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PECULIARITIES OF KYRGYZ NATIONAL FEMININE HEADDRESS — ELECHEK

OCOBEHHOCTH KbIPT'BI3CKOI'O HAITMOHAJIBHOI'O )KEHCKOI'O
I'OJIOBHOI'O YBOPA —2OJIEYEK

Annomayusacel: buzoun yrymmyx Kuiiumoep 03yHO mueulenyy 032040ayKmopeo 39. byn ozeouonyk-
mop OU30UH MapvIXvlli KOUMOH AHCAUL000Y30Y MyuyHOYpom. byn Makana keip2ol3 AsIOAPbIHbIH YIYIMMYK
baw Kuumu Ineuekmun opoy JHCana 032040IYKMOPYH basHoaum. DieyeK- MmypmMyuKa YblKKaH Kolpebl3
QATILIHBIH 9H OAWKBL ampubymy 00Iyn canaram. An asiovii Hcawl Kypasvl, CMAmyCcyH Jcana mamepu-
AnovIK AbabiH OENSULO0UY ap MYpPOYY HCURMEPOEH JHCAHA MAMEPUATIAPOAH MULUI2EeH CAUMALAD MeHEeH
KOO0300J120H.

Hezuseu co300p: Dreuek, mony, Wokynio, Ken makbvis, HCOOTYK, KeNUuH.

Annomauus: Hawu nayuonanvuvie 00exicobl XapaKxmepusyiomes MHOSUMU ONpeOeleHHbIMU Npu-
3HaKamu. Imo moodcem Oblmb 00BACHEHO Haulell UCMOPULEeCKOU KO4e8oU HCU3HbI. Dma cmamvs o
KbIP2bl3CKOM HAYUOHANIbHOM HCEHCKOM 20JI06HOM YOope — Dneuex, Cblepasuiulli 3HaYUmeibHy0 poib 8
Hawell Hcu3Hu. Dneuex Obll aOCONOMHO BANCHBIM ampudymom 3amydxcreil sxcenwunsvl. OH yKpauien
OPHAMEHMOM U3 PA3HOYGEMHbIX HUMEU U PA3TUYHbIX MAMEPUAIos8, KOMOopble Onpedeisiton 803pachi,
cmamyc, (QuUHAHCOB80e COCMOAHUE HCEHUWSUHDL.

Knioueewie cnosa: dneuex, mony, wiokyno, ken maxbwis, niamox, KenuH.
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Abstract: Our national clothes are characterised by many definite features. It can be explained by
our historical nomadic life. My article deals with kyrgyz national female headdress — Elechek, which
played a significant role in our life. Elechek was an absolutely nacessary attribute of a married woman.
1t is decorated with ornaments of different colored threads and various state material which defines an

age, status, financial state of woman.

Keywords: Elechek, topu, shokulo, kep takya, headkerchief, shroud,

Kyrgyz nomads since ancient times on the key
area of the Silk Road — in the Tien Shan mountains.
Effect of different cultures found on this crossroads
of civilizations, was not in vain: a difficult,
sometimes controversial nature of the ethnic group
has long which attracted attention of researchers. But
if the male archetype nomad Turkistan sufficiently
studied, the image of Kyrgyz women still holds many
mysteries. ..

Appearance can really tell a lot about a person
and his nation. National clothes of the residents
of Kyrgyzstan is considered as an important
part of the material and spiritual culture of the
nation and is closely linked with the history of
the country. One of the outlets, which give people
an opportunity to rise above everyday life has
always been and remains an integral part of it
— fashion. As we know, in a patriarchal society,
culture of clothing has remained unchanged for
a long enough period of time, which gave the
national phenomenon, the traditional clothes of
people. The Kyrgyz have their own women’s
clothes. They give the view of the national
character of the people. Fine and original details
of dresses of kyrgyz women can tell much about
the nation. I would like to write about Kyrgyz
national headdress-Elechek and its features and
cultural significance.

Ancient Kyrgyz reflected in the appearance
of color and customs of its people. Style of any
traditional clothing associated with the peculiarities
of climate and environmental conditions in the
region, so the Kyrgyz people placed emphasis on
practicality and heat conservation in their national
clothes. Over seven hundred years the traditional
clothes of Kyrgyz women has remained unchanged
over the years and is becoming more valuable and
actual. Let us discuss some of the details of women’s
wardrobe and jewelry arsenal,to begin with, that
according to tradition, women’s national clothes
include three components: the hip swing skirt
— beldemchi, hat and elechek.

National Women'’s headdress played a significant
role in the life of the Kyrgyz people. Go bareheaded

gave a sign of disrespect,especially for older people.
And today it gives the sign of free unmarried women.
Throw a headdress on the floor, meant grief of an
owner and to forget or even to exchange headdress
on something else is strictly prohibited.

Kep takyya, shokulo, topu, handkerchief and
elechek are National hats of Kyrgyz women.

Kep takyya is tightly covering the head with
a straight line from the sides of the forehead fell
zhaak and sewn back on top of a long strip laying
on lowered plait. Young girls wore it.

Topu is the headdress designed for women
before marriage that decorated with owl’s [ bird]
feathers.

Shokulo looks like a helmet, and consists of a
conical cap height of twenty five and twenty eight
centimeters.. Shokulo was a bride ‘s headdress.

Cap indispensable attribute of a married woman.
It is decorated with embroidery performing various
types needleworking. The design of an ornament
made with colored threads. Above the cap Kyrgyz
women always wear elechek.

Elechek is the woman’s headdress in the form
of a turban. In full form, it consists of three parts.
First worn on the head with a cap on top of it’s
[nakosnikom ] small rectangular piece of cloth
covering the neck and under the chin stitched on
top of everything from white turban material. The
length of the band reached from seven to twenty five
meters, and defines the social status and wealth of
a woman.

Elechek is used as a shroud of death among
different tribal groups. The Kyrgyz women’s
turban had different forms-from simple to complex
structures cheat.If wrapping made of embroidery that
was a sign of middle status.If the wrapping is made
of precious stones such as gold and silver that was a
sign of wealth and high position in the society.

For the first time Elechek put on the young girl
sending her to her husband’s house for the first time,
thus emphasizing its transition in other age group.
It meant wedding wishing to a young bride saying
<< Let your white Elechek does not fall from your
head>>. It was a wish of endless family happiness.
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In the minds of ethnic Kyrgyz ancestors key
symbol of the sanctity of a woman — a divine
creation. For several thousand years, hovering
over Asia spirit goddess Umai. Great ancestress
— Mother Umai in the mythology of ancient Turks
—the goddess personifying the feminine, the earthly
beginning and fertility.

Nowadays we can not see girls or women
wearing our national headdresses mentioned
above. They are usually worn only on holidays
like “Nooruz” and “Ayt”. Young generation
doesn’t know the value, meaning and peculiarities
of our national clothes. In my article I tried to
give some differences of national headdresses. I
want to appeal readers to appreciate and be proud
of our culture.

In short, the Kyrgyz anciently revered and
respected women. This is evidenced proverbs
“Kyzdyn kyrk chachy uluu”, “Urgaachynyn zaty
uluu”.
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