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This comparative analysis examines the role and perception of the English language within the
educational and cultural contexts of Greece and Kyrgyzstan. In Greece, English is offen viewed as a
vital skill for global communication and economic opportunity, influencing curriculum design and
cultural engagement. Conversely, in Kyrgyzstan, English serves as a tool for modernization and
international integration, yet faces challenges related to local language preservation and access
disparities. By exploring these contrasting environments, the study highlights how historical, social,
and economic factors shape the value placed on English, ultimately affecting both educational
outcomes and cultural identity in each country.

Key words: Bilingual Education, Cultural Identity, Language, Socioeconomic factors, Cultural
exchange.
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I'PELHUSTHBIH )KAHA KbIPThI3CTAH/IBIH BUJIUM BEPYY KAHA
MAJAHUUN YOUPOCYH/AO AHTJIMC TUWJINHHUH POJIYH ’KAHA KABbLJI
AJIYYHYH CAJIBIITBIPMAJIYY TAJIA00OCY

byn canviumoipma mandoooo I peyus menen KoipevlscmanOvin Ouium 6epyy HCana MaoaHui
KOHMEKCMMePUHOe AH2AUC MUIUHUH POLY HCAHA aHbl Kabwvii0oo uzuideece anvinam. Ipeyusoa
AH2IUC MUY KOOYHYO OYUHOIYK DAGPIAULYY HCAHA IKOHOMUKANBIK MYMKYHUYAYKMOP Y4YH MAAHULYY
KOHOYM Kamapsl KAPALbin, OKYY MIAHbIH UULMEN Ybleyyed HCAHA MAOAHUN 63 apd apaKemmeHyyeo
maacup smem. An amu  Kvipewisemanoa anenuc muay MOOEPHUSAYUAHBIH  HCAHA 31 APAIBIK
UHMESPAYUAHBIH KYPALbl KAMAPLL KbISMAM  KbLIAM, OUPOK HCEPSUTUKMYY MUTIOU CAKMOO HCAHA
HCEMKUTUKMYYAYKMYH MeHCU30UsU MeHeH Oaliianbiuikan Ketieelinepee myut 6oayyoa. byn xkapama-
Kapuibl Wapmmapobl Kapan 4bilyy MeHeH, U3ui0ee0e MAapbiXviil, COYUANObIK HCAHA IKOHOMUKANBIK
Qdaxmopnop amenuc MuluHUH OAARYVIYeYH KAHMUN MY36pY, aKbpblHOd dp Oup e1xeoe Ouium
OepyyHYH HAMBLINCAIAPBIHA HCAHA MAOAHUT UOEHMMYYAYeyHO maacup smepu baca bencuieHem.

Tyiiyuoyy ceszoep: xowr mundyy Ourum 6epyy, MAaOauuti UOeHMMYYAYK, MUl COYUANIObIK-
IKOHOMUKANBIK PAKMOPIIOP, MAOAHUT AAMAULYY.
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CPABHUTEJGHBII AHAJIN3 POJN U BOCIIPUATHUSA AHTJIHACKOT O
A3BIKA B OBPA3OBATEJBHOU U KYJbBTYPHOU CPEJE I'PELIUN U
KBIPI'BI3CTAHA

B smom cpasnumenvHoM ananuse paccmMampueaemes poib U GOCHPUSMUE AHEIUTICKO20 SA3bIKA 6
00pazoeamenvHoM U KyiemypHom koumexcemax I peyuu u Kvipeviscmana. B I'peyuu anenuticxuil a3vix

