "verbs that can only be used in 'bei' sentences.” For
convenience in writing, we have adjusted the above results in this paper.

I. Classification Criteria for Verbs that Can Be Used in Unmarked Passive Sentences

The only specialized study on verbs that can be used in unmarked passive sentences is
"Unmarked Passive Sentences and Verb Classes” by Wang Canlong (1998: 15-19). Another significant
related study is "Explorations in the Grammar of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language" by Ly
Wenhua (2008). Ly Wenhua used descriptive methods to study the characteristics of verbs and nouns in
the two sentence structures but provided little analysis of verbs in unmarked passive sentences. The main
content of Wang Canlong's article is summarized briefly in this paper. He pointed out the following:

(1) The semantic features of verbs that express actions of animate entities, allowing them to
enter unmarked passive sentences, are [+controllable, +strong action, +resultative].

(2) Among verbs that express actions of inanimate entities, the most typical and common are
those describing actions caused by natural forces. Due to their semantic features of [+strong action,
+resultative], they can also enter unmarked passive sentences.

(3) Verbs describing actions caused by various machines and other objects can also be
considered as verbs expressing actions of inanimate entities.

(4) Some objects cannot perform certain actions on their own, but they can sometimes have a
significant impact on the people or things that come into contact with them (i.e., they can be resultative).

In comparison, Wang Canlong's summary of verb characteristics in unmarked passive sentences
is more straightforward to grasp. Therefore, this paper primarily adopts Wang Canlong's analysis as the
main basis for classifying verbs in unmarked passive sentences, with Lii Wenhua's research providing
supplementary insights. This study solely considers whether verbs can enter passive sentences (including
unmarked passive sentences and "bei" sentences), excluding considerations such as whether passive verbs
are followed by complements, dynamic particles, or the types of complements and dynamic particles
used.

We believe that by studying verbs at a certain level in the "Outline," similarities and differences
in verbs entering unmarked passive sentences and "bei" sentences can be summarized. Therefore, verbs
selected for analysis in this paper are primarily based on the "Outline," specifically Grade A words (1033
in total), which are explicitly labeled as "verbs" or have other parts-of-speech annotations (totaling 282
verbs). To ensure objectivity and scientific rigor in classification, each word underwent retrieval in the
Peking University CCL Modern Chinese Corpus. Among these, 16 verbs are exclusively used in
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unmarked passive sentences, namely: handle (73), change (%), perform (F;%), arrive (%), send (%),
review (£ >J), be responsible for (11 77), return ([B]), start (FF48), leave (B), trouble (F&J), try (iR),
count (%), be accustomed to (=] %), study (%), stand (ii).

Upon examining these verbs, we found that most of them commonly take inanimate nouns as
objects, rather than animate ones, reflecting a preference for subjects with [+human] characteristics over
those with [-human] traits (Xu Dan, 2004).

II. Classification Criteria for Verbs that Can Be Used in ""bei** Sentences

In the literature we gathered, there are numerous articles discussing predicate verbs in "bei"
sentences, though specialized studies are relatively scarce. Notably thorough among them are Fan Xiao's
(2006: 79-89) "Semantic Characteristics of Predicate Verbs in 'bei' Sentences" and Lii Wenhua's (2008)
"Explorations in the Grammar of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language." As mentioned earlier, Lii
Wenhua's classification criteria were challenging for us to apply during our analysis. Therefore, for
classifying verbs in "bei" sentences, we adopt a similar approach: Fan Xiao's analysis serves as the
primary classification criterion, supplemented by Lii Wenhua's research. According to Fan Xiao's
perspective, the classification criteria for verbs entering "bei" sentences are summarized as follows:

(1) Typical predicate verbs in "bei" sentences are characterized by [+valency], meaning they
are either transitive or trivalent verbs, with a prevalence of transitive verbs.

(2) A small number of monovalent verbs can also appear as predicate verbs in "bei" sentences
under specific conditions.

Among the 282 verbs we examined, there are 28 verbs that can only enter "bei" sentences but not
unmarked passive sentences. These verbs include: love (%), help (#5B%), compare (tt), compare (Eb#%),
express (F&7R), praise (F24%), bring (77), act (1st tone) (&), drop (#£), oppose (5 XT), visit (V511]), care (
*ily), welcome (¥kidh), plan (i+%1), enter (33F), test (FR), lead (%1'5), crawl (J€), think (A °A), agree (
BE), unite (414%5), hope (FE), laugh (55), need (FE), request (E:3K), influence (F20), exercise (35
), point (38).

