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TEACHING ENGLISH IDIOMS RELATED TO WEATHER
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Abstract: The article discusses the importance of learning and using English idioms related to
weather in everyday life and how to teach them. What is an idiom? Idioms are Englishexpressions that
are quite unigue because the meaning of the expression is different to the individual meaning of each
word. Learning English idioms enriches the vocabulary of students, and also helps non-native
students to speak more fluently, facilitate communication and better understanding of English
culture.

Annomayusa: byn makanaoa aba vipaiibina OQUAAHBIUMYY UOUOMALAPObL AHRIUC MUL CADA2bIHOA
OKYmMYy bIKMAApbl, KYHYMOYK MYPMYWING AHSAUC UOUOMALAPBIH KOJIOOHYY CmyOeHmmep YuYyH
naioanyy sxkenoueu kapaiovi. Mouoma oecen smue? Houoma - Hcannvl MAaHUCU OWON CO300POYH
JlIceKe MAAHUCU MeHeH muke OalllaHbluUnacmarn, KOOYH4e ommo Maanude KOAOOHYIYN, OULON MU
VUYH 2aHa MYHO30YY 00A20H, MYMYMYHOA2bl CO300POY AXCHIPAMbIN KAPOO2O MYMKYH 0010020H
MYPYKMYy €03 aukaumapsl. Aueauc uOUOMAIApbIHbIH OKYMYY - CHYOeHMMeEPOUH co3 OAUIbIebIHbIH
OCYULYHO, OULOHOOI 1€ AHSIUC MUTU CIYOCHMEP YUYH 63 d9He Muiu O010020HOVKMAH, UOUOMATAPOb
KOJIOOHYY IPKUH JHCAHA HCOHOKOU CYILIOO2OICAHA AH2UC MAOAHUSNBIH MYYPA MYULYHYY2O HcapOam
bepem.

Annomauusn: B omoii cmamve paccmampusaemcs 00yyeHue aneiuticCKum uouomMam, OmHOCAUWUXCSL K
noeode, a MaKice BANCHOCHb YNOMPEONeHUs IMUX UOUOM 8 NOBCEOHe8HOU dHcusHu. Ymo makoe
uouoma? Houoma - smo obopom peuu, ycmouuugoe cCOUemanue Cclos, 3HAYeHUue KOMOpo2o He
onpeoensemcs 3HAYeHueM 6X00SyUX 8 He20 Cl08, G3SMbIX N0 OMOEIbHOCMU. O080IbHO HACHO
UCNOTBL3YIOMCST 8 NEPEHOCHOM cMblcae. M3yyenue anenutickux uouom obozawaem Clo8aphvill 3anac
CMYOeHmO8, a MAKICe NOMO2Aem CIYyOeHmMAM, OJisi KOMOPbIX 3bIK He AGISLemCsi POOHbIM, 2060PUMb
bonee c60000HO, ynpoujaem odweHue U yduiee NOHUMAHUE AH2IULCKOU KYIbMYPbL.
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Ypyummyy ce3zoep: aba wvipaiivl, anenuc uouomanapvi, cmyoeHm, OKyyuy, KyYHYMOYK cyuiousyy,
aHenuc MadaHusimul, GULYY.

Knwuesvie cnoea: nocooa, cnogapmvlii 3anac, KajicooOHesHOe obujenue, AHeIUlcKas Kyibmypd,
3HaHUe, CIYOeHM, YHAUJUECS.

Idioms are frequently used in formal and informal, spoken, and written discourse.They are
common in movies, on television, in journalism, in books and literature, and
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in advertising, as well as in everyday life. Most English speakers utter about 7,000 idioms
per week. This means that about four idiomatic expressions are produced in every minute of
speech. Erman and Warren calculated that “idioms make up a large portion of any discourse,
constituting 58.6% of spoken English and 52.3% of written English” [1. p.31]. Thus,
idiomatic expressions create a significant portion of our everyday communication.

An idiom can be defined as a phrase that has a different meaning from the meaningof its
separate components. One of the characteristics of idioms is that you cannot change the
words or their word order. In other words, idioms are basically fixed expressions. For
example, the idiom, “Are you feeling a bit under the weather?” cannotbe changed to “Are
you feeling a bit under the sun?” Usually, the meaning is completely different, which is
why they are so tricky for students. Idioms are specific to one culture and language and their
meaning is peculiar to that language. Another example is the idiom "It's raining cats and
dogs," which means it is raining extensively,but learners usually get the meaning of —dogs
and felines are falling from the sky”. Usually, the learners first analyze the literal level.