158

Becmnux Hecvik-Kynvckozo ynusepcumema, Ne59, 2024



QU/IO/IOTHYECKHE HAYKH

yacmo pacecmMampueaemes KaK HCUIHeHHO BAJICHBII HABLIK O/ 2N00ANBHO20 O6W€HM}Z u pacuiuperHus
IKOHOMUYECKUX BOZMONCHOCHETN, GIUTIOWUT HA pA3PABOMKY YHeOHLIX NpOZPaMM U KYIbmMYpPHOE
e3aumooeticmeue. A 6 Kvipeviscmane aHeAUHCKUT CHYHCUM  UHCHIPYMEHIIOM MOOEPHUAYUU U
MEHCOYHAPOOHOU UHMezpayll, HO CHAIKUBAeMCS ¢ NpoldiemMami, CEA30HHbIMU C COXPAHEHUeM
MECMHO20 A3bIKA U HepaseHCmeom oocmynd. H3yyas smu KOHMPACMHbIE YCIA06UA, UCCAe008aAHUe
nooYepKrueaem, Kaxk UCMOPUYECKIe, COYUATbHBIE U IKOHOMUYECKUE PAKmMOPbL POPMUPYIOM YeHHOCHb
AH2AUTCKO20 A3bIKA 6 Haulem 06114601’}’166, 6 KOHEYHOM umocee 6jiusdsd, Kaxk Ha pe3yivmdmol 06pa306aHu;z,
MAaK U HA KYyJIbMYPHYIO CaMOOBIMHOCIb 8 KAXHCOOT CIMpAHe.

Knrouesoie cnosa: 0eyazviunoe oOpazosanue, KyibMypHAS UOEHMUYHOCHb, A3bIK, COYUATLHO-
IKOHOMUYECKUE PAKMOPBI, KYIbMYPHBIH 00MEH.

English has a special place in the modern world, becoming not only a means of
communication, but also an important tool for access to knowledge, culture and economic
opportunities. In different countries perception of the English language can vary significantly
depending on cultural, historical and social factors. In this paper, we focus on a comparative
analysis of English language perception in Greece and Kyrgyzstan, two countries with
different linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Greece, with its rich history and culture, has
always been at the crossroads of Eastern and Western civilizations. In Greece, English has
become not only the language of international communication, but also an important tool for
career development. Education in English, especially in higher education, has become the
norm, and many Greek students choose English programs to increase their chances of a
successful career. On the other hand, Kyrgyzstan is a country with a diverse cultural and
linguistic landscape, where along with Kyrgyz and Russian, English is still the language of
choice. Kyrgyz and Russian, English has not yet taken such a prominent position. After
gaining independence in 1991, Kyrgyzstan faced many challenges, and the introduction of
English into the education system has become one of the tasks. However, in practice, many
students and young professionals have problems related to the lack of resources and qualified
teachers. As a result, the level of English language proficiency in the country remains lower
than in most other countries in the region. The integration of Greece into the European Union
has played a pivotal role in rendering the English language a central factor in contemporary
Greek society. Since joining the EU, Greece has experienced a profound transformation in its
linguistic landscape, necessitated by a deeper engagement with international partners and
institutions. This engagement has established English not only as a wvital tool for
communication but also as the predominant lingua franca within the region. The resultant
demand for English proficiency has surged across various sectors, encompassing business,
education, diplomacy, and beyond.

In response to this ever rising demand, a serious effort has been made to prioritize
English language education throughout the Greek educational system. Many institutions have
adapted their curricula to place greater emphasis on English proficiency, recognizing its
critical role in fostering global competitiveness. Language private schools multiplied in
numbers, to respond to the demand of acquiring advanced English skills. Furthermore,
English is increasingly offered as the primary foreign language in both primary and secondary
educational settings, laying a robust foundation for future generations. English language is
taught in Greek public schools as from pre-school education throughout all grades (primary
and secondary level), that is for more than 12 years.

Additionally, the advent of digital technology and globalization has substantially
facilitated the dissemination of English-language media, amplifying its influence across
Greece. As a result, the Greek population is flooded with English-language content, including
news articles, entertainment, and academic resources. This influx has also encouraged the
informal integration of English phrases—often referred to as "greekglish"—into everyday
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Greek conversations, particularly among young people. This adaptation reflects a broader
cultural phenomenon where languages interact and evolve in contemporary communicative
practices.