Some of these words are not commonly used in "bei" sentences, but we have indeed found such
instances in our corpus. Besides the distinctions discussed in the studies of Wang Canlong and Fan Xiao
regarding verbs that can only enter unmarked passive sentences, there is another significant difference: in
sentences where these verbs form the object, both animate and inanimate objects can coexist.

From the analysis above, we know that verbs restricted to unmarked passive sentences commonly
take inanimate nouns as objects. In contrast, verbs restricted to "bei" sentences can take both animate and
inanimate nouns as objects. When these objects become subjects of the passive construction, subjects in
unmarked passive sentences are often inanimate, whereas subjects in "bei" sentences can be either
animate or inanimate. This indicates a higher likelihood of using "bei" in sentences where animate objects
serve as subjects compared to sentences with inanimate subjects.ITl. Verbs that Can Enter Both
Unmarked Passive Sentences and *"bei**'Sentences

There are 156 verbs that can enter both unmarked passive sentences and "bei" sentences. They
include:

arrange (& #HE), place (%), move (#%), hold (#3), perform (F 1), wipe (&), visit (ZW), check (
), sing (F8), eat (¥z), draw (3#), wear (%), blow (&%), hit (3T), wear (&), point (5), throw (),
understand (1), move (3)), read (i), exercise (##%), be hungry (1), discover (K1), turn over (&),
translate (fi¥), put (), divide (43"), enrich (&), change (2R), change (227%), do (F), do (}&), tell (&
JF), give (47), scrape (&), hang (#£), turn off (&), broadcast (I~ #&), shout (¥), drink (*&), spend (7E),
paint (i), return (iX), change (), answer ([E1%), gather (]£5&), squeeze (%), send (ZF), remember (ic
), continue (4k4%), add (A), insist ("% #+F), check (K x), see ()LL), build (31%), speak (#f), hand over (3
), teach (£), educate (&), call (1Y), connect (3%), end (55 %), solve (f#R), borrow (&), introduce (4%
411), conduct (iFE4T), lift (%%), decide (RZE), open (FF), look (&), pull ($iI), use (FIFH), contact (K R),
bright (58), understand (T i), stay (), buy (3£), sell (3£), take (£), read (i), slap (8), send (), run
(B&), bump (fiilf), criticize (3t1¥), break (88), ride (%), invite (i), get (BX#F), go (&), let (ik), hot (#4),
recognize (A i), mount (E), produce (%7~), left (), practice (3£i%), realize (52), use (fEF),
collect (%), tidy up (4k#8), lose (%), sleep (BE), say (5t), explain (i568), send (3£), count (&), raise (18
), talk (iR), discuss (17 12), kick (#%), mention (¥2), improve (18 &), jump (&), listen (I), stop (%), pass
(&), inform (G@%N), push (HE), retreat (3R), take off (B), complete (5ERK), play (3tJL), forget (i=), ask
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(1), like (EXX), wash (%), down (F), believe (#81€), want (28), write (&), learn (3 >]), study (8#3%),
perform GEH), want (), think (LLA), win (&), use (F), preview (T11>]), forgive (J&ix), increase (18
fim), exhibit (B8 %), occupy (&), master (£3#2), find (£k), take care (BBJii), know (%013&), live (1¥), pay
attention X&), install (£), prepare (4 %), walk (Z), organize (4121), do (&%), sit (4).

Through the analysis of these 156 words, we have identified the following characteristics:
whether monosyllabic or disyllabic, in a standalone sentence, they cannot be bare verbs when used in
both sentence structures. This means they must be followed by complement elements or dynamic particles
(although in context-rich sentences or repetitive "bei" structures, they may appear as bare verbs); they
exhibit strong actionality, which when followed by complement elements or dynamic particles can
indicate resultant effect or causality; they are mostly polyvalent; there are few polysemous words,
generally they are pure verbs, with only 36 out of the 156 words being polysemous, accounting for
23.07% of the total. Among these polysemous words, verbs doubling as nouns are the most frequent,
comprising 75% of all polysemous words; verbs doubling as adjectives account for 13.89%; while verbs
doubling as auxiliary verbs and prepositions make up 11.11% of all polysemous words.From the above
analysis, it is evident that there are relatively few polysemous words among verbs that can be used in both
sentence structures. Of these, verbs functioning as nouns and adjectives—essentially as verbs with other
real-word meanings—make up the vast majority, totaling 88.89%, with verbs functioning as auxiliary
verbs and prepositions representing only a small portion, or 11.11% of the total.