The authors of the Oxford Dictionary of Current Idiomatic English said in the dictionary that
“Familiarity with a wide range of idiomatic expressions and the ability to use them
appropriately in context are among the distinguishing marks of a native-like command of
English” [2.p.345]. Yu Ren Dong states, “Idioms are tools for insight — poetic, conceptual
and cultural — and without acquiring knowledge about them, nonnative English-speaking
students will always be cultural and language outsiders, despite advanced language and
cognitive skills” [3.p.56].

There is a question about why teaching idioms is important to English language learners.

So we can answer that teaching English idioms is as an important part of language
acquisition, the learning of idioms must be considered an essential partof
vocabulary learning, idioms are an enjoyable way of using language and joy helps students
learn more effectively. In addition, idioms are used daily and repeatedly by native speakers
of English Language. Learning idiomatic expressions helps non-native speakers of a
language become more fluent, and sound more native-like.

What is an idiom? Idioms are English expressions that are quite unique because themeaning
of the expression is different to the individual meaning of each word. Now idioms exist in
lots of different languages but the reason that they can be so difficult tounderstand and also
to learn to use is that they have different meanings. It is also becauselearners get frustrated and
confused the most of the time when they try to learn long lists of idioms in books and on
websites. Some of them might have even heard before. The secret to learning English idioms
is to focus on idioms that are often used in everyday conversations. Knowledge of English
idioms will help learners not to get into stupid situations, make it easier to communicate
and better understand English culture. Like


https://www.teflcourse.net/amp/blog/4-super-easy-tips-for-teaching-vocabulary-to-young-learners-ittt-tefl-blog/

everything idioms come in another fashion. Sometimes they are popular; sometimes they are
not really draggy.

I have chosen all of the idioms that | teach in each lesson specifically because they are currently in
use. I am going to introduce to you a few really common English idioms right here,right now. When
do | say the word weather what kinds of ideas come into your head? | think of sunshine, thunder,
clouds, wind, rain, storm, ice, lightning and all sorts of words.

In this lesson plan, my students will practice using weather idioms through a series of activities. In
each activity, they will speak, listen, write and read different weather idioms.

Level: Intermediate

Learning Objectives

Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to do the following:

Define the literal meaning of various weather idioms

Accurately use weather idioms for appropriate situations

Length

60-80 minutes

Vocabulary

To feel under the weather. If you feel under the weather you are not feeling very well at all. You
might be sick, you might have a caught. F.ex. I said that I’d meet my friends for dinner tonight, but
I’m feeling a bit under the weather, so I don’t think I’ll go. You look a bit under the weather today,
are you feeling Ok?

1. When it rains it pours. So when something goes wrong and a whole bunch of things
go wrong at the same time that is the time to give this idiom.

2. Every cloud has a silver lining. Your friend is having some problems, maybe they lost
their job or the boyfriend brought up with them or the girlfriend. You can use this idiom
to help them feel better and confident. It means it’s possible to find a positive in a
negative situation. I’'m really sorry you lost your job, but you know every cloud has a
silver lining. Perhaps this will give you the opportunity to work on your own business
for a while.

3. Toget wind of something means to hear about something or to learn about something.
Mostly when what you hear is actually support to the secret. For example: “Did you
hear the rumors about our CEQ resigning? Yeah. | did get wind of that yesterday? Do
you think the rumors are true?

4. Come rain or shine. It means I will definitely be there, no matter what! For example,
my cousin said to me: “Are you coming to my birthday party on Saturday night? Then
I told her of course. Come rain or shine I’l1 be there, don’t worry! So rain represents bad
weather and shine represents the sun.

5. To have your head in the clouds just means really, super-fast! Did you see that car?
It was lightning fast! I just couldn’t believe how early you left the room! You finished
the exam lightning fast!

6. To take a rain check You would like to accept an offer . You can’t accept the offer
(right now) but you would like to accept the offer in the future. For example: If your
friend said to you I’ve got two spare tickets to the football match tonight. Do you want
to come? Yeah, that sounds awesome! But it’s my grandfather’s birthday tonight. I
can’t. Can | take a rain check to come some other time?



7. Brighten up the day something that brightens to you, a day makes you feel really
positive and happy. For example: you ran into an old friend on the street that you haven’t
seen in years that brightened up the day or if you are sick in a hospital and a good friend
came to visit you that will brighten up the day. You say thanks for visiting. You really
brightened up my day.

8. Take a rain check. We use this when we want to refuse an offer in a polite way,
implying that we may accept it in the future.

