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"MBIP3A" CO3YHYH KOJIJIOHYJIVIIIVH ASUTTAPJBIH KO3 KAPAIIILI MEHEH
TAJIJIOO

AHAJIN3 YIIOTPEBJIEHM S CJIOBA «C2P» C XXEHCKOU TOYKU 3PEHUSA

AN ANALYSIS OF THE USE OF THE WORD "SIR" FROM A FEMALE PERSPECTIVE

Kpickaua wmyHe3aeme: TwuiauH JieKCMKa TYTYMYyHYH MaaHWIYY O3myry Kartapsl
caJlamMJallyy TEHJIEPAMK aWbIpMadbUIBIKTapAbl YarbULABIPBIIIBI MYMKYH. YpMarTyy »KaHa
ommuMayy asuira kapata "MeIp3a” JereH ¢33y KONJIOHYY KEpeKIH Ke JKOKITY JeTeH Talall-
TapThIl KYY ajlyyaa. COI.II/IOJ'II/IHFBI/ICTI/IK&HBIH [osunusiJiapblHaH aBTOP ap KaH,Z[aﬁ MC3Trujacpacru
KOpIyCcTapAabl JKaHa C§3HYKT§p,I(Y, 0H.IOHI[OI71 9JIC CCMAHTHKAJIBIK TaJlaaHbl JHAXPOHHUKAJIBIK
CAJIBIITHIPYY KaHa TaNJ00 bIKMajapbl MEHEH alpbhiM asunapiabiH "Mbip3a” gereH c33ay asuiabik
K33 KapalliTaH OpYHCY3 ACII TaOBIIIBIHBIH CC6€1’ITepI/IH PISI/IJ'II[Gf/iT.

AHHOTANUA: SIBISSICH BaKHOM YacThIO CIIOBAPHOM CHCTEMBI SA3BIKA, NPUBETCTBUS MOTYT
OTpaXXaTb TCHACPHBIC pa3JINYHs. Pacrer AUCKYCCHA O TOM, CICAYET JIM UCIIOJb30BATL CJIOBO «COP»
M0 OTHONIICHHUIO K PecreKTadembHOM W 00pa3oBaHHON keHIMHE. C MO3UIMA COIMOJIMHTBUCTUKHU
aBTOP pacCMaTpPUBAET CIOBAPHU PA3HBIX IIEPHOIOB, & TAKKE METOAAMHU JUAXPOHUYECKOTO CPABHEHU
" aHaJIn3a CEMaHTUYCCKOTI'O MOJISA UCCICAYCT MPUINHBI, IO KOTOPBIM HEKOTOPBIC JKCHIIUHBI CUUTAOT
CJIOBO «COP>» HECYMCCTHBIM C JKEHCKOM TOYKHU 3pCHUs.

Abstract: As an important part of the language vocabulary system, salutations can reflect
gender differences. There is a growing debate about whether the word "sir" should be used to refer
to a respectable and learned woman. From the perspective of sociolinguistics, the author examines
corpora and dictionaries in different periods, and uses the methods of diachronic comparison and
semantic field analysis to explore the reasons why some women think that the word "sir" is
inappropriate from a female perspective.

Hernsru 003}19[): MLIp3a; AUAXPOHUKAJIBIK CAIBIINTHIPYYHYH CCMAHTUKAJIBIK TaJIadChIH TaJl1g0o0,
asuIgapAbIH calaMIallyycCy JKOK; asyigapAbIH IIEPCIEKTUBACHL.

KiroueBble ciioBa: TOCIIOAUH; aHaJIu3 CCMAHTUYCCKOTO IO AUAXPOHUYCCKOI0 CpABHCHUA,
OTCYTCTBYCT KCHCKOC NPUBETCTBUC, )KCHCKaA ICPCIICKTHUBA.
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When the word "sir" is used as a salutation, it has a wide range of references. In life, a
woman can call her husband Mr. and address a man by "first name (last name) + [sir] In
addition, people often refer to highly educated and respected women as "sir", such as Song Qingling
(born in 1893), He Xiangning (born in 1878), Xu Guangping (born in 1898), Bingxin (born in
1900), etc., who are often referred to as "sir" [9]. However, more and more people are now
questioning the use of women as "sir", because the height of women's lifelong efforts is given a
masculine predicate, which Zhou Youguang (2003) also believes is unreasonable [15].