The tourism in Greece is based on gook English speaking skills. As a country, the
economy of which lies heavily on tourism, effective communication in English has become
indispensable for professionals and service providers in the tourist sector. English is the main
language for communication in many tourist hotspots, facilitating interaction between locals
and tourists. This economic imperative has entrenched English proficiency as a indispensable
skill in the labor market, prompting an ever increasing emphasis on English language training
in vocational education programs.

However, significant concerns have emerged, because of the rise of global English in
Greece, regarding the potential erosion of the Greek language and cultural identity. Some
linguists argue that the pervasive use of English, especially in urban areas, may contribute to
the dilution of Greece's linguistic heritage (e.g. worries for the preservation of Greek idioms,
expressions), while others assert that the dynamic interplay between English and Greek has
the potential to foster a richer linguistic environment, promoting cultural exchange.

Cultural perceptions of English also vary in the two countries. In Greece, English is
widely used in pop culture, including music, movies and literature, which create a positive
attitude towards learning English. Greek youth actively consume English-language content,
which promotes natural language acquisition. In Kyrgyzstan, the influence of English in mass
culture is still limited. Local people more often refer to Russian and Kyrgyz in everyday life,
which creates additional obstacles to learning English. English in Kyrgyzstan is becoming
increasingly relevant in the context of globalization and the country's integration into the
international community. In recent years, there has been a growing interest in learning
English, especially among young people and professionals seeking to improve their career
prospects. However, language proficiency and its use in everyday life continue to face certain
challenges. English is introduced in the school curriculum starting from primary grades. In
most cities, such as Bishkek and Osh, schools offer English courses, but the quality of
teaching can vary considerably. In larger cities, there are specialized language courses and
institutions where English is taught more intensively. However, in rural and remote areas,
access to quality teaching is often not available. Many students choose to study English in
higher education, but sometimes programs do not provide enough practice. The lack of
qualified teachers and modern teaching materials also affects the quality of education. English
in Kyrgyzstan is perceived as a necessary tool for career development and participation in
international projects. However, Russian and Kyrgyz dominate in everyday life. In mass
culture, the influence of English is still limited: most movies, music and literature are
presented in native languages. Nevertheless, young people actively use English to
communicate on social media and consume content on international platforms, which
promotes natural language acquisition. Kyrgyzstan is actively developing economic ties with
other countries, and English is becoming an important medium for doing business and
communicating with foreign partners. Many students seek education abroad, which creates
demand for quality English language courses. International organizations and NGOs are also
actively involved in English language education, offering programs for different population
groups. Despite the growing interest, Kyrgyzstan faces several challenges in the field of
English language learning. The main difficulty is the lack of qualified teachers, especially in
remote areas. Many teachers do not have sufficient training to teach the language effectively,
which negatively affects students' proficiency levels. In addition, educational resources are
often outdated and not up-to-date [5)].
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In the future, English will continue to gain popularity in Kyrgyzstan. Government
policies are expected to improve the quality of teaching and the availability of resources.
Private initiatives, such as opening new language schools and programs, can also play an
important role in increasing English proficiency among the population.