9. Example: I’ll have to take a rain check on that dinner tomorrow. I’m afraid I have to
work late so let’s make it another time. (note: This idiom has its origin in American
baseball, where in the 1880s paying spectators were offered a piece of paper called “a
rain check”, entitling them to future admission for a game that was postponed or finished
early because it was raining)

10. The calm before the storm. A peaceful, quiet time that comes before a busy or difficult
time.

Example: The whole family is coming to stay for a week so | am trying to relax a littlein the calm
before the storm!

11. Break the ice. To do or say something to remove tension when you first meet someone,
or after an argument

Examples: 1. After the argument, there was a bad atmosphere between them, until Johnbroke the ice
by offering her a cup of tea.

2. The class of students felt a little uncomfortable at first, but then one of them broke the ice by
starting a conversation and making a joke.

12. Astorm in ateacup (British English)

A tempest in a teapot (American English)

Examples: This argument is just a storm in a teacup! It’s not important at all! (British or Australian
English)

This argument is just a tempest in a teapot! It will be forgotten by tomorrow.

(American English)

13. A bolt from the blue. Something that is totally unexpected.

Example: When he told me the news that he was emigrating, it was a bolt from the blue, because 1
thought he loved living here. (note: “A bolt from the biue” is a bolt of thunderthat comes out of a blue
sky. Usually, thunder occurs only during a storm, but sometimesit can also happen when the sky is
blue — and in this case it is totally unexpected.)

14. It's raining cats and dogs: it's raining very hard.

Example: Take you umbrella and a jacket because it's raining cats and dogs outside

15. It never rains but it pours: when things don't just go wrong but very
wrong and other bad things happen too.

Example: First he lost his keys to the house, then his wallet and then his car broke down.
It never rains but it pours.

16. Steal my thunder: when someone takes attention away from someone else.
Example: Don't wear that dress to the wedding; the bride won't like it because you'll be
stealing her thunder. After teaching the vocabulary students are offered to do the
following activities:

1.Write the correct idiom for each sentence.
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1. I'd love to come to the party but I'll have to as | have to start work very early
the next morning.

2.  We often make small talk to at the beginning of a business meeting, so that
everyone can feel more comfortable.

3. When I heard the news, it was as | was not expecting it at all!

4. She often gets annoyed at very trivial things - but it's just a and she soon forgets
about it.

5. Just before all my relatives arrived for the festival, | relaxed for a few hours and made
the most of

2. Choose the right idiom
1.When | heard the news that he had left his job, it was as | thought he loved

working there.
a) astormin ateacup
b) arain check
c) abolt from the blue
2.We have been so busy but now we are fully prepared for this event, so now let's enjoy
and take a few days off!
a) arain check
b) the calm before the storm
c) abolt from the blue
3.1t was a little awkward when we first met, but after we had with some small
talk, we found that we had a lot in common.
a) the calm before the storm
b) taken a rain check
c) broken the ice
4.This argument is only a so don't worry - it will soon be forgotten.
a) the calm before the storm
b) bolt from the blue
c) stormin ateacup/ a tempest in a teapot
“a storm in a teapot is used in British and Australian English only
5.1'm sorry but I'll have to take on the party tonight. I'm not feeling very well.
a) atempestin a teapot
b) arain check
c) abolt from the blue

3. Playing interactive games to test idioms about the weather
This English vocabulary game is to help you learn idioms about the weather.
Choose the correct meaning for each idiomatic expression.

break the ice

to postpone for another day

to end a relationship

to say or do something to make someone feel relaxed

to try and complete something by using all of your strength and energy




NEXT QUESTION

be a breeze

to be very easy to do

something that smells a lot

to say that you will keep a secret

to have so much to do that you are having trouble doing it all

NEXT QUESTION

be snowed under

to be very cold and have numb fingers and toes

to be at home all day because of the bad weather

to save for the future when it might suddenly be needed (unexpectedly)

to have so much to do that you are having trouble doing it all

NEXT QUESTION

chase rainbows

you are very lucky right now

when someone tries to do something that they will not achieve

you have a very good imagination

it’s going to rain heavily

NEXT QUESTION

every cloud has a silver lining

there is always something positive to come out of an unpleasant or difficult
situation

you spend too much time thinking about things that are not going to happen

you are going to earn a lot of money soon

it’s going to rain a lot

NEXT QUESTION

fair-weather friend

a person who is only your friend during good times or when things are going well
for you but disappears when things become difficult or you have problems.

a friend who spends most of their time outside due to work

a person who has recently dyed their hair light color

a person who will call you at any time of night for a chat even though you don’t
have time for it

NEXT QUESTION

get wind of

there is a strange smell in the room

to be experiencing a very difficult moment in your life

to learn or hear of something that should be a secret

you are going in the right direction

NEXT QUESTION
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