1. The meaning of the word *'sir’* and the problem

The word "sir" first appeared in "Poetry, Daya, Shengmin™: "Born in the moon, Mr. Ruda",
its original meaning is the beginning, the beginning of the meaning. In the Great Dictionary of the
Chinese Language, the word "sir'" has 13 meanings: —1. the first son, the first child, 2. the father and
brother, 3. the older and more learned, 4. the teacher, 5. the ancestor, 6. the scholar, 7. the general
name of the literati and scholars, 8. the Taoist priest; 9. In the old days, it was called a person who
took face-reading, divination, singing, practicing medicine, and reading feng shui as his profession;
. He was called a prostitute; 11. In the old days, he was called a clerk or a person who was in charge
of management; 12. A wife was called a husband; 13. A common term between ordinary people. 14.
Refers to men who are representative of the region or industry.l [7]. The Great Chinese Dictionary
does not explicitly state that the word "sir" can be used to refer to a woman of learned and noble

status.
In the seventh edition of the Modern Chinese Dictionary, the word "sir" has six meanings:

—1.Teacher;2.Honorific titles for intellectuals and adult men of a certain status (and sometimes for
women of status and prestige);3.Calling another man's husband or one's own husband to another;4.<
Fang > doctor. 5. Once called the ledger ;6.In the old days, it was called a person who was engaged
in storytelling, orientation, arithmetic management, and feng shui.l [11]. It should be pointed out
that the word "sir" in the fourth edition of the Modern Chinese Dictionary does not refer to women,
but it has since been revised and revised to include the meaning of women.

By searching the three dictionaries of "Chinese Dictionary”, "Cihai" and the old edition of
"Ciyuan", it is concluded that "sir" does not refer to the meaning of women. In all three dictionaries,
"sir" has the meaning of "sir", which can be analyzed, and the subsequent use of the word "sir" to
refer to learned and respected women is a transfer of this meaning, but not all women can be called
"sir". In addition, searching for the word "sir" in "Dr. Chinese", in addition to the meaning
mentioned above, "sir" also has the meaning of prostitute: Shanghai prostitutes are all called sir [6].
At that time, many prostitutes in the Shanghai area were influenced by the social environment and
came into contact with many Westerners and Western ideas.

The use of the term "sir" to refer to women comes from a specific historical period.
Addressing a woman as "sir" requires both a woman's knowledge and contribution to society, as
well as a restriction on the age of the woman. In the modern social and cultural environment, there
are some unavoidable problems in calling women "sir", and we must be cautious in our use [12].



2. The phenomenon and causes of the lack of female salutations
Through a search of the BCC corpus, the author found that the word "sir" was widely used
from 1914 to 1944 (during the Republic of China), and reached its peak in 1915. See the image

below:
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Figure 1: Frequency chart of the use of the word "'sir"

During the period of the Republic of China, while the mind was emancipated, women were
also liberated, and women began to go out of the house to enter the society, devote themselves to
various industries, and made certain achievements and contributions to the society. Under such
circumstances, the world gradually called women of status and knowledge "sir". The use of the
word "sir" to refer to women began with the address of Soong Ching Ling. The author searched the
BCC corpus and found that the earliest corpus in the current record appeared in the "Declaration™.

"ShenBao 1929 station is decorated with slogans such as ""Happy Mr. Soong Qingling’s
return to China" and other slogans were added to the station yesterday morning, and the
party headquarters of Shanghai Special City also made white cloth banners and large slogans
on five or six sides, and the station was on guard yesterday morning, except for the Zhabei
garrison, a small number of guards were transferred to the station to separate and
protect  I[8].

Xing Fuyi (2005) mentions that Mao Zedong used the word "sir" in his letter to Soong

Ching-ling, [9] and that Mao Zedong and Soong Ching-ling had different political positions, and it
was inappropriate to call them "comrade”, so they were called "sir".
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Figure 2: Frequency chart of the use of the term ""madam**

In addition to "sir", there is another special word that is also worth scrutinizing — "female
sir". Through the search of "Chinese Doctor", it was found that the term "female gentleman™ can



refer to a woman with knowledge, or it can refer to a woman who is engaged in storytelling and
divination, or it can be called "female first" or "female first".

Example 1: Baoshan said: "It seems that | heard that the seventh master has a very learned
girlfriend now, and probably now that his learning is progressing, it is all taught by that female
gentleman?" (CCL corpus, Center for Chinese and Chinese Studies, Peking University).

Example 2: After a break from the play, a mother-in-law brought in two female gentlemen
who often walked under the door, put two sticks on the other side and ordered him to sit down, and
handed the strings and pipa over [2].

