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FAMILY VALUE AMONG KYRGYZ AND TRIBAL AMERICANS INDIANS

Contemporary society generally views family as an asylum from the world supplying absolute
Sfulfillment. The family as an asylum encouraging “intimacy, love and trust where individuals may
escape the competition of dehumanizing forces in modern society” [1]. The family is often referred to
as an asylum providing love and protection from the rough and tumble industrialized world. A key
concept in the social sciences and intercultural communication is that of the family. The family is
generally regarded as a major social institution and a locus of much of a person's social activity.
People who live in tribes, they value their kinship and family clan. Family influences to each
individual’s psychological, sociological and communicative sides of his/her life. And only in the family
an individual can get all knowledge about his family tree, his/her kinship and tribe in which had lived
our ancestors, and whose customs and traditions are being still kept by most of the nations and
nationalities.
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KbIPT'BI3 "KAHA AMEPUKAJIBIK UHAEELUTEPJIUH YPYYJIAPBIHBIH
APACBIHJIATBI YH-BYJIOJIYK BAAJIYYJIYKTAPBI

A3bipkbl yuypoa yu-oyne 6yn colpmkul JCAuo000H Cakmooyy kamapul kapaiam. Ppeidoun ko3
Kapawibl OO0WHYA, YU-OYN6  «IpKelemyy OONO0H2OH, CYUYY HCAHA UUEHUMOUK HeSU3UHOE IHCAHA
s3amanbdan y -0yne uuunoe aoamobih abpoioHa uieKk Kermupyyoon caxmaumy. Ken yuypoa yui-6yno
Oy oHcauo000, 0320460, OHYKKOH OIKONOPOO2Y KASLLIBIULYYAAPOAH Kaubln, O0atblMa CYUyy JiHcaHa
KAIKAA00 Uu30en JiCcypeon adam colakmyy. JKaanvicblhan aneanda, yu-oyne He2uzeu Coyuanobik
UHCMUMYM JCAHA A0AMObIH AKMUBOYYILY2Y OPYH AN2aAH Jeep KAmapvl Kapaiam. Ypyyiyx my3yaiyuime
Jrcawazan adamoap 6300pYHYH YPYYAYK Jcana yu-Oyaeayk 0aanyyiykmapsiy vlislk mymam. Yi-oyne
NCUXONOSUSLTIBIK, COYUOTOSUANBIK — JHCAHA KOOMOYK Oenerdnde ap Oup adamobiH HCAULOOCYHA O3
maacupun mutieuzem. Yu-0yneoe eama aoam O3yHyH ama-mecu, MyyeaHdblIbiK OQUlaHbIUmMapbl
JHCana ypyycy myypaiyy MaaiblMammosl aid areiwam. Ama-oabaiapovin Kaaoa-caimol, Ypn-adamol
A3bIPKLL YOAKKA Yeliun ap mypoyy YAYMMmMap i#ana 310epOur mypmyut MAaoaHusmelHoa Cakmainyy.

O30kmyy co300p: MadaHusm aApaANLIK KOMMYHUKAyusi, 0Oaanyynykmap, yu-6yne, Vpyk,
MYY2aHUBLIbIK.
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IEHHOCTH CEMBH V KBIPTBI30B 1 Y INIEMEHHBIX
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CoepeMel-moe 061/{46()}’)’!60 6 Yyejiom paccemampueaent cemvblo Kaxk y6e:)fcuu;e Oom 6HeWwHe2o0 mupa,
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HCTOPHA. QHTOCO®HA. COLTHOJIOTHA