These are the general characteristics of these words. However, there is an exception: "be hungry"
(‘H"). While it is not as strongly actional as other words, it shares a causative feature similar to "tired" ('
2"). When combined with the character "#%" (‘bei'), "i%" (‘be hungry’) can form a "bei" sentence.
Furthermore, "be hungry" (‘7') expresses a negative meaning, which aligns with the predominantly
negative connotations of "bei" sentences, possibly explaining why "##" (e hungry’) can be used in "bei"
sentences.

IV. Verbs that Cannot Enter Either Unmarked Passive Sentences or 'bei** Sentences

There are a total of 82 verbs that cannot enter either unmarked passive sentences or "bei"
sentences. They include:

Competition (%), change (Z£1t), illness (&), not as good as (A~30), participate (Z10), differ (
#), towards (88), become (), arrive late (iR #1]), go out (H), depart (& /%), appear (H 1), plan ($TH),
represent (£ 3), obtain (1%), wait (£), low ({&), towards (¥1), happen (% 4=), convenient (A1), fly (&
), serve (AR%%), tutor (4#F), should (1%), feel (R&ZI), catch a cold (EXE), thank (i), happy (B>%),
with (&), work (I4E), enough (%), relationship (X&), pass (if), seem like (3F18), can (R),
conversation (1), live (G&), moving (G&3)), go through (£:3x), feel (%:45), cough (F%H), polite (B
), cry (58), come (3E), work (75 31), for example ({5140), practice (£5>]), finish(3rd tone) (T), flow (i),
travel (§&1T), not (&), warm (BE#0), afraid (18), start (#2), few (4»), live (%3E), win (E1), be (&), die
(3E), lie down (&), ache (&), dictation (AFE), through (i), complete (58), for (2nd tone) (CA), for (4th
tone) (), for the sake of (A 1), like (&), towards ([A]), thank you (i41i4f), work hard (&), go (7),
surname (), rest (1K), have (), willing to (&%), goodbye (£ i), at (#£), long (), wish (£32), do (
).

The characteristics of the above 82 verbs are as follows: most cannot take objects, are non-
resultative, and are highly polysemous. Among these 82 verbs, polysemous verbs account for 51.22%,
which is much higher compared to the 21.16% found in verbs that can enter both types of sentences.
Moreover, among polysemous verbs, 66.66% are verbs that also function as nouns and adjectives,
whereas 33.33% are verbs that function as auxiliary verbs or prepositions. This distribution is
significantly higher than the 13.79% found among verbs that can enter both sentence types. From this
analysis, we can conclude that polysemy is more prevalent among verbs that cannot enter both types of
sentences, with verbs that function as nouns and adjectives making up 66.66% of the total, and verbs that
function as auxiliary verbs or prepositions making up 33.33%.

Comparing with verbs that can enter both types of sentences mentioned above, we can conclude
that simple verbs are more likely to enter passive sentences than polysemous verbs. Verbs that also
function as nouns and adjectives are more likely to enter passive sentences than verbs that function as
auxiliary verbs or prepositions.

Next, we will summarize the proportions of these various types of verbs and the proportion of
polysemous verbs within each type. See Table 1 for details.
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Table 1
oportion and quantity the proportion and number of
the concurrent words in this type of words
Classification ronortion the
of\erbs En dp uantit proportion and the  proportion
of WC?I’dS 0¥ number of verbs | and number of verbs
this tvoe and other | and  other  function
yp substantive words
words
0,
can only be 5 67% 37.5% (6)
used in  unmarked 16 83.33% 16.67%
passive sentences 5 1
.29% 11
can only be 9.93% 39 900 (1) 5
used in "bei" sentences 28 28'9M’ 2'09A’
55 32 23.07% (36)
both  sentence | ' 88.89% 11.11%
patterns can be entered 32 4
156
] 29.08 51.22% (42)
neither sentence o
pattern can be entered 0 82 66.66% 33.33%
28 14
100
total 282 —_ _—
V. Summary

Through the analysis of the above verbs, we can draw the following conclusions:

Firstly, verbs that can only enter into unmarked passive sentences are relatively few, and these
verbs often take non-living nouns as their objects. Therefore, unmarked passive sentences are more
strictly limited in terms of the type of object they can take compared to "#£" sentences.

Secondly, verbs that can only enter into "#&" sentences do not have strict restrictions on their objects;
they can take both animate and inanimate objects. This means that the subject of a "#" sentence can be
either animate or inanimate.

Thirdly, verbs that can enter into both sentence structures constitute a large proportion. Among the 282
Grade A verbs in the "Outline," they make up more than half. This situation often confuses students who
may not know whether to use an unmarked passive sentence or a "#%" sentence. Additionally, our
teaching emphasizes the "#£" sentence for expressing passivity, which contributes to why students often
misuse unmarked passive sentences as "f§" sentences.
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