According to various studies, the level of English proficiency in Greece is quite high.
Most young people are able to hold a conversation in English, making the country one of the
leaders in terms of language proficiency in Europe. In Kyrgyzstan, English is also included in
the curricula of schools and universities, but the quality of teaching and access to learning
materials can vary widely. A curriculum for relevant pedagogical training of teachers in
higher education system the ICT Competency Framework, which reflects the characteristics
of the stages of informatization, describes the levels of ICT competency testing for preserve
teachers. In some regions there is a shortage of qualified teachers, which makes learning
difficult. Unlike in Greece, English in the Kyrgyz context is less prevalent in media and
culture. Russian and Kyrgyz are more prominent in everyday life, which limits opportunities
to practice English. Kyrgyzstan is developing international ties, but English has still not
become the main language of communication. Motivated learners tend to do so in the context
of career goals or study abroad. The level of English proficiency in Kyrgyzstan is generally
lower than in Greece. Many language learners face language barriers and lack of practice,
which hampers their ability to communicate. In Greece, motivation to learn English is much
higher due to its importance in studies and career. In Kyrgyzstan, motivation often depends on
personal goals and limited resources. Systematic teaching and access to resources in Greece
create a more effective educational environment. In Kyrgyzstan, the quality of education can
vary, which affects the overall level of language proficiency. English in Greece is perceived
as an important tool for career development and integration into the international community.
In Kyrgyzstan, it is seen as a foreign language not studied by all, which reduces its social
status. English plays an important role in both countries, but the perception is different. In
Greece it is an integral part of educational and cultural life, whereas in Kyrgyzstan its learning
depends on many factors, including the availability of resources and motivation.
Understanding these differences can help in developing more effective methods of teaching
English in different contexts [6)].

Thus, the perception of English in Greece and Kyrgyzstan can be viewed through the
prism of educational systems, cultural context and socio-economic factors. Despite the
similarity of the countries' goals for learning English, the approaches and outcomes differ. In
Greece, English has become an important tool for integration into the global community,
while in Kyrgyzstan English learning continues to face a number of obstacles. This
comparison will help to better understand how different factors influence the learning and use
of English in different cultural contexts. In the following sections, we will delve deeper into
analyzing each aspect to identify key differences and common trends. Perceptions of English in
Greece and Kyrgyzstan reflect many factors, including cultural, historical, educational and
economic aspects. Despite their similarities in their desire to integrate into the international
community, the differences in approaches and outcomes of English language learning in the two
countries are notable and deserve separate analysis. At the same time, the perception of English in
Kyrgyzstan is in its infancy. Despite the inclusion of English in school and university programs,
the quality of teaching and access to resources remain problems. In most cases, English is
perceived as a foreign language, necessary for international communication, but not of equal
importance in everyday life. Russian and Kyrgyz take the lead, which limits the practical use of
English. At the same time, the growing interest in language learning associated with career
opportunities and study abroad creates new incentives for language acquisition.
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A comparison of the perception of English in both countries shows that the success of
English language learning depends largely on educational policies, availability of resources
and cultural context. In Greece, English has become a key element of cultural identity and
professional development, while in Kyrgyzstan it is on its way to this status. It is important to
note that the younger generation in Kyrgyzstan is showing a desire to learn English, which
could lead to a change in the future. If steps are taken to improve the quality of education and
the availability of learning materials, the level of English proficiency in the country could
increase significantly.

In conclusion, the perception of English in Greece and Kyrgyzstan illustrates a complex
picture where cultural and economic contexts shape attitudes towards the language. Greece
shows a successful example of the integration of English into society, while Kyrgyzstan is on
its way to being recognized as an important tool in education and career. Understanding these
differences allows for a better assessment of current challenges and opportunities, as well as
strategic approaches to the development of language education in both countries. Given
global changes and the growing role of English in international relations, the perception of
English will continue to evolve, opening new horizons for future generations. Finally, it is
important to note that the perception of English in both countries will continue to evolve.
Global changes such as migration, economic cooperation and cultural exchanges will
contribute to the transformation of attitudes towards the language. It is important that
educational systems adapt to these changes and continue to develop programs that address the
needs and interests of students. Thus, English represents not only a means of communication,
but also a key to new opportunities and perspectives. Its reception in Greece and Kyrgyzstan
demonstrates how important it is to consider local contexts and needs when developing
language teaching strategies. Investing in education and technology, paying attention to
cultural aspects and supporting initiatives aimed at developing language skills will create a
solid foundation for future generations. These steps will help not only to improve English
proficiency, but also to create a more open and integrated society that can interact effectively
in the international arena.
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