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EDUCATION OF THE REGIONS AS AN ESSENTIAL PROBLEM TO RESOLVE FOR SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Oo0pa3oBaHue perMOHOB KaK Npod/ieMa, KOTOPYIO PelIMT COLHAIbHOe PeANPUHUMATEIbCTBO

Koomayk MKkepaIMKTHH MaKCATHI aiiMaKTapAbIH OMJIUM 0epyy KOMIOIOH Yeuyy

The main aim of this article was to highlight the growing interest of the entrepreneurs in the social problems of the today ’s
world as well as their response to themgiven through the business activity. On the example of the contribution to the education
of the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic which is facing the development problems the possible ways of approaching social objec-

tives set by the entrepreneurs were examined.
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A relatively small segment of business, known as
social entrepreneurship, is being increasingly acknowl-
edged as an effective source of solutions for a variety of
social problems. Because society tends to view “new”
solutions as “the” solution, it has concerned that social
entrepreneurship will soon be expected to provide an-
swers to our most pressing social ills [1].

The contribution made by social entrepreneurs to a
nation’s social, economic, cultural and environmental

wealth is being increasingly recognized. In an environ-
ment where traditional providers, such as the charitable
and voluntary sectors, have been criticized as bureau-
cratic and resistant to change and the public sector has
become overstretched and hampered by resource con-
straints, social entrepreneurship has been identified as
an innovative way of tackling unmet socio-economic
needs [6].

It is important to note that the social objectives of
business projects may be referred to different spheres.
Starting with the ecology and ecological problems, such
as the environmental pollution and a greenhouse effect,
to the women's employment numerous projects were
elaborated [3].

In Kyrgyzstan, as well as in the other countries, the
social entrepreneurship develops greatly contributing to

the health care, environment, social security and other
fields. The education, in particular of the regions, is
especially acute because in the country exists so-called
problem of centralization of the human development,
which means that the level of education in the rural are-
as, that is in the region, is much lower than in the urban
ones. The farther the locality from the cities the lower
the possibility to gain good knowledge. The main rea-
sons are the lack of the specialists who would be ready
to work in the villages due to the low salaries and the
poor content of the education (curriculums, equipment,
textbooks) deriving from the insufficient financing [5].

According to Gulmira Kudaiberdieva, the minister
of education of Kyrgyzstan, the two main aspects of the
education are the availability and the quality. While the
former is at the high rate enough, the situation with the
latter is more complicated. The participation in the PI-
SA (Program for International Student Assessment) has
shown that more than 80% of the pupils have not
reached the minimum level of the international standard
on reading and understanding, mathematics and the
natural sciences. The major part of them lives in the
regions [7].



The question is: how could the business-engaged»
undertakers contribute to the improvement of the present
situation? As it was mentioned before, the main
obstacles on the way of development of the education in
the regions are the lack of capital and of people, so the
entrepreneurship is to supply the regions with them.
According to the field of the activity of the entrepre-
neurs, they may be divided into two groups:

Entrepreneurs who produce goods connected with
the education. In this case there are two ways of
contributing: donations to the non-commercial or-
ganizations whose activities are aimed at the
sphere of the education or the direct investments
made in the educational establishments. They can
be done in the form of both money and goods pro-
duced by the entrepreneurs, such as equipment,
furniture, typography or other material goods
needed by the kinder gardens, schools, and educa-
tional centers and so on. This measure is aimed at
the addressing the issue of the financial sustaina-
bility, it is not related to the activity of the entre-
preneurs but it holds it as the source of the contri-
bution and is related majorly to those whose busi-
ness has nothing to do with the educational sphere
itself.

Entrepreneurs who rend services connected with the
education. The entrepreneurs whose activity consists of
providing the educational services are usually aimed at
the paying customers residing ma-jorly in the urban
areas, who constitute the main source of the profit. As
for the rural audience the special conditions may be
designed. As an example may be taken the unrealized e-
learning project, the main idea of which is the provision
of the online individual academic courses for the signed
users. Still holding the urban inhabitants as the source
of the profit, it offers a system of discounts for the rural
audience. This system implies the reduction of the pric-
es for the consumers the more significant the larger the
distance between the residence of the consumers and
the cities [4].
The availability of the service on different devices,
such as computers, laptops, smartphones and tablets
would provide the project with a large target audience
due to the widespread use of those devices.
In particular, the level of the computer endowment
in the country, according to the official statistics pub-
lished by the fund “Soros-Kyrgyzstan”, is as follows:
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Diagram 1. Computer endowment

The average rate attains 65%, while as seen on the

diagram in three regions out of seven this indicator is

higher (82,3%, 80%, 70,6%) [2].
As for the contents of the service, the learning pro-

cess would be held on the international standards. For
every course there would be elaborated the precise cur-

riculums based on the best studying programs in the

world. The internet site would contain additional text
and video materials, quizzes and tests, available to all
signed users. For languages learners, besides the indi-
vidual processes of learning, there would be held video
conferences involving the native speakers and learners
from all around the world that is the language practice
is also included.



If realized, this project is to solve the following ob- final result and the time needed to achieve it, as their
stacles for the rural residents: the large distance, the approach of contribution is the most important and real-

lack of money and the inefficiency of the learning pro-

Cess.

designed to improve the situation, but they do take ac-

Overall, the entrepreneurs contributing to the solu- tive and necessary measures, supplying people with
tion of the social problems can influence greatly the what they really need.
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istic one. They do not elaborate educational programs