In Example 1, "Mr. Woman" refers to a female teacher, and in Example 2, "Mr. Woman"
refers to a woman who sings. Comparing the meanings of the words "sir" and "gentleman™, it is not
difficult to conclude that the word "gentleman™ has been transferred to some of the meanings of the
word "sir". The word formation method of “female son™ is the same as that of the word "female
gentleman”, which is composed of "[female] + male salutation”. The word formation method of
"[female] + male salutation” reflects the missing link of female salutation, and at the same time is a
supplement to the missing link of female salutation.

The term "lady" is also used to refer to women. The word lady was first derived from the
meaning of "Ms. Lier" in the Book of Songs, Daya, and Drunk, that is, "a woman with a scholar”,
which is an honorific title for a knowledgeable and cultivated woman, and it is still used today [16].
The word "lady" in the Great Chinese Dictionary has three meanings: "1. The old term was a
woman who was a scholar, 2. It was used as an honorific title for a woman, and 3. A woman and a
man." The seventh edition of the Modern Chinese Dictionary has only one meaning of the word
"lady", that is, an honorific title for women.

Through a search of the BCC corpus, the author found that the word "lady" was used more
frequently from 1923 to 1945, and reached its peak in 1929. See image below.

The reason for this is, on the one hand, during the Republic of China, great changes took
place in Chinese society, the feudal imperial system and autocratic rule that lasted for more than
2,000 years were broken, and the traditional society dominated by male power, patriarchy, and
husband power was impacted, and women were liberated. On the other hand, after the New Culture.
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Figure 3: Comparison chart of the frequency of use of "Mr."" and ""Ms.""

Movement, more and more Western culture and ideas were introduced into China, and under
the influence of Western feminism, women demanded equal rights with men and achieved equality
between men and women.



Comparing the frequency of use of the word "sir" with the word "madam” (see figure
below), it is not difficult to conclude that both are expressions of the use of women in specific fields
at a specific time, and it is difficult to briefly evaluate the meaning and usage of the two in isolation
from the specific context of the times. Language is a mirror that reflects social culture, and the
development and changes of society are also reflected in language.

Analyzing the words "sir" and "madam” from the perspective of semantic field, it is not
difficult to conclude that the word "sir" has a gender-ambiguous meaning. From the original
meaning, the word "sir" mostly refers to men, and only in specific contexts can it be used as a
female salutation. The word "sir" is both a manifestation of and a complement to the missing link in
female salutation. See the image below:
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Figure 4: "'Sir" and ""Ms." semantic field analysis diagrams

The use of "sir" to refer to women is a product of a specific social and cultural background.
China is a traditional agricultural country, in the traditional labor to the way of male farming and
female weaving, its main idea is also around the mode of production to form the idea of male
superiority and female inferiority, male dominance and female dominance. In such a social context,
there are naturally very few words that refer specifically to female salutations. However, due to the
drastic changes in China's recent history, many new ideas have poured into China, and women have
been promoted in terms of status and ideology, and they are active in all strata of society, engaged in
various fields, and seek equal status with men in terms of rights and status. Taking "Mr" as an
example, our social tradition is male-centered, so there are male social generic names for "sir" and
no female social generic names. Therefore, the use of "sir" to directly refer to a respected woman
can also be called a form of "language complement"”. In the process of the development of "sir" to
refer to women, whether it is the form of "female + title", the original "masculine™ title to refer to
"both sexes", and even the absence of female titles, all of which illustrate the inequality of gender
pressure in the social background, and the hidden "implicit and disadvantaged" female status
determined by cultural traditions and social customs [12].

Judging from the difference in cognitive attitudes between men and women. After breaking
through the patriarchal and patriarchal domination, women are calling for freedom and equality.
With regard to the lack of links in the female salutation, men generally consider the use of the word
"sir" to refer to women of learned and distinguished status within the acceptable range, and do not
find such a title inappropriate. But from a woman's point of view, the term does have ambiguity.
From the oppressed to the up-and-coming in various fields, women have given a lot on the road to
power and equality, and naturally do not want their highest achievements to be crowned with the
word "sir" used in male titles, which is the source of the current dispute over whether the word "sir"
is appropriate to address women. Women's resistance to the patriarchal society was first reflected in
literary works, and the choice of vocabulary also reflected a kind of resistance to women's "micro-
disadvantage”, women could not escape the influence of the millennial patriarchal social
domination, and it is not difficult to find the "male gaze" in the works and thoughts of female



writers [14] but at the same time, their works also embody "women with the male gaze to gaze at
women"[5].

The lack of female salutations is not only reflected in the word "sir", but there are other
words that also reflect the lack of female salutations. In daily life, students call the wives of male
tutors "Mrs. Shi" and "Mrs. Shi", but they often do not know how to address the husbands of female
tutors. Traditional Chinese skills focus on the inheritance of the teacher, students call the teacher
"master", the same door that calls "master” is "uncle” or "uncle”, the male classmate who calls
"master" is also "uncle™ and "uncle", and the female cousin who calls "master" is also called "uncle"
and "uncle". In a general sense, "uncle” and "uncle" both refer to relatives of male families, and it is
also inappropriate to use "uncle™ and "uncle” to refer to female inheritors. During the beginning of
the fall semester, the word "military master" became popular on the Internet, and people often used
the word "military master” to refer to freshmen who seized resources such as canteens, express
stations, supermarkets, etc., whether they were boys or girls, they could be called "military
masters”. The "master" in the word "military master" reflects the masculine color, but many girls
also use the word "military master" to refer to themselves, instead of using the word "military milk"
to refer to themselves.

In response to the question "What do you think should be called a highly respected and
knowledgeable woman?", the author distributed 210 questionnaires to college students, 210
questionnaires were returned, and 210 valid questionnaires were received. A total of 105
questionnaires were filled out by women and 105 questionnaires by men. According to the data of
the valid questionnaire, there is a need for some new salutations to refer to highly respected and
knowledgeable women, such as teacher, surname + [lady], etc. However, there are also some people
who believe that it is appropriate to use the word "sir" to refer to a highly respected and
knowledgeable woman, which is a continuation of the tradition of transposing the word "sir" to
describe a highly respected and learned woman.
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Figure 5: Chart of questionnaire data

I11. Conclusion

Mr. Xing Fuyi pointed out that "language is the symbol of culture, and culture is the
management of language™ [9]. We cannot deny that the word "sir" is plausible in its use to refer to
learned and respected women, but language is a system of symbols that satisfies communication
between people and reflects a certain social environment. With the development and change of
society, the transformation of women's roles has also brought some practical problems, and the
structure of female salutations needs to be reconstructed and improved. From the phenomenon of
missing links in modern Chinese female salutations, it is not difficult to see that female salutations
develop with the development of society and change with the change of women's status. Only when



men and women play an equal role in society can the two sexes achieve true
equality and the phenomenon of the lack of female pronouns can be truly solved.

References

1. CCL corpus, Center for Chinese and Chinese Studies, Peking University

2. Cao Xuegin, Gao E, Li Quanhua. {Dream of Red Mansions) Passage
Edition[M].Yuelu Book Society, 1987.

3. Modern Women (Late), 2011(01):15-17.

4. Written by Xu Shen. [Qing] Duan Yu Referee NoteShanghai: Shanghai
Ancient Books Publishing House,1 988: 53, 73, 145, 146.

5. Hu Yugi. Application of gaze theory in post-structural feminist translation
research[J].Journal of Xi'an University of Foreign Chinese,2023,31(03):114-119.)
DOI:10.16362/j.cnki.cn61-1457/h.2023.03.017.

6. Li Boyuan. A Brief History of Civilization[M]. Beijing: People's Publishing

House, 2010.
7. Luo Zhufeng, ed., Chinese Dictionary, published by Chinese Dictionary
Publishing House,

1993.

8. Xun Endong, Rao Gaoqi, Xiao Xiaoyue, Zang Jiaojiao. Development of BCC
corpus in the
context of big data[J], Corpus Linguistics, 2016(1).

9. Xing Fuyi.Observation of "Mr." and Female Scholars in the Context of
Broad Time and Space[J].Chinese Language Teaching in the World,2005(03): 18-
27+114.

10. Dictionary Editing Office, Institute of Linguistics, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, Modern Chinese Dictionary, Fourth Edition, Beijing: The
Commercial Press, 2002

11. Dictionary Editing Office, Institute of Linguistics, Chinese Academy of
Social SciencesModern Chinese Dictionary, 7th Edition, Beijing: The Commercial
Press, 2016(09).

12. Zhang Yuchai.Xiaoyi "Mr" should not be used as a female salutation[J].
Northern Literature (Late Edition), 2017, 000(007):241.

13. Ms. Zhou Youguang should not be called Mr. [C]//Proceedings of the
2003 Annual Conference of the Chinese Chinese Chinese Modernization
Society.Chinese Language Press,2003:291-292.

14. Mulvey L. Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema[J]. Screen, 2001,
16(3). DOI:10.1007/978-1-349-19798-93.

15. Zhou Youguang. Ms. should not be called Mr. [C]//Chinese Chinese
Language Modernization Society.Proceedings of the 2003 Annual Conference of
the Chinese Chinese Language Modernization Society.Chinese Language Press,
2003:291-292.

16. Hao Shining.From the change of female predicate to see the change of
female status[J].Modern Women(Late),2011(01):15-17.