Komopoe  Aejisiemcs 5€3yCJZ06HblM BOCNOJIHEHUEM. Cejl/lb}l, no cheﬁOy, - omo mecmo,
obHaodedicusarowee "6 nacke, 10066U u 008epuL, NPU KOMOPOM JIHOOU MO2YM U30eHcamsp KOHKYPEeHYUl,
YHUINCEHUA YelloeedecKoco 00CmMouHCcmea 6 COBPEMEHHOM 06mecm@e". Cemwbst yvacmo YHnomunaemcsi
Kak jauyo, uupyujee npe()ocmaeﬂeyuﬂ a0beu u 3awumsl om nepebpﬂz, 0COOEHIHO 6 nPOMbILULIIEHHO
paseuntvlx cmpanax. Cembs  s615emcs  KII04e8biM KOHYenmom 6 O6wecm6€HHle Haykax u
Me&ICKyﬂbmypHOﬁ KOMMYHUKayuu. B yeaom cemvia paccemampueaenmcia 6 Kavecmee OCHOB8HO2CO
COYUANBHO20 UHCIMUMYMA U JIOKYCA COYUANbHOU aKmugHoCmu deioseka. Jlroou, komopwie sxcugym 8
pOdOlfl]leMeHHblx OMHOWEHUAX, 8bICOKO YEHAm ce0U p0006bl€ u cemeunvie xnanvl. Cemba enusem Ha
IHCUBHB KAIICOO20 YeN08eKa Hd NCUxXoj0cu4eCcKom, coyuojiocudecKkom u KOMMYHUKAMUBHOM YpPOBHE U
MOJIbKO 6 CeMbe UYEN0BEK MOaHcem nolyvuunib 6C€ 3HAHUA O €20 CeHealocUHeCKOM ()peee, poc)cm@e u
njiemeru, 6 KOomopbvlx HCUuiu ux npedku, U ubU 0ObIYaU U mpaauuuu 6 Hacmosujee epemsl no-npeicHemy
COXpaneHbl OONLUUHCTNEOM HAYUL U HAPOOHOCHELL.

Knrouesvle cnosa: mesickyivmypHas KOMMYHUKAYUS, YEHHOCU, CeMbs, POO, KILAH.

Value of Family

There is a vast amount of literature that considers the importance of the family as an
institution Sigmund Freud, from the preface to his book “Concept of Family Today”: “Today
the family is being attacked and defended with equal vehemence. It is blamed for oppressing
women, abusing children, spreading neurosis and preventing community. It is praised for
upholding morality, preventing crime, maintaining order and perpetuating civilization.
Marriages are being broken over even before and being constituted quite ever before. The
family is that the place from which one desperately seeks escape and also the place to which
one longingly seeks refuge. To some the family is boring, stifling and intrusive; to
others it's loving, compassionate and intimate. And so, it goes with the family, back and forth
with no sign of agreement on the horizon. Just at a time when public concern for the family is
widespread, social scientists have little theoretical clarityto supply. People are
intensely fascinated by looking for how the family is faring, how it's evolved from the past
and what formsit should absorb the long run. Yet scientific discipline doesn't have an
adequate definition of the family, or a coherent set of categories from which to investigate it,
or a rigorous conceptual scheme to specify what's significant about it” [2].

Family concept has not found out yet, people making researches on this problem can
just guess what may be expected in future from the family concept, and family as a social
institution. But the longer term cannot exist without its historical background, that the family
also passing that period, when it's lost its older definition and it couldn't get the new one yet.
And during this dilemma period the peoples who got accustomed live tribes and extended
families, try and keep even the little valuable part from their old version of family.

Why do people keep tribal relationship in the modern world?

a) Kyrgyz people

If somebody can notice how elderly Kyrgyz men greet one another, you'll notice that
they greet one another with the subsequent words: after saying Salamatsyzby! — which means:
Hello! the following immediate question is: “Atang eneng, uruk tyygandar aman- essenbi Mal
janibarlar amanbi?”- Which means: “How are your parents and folks of your kinship and
tribe? And you cattle”.

It's a usual greeting when somebody arrives after an extended trip, or involves see his
far living relatives. We don't immediately ask about the person himself and his problems and
his entire life, but ask about his relatives, his kinship and tribe. it's a normal thing for our
people, but not so clear for someone, whom you'll translate it, especially people from other
form of culture, or Europeans, who got accustomed board a relatives, and vaguely could
remember all his relatives. As for Kyrgyz people it's rude if you immediately ask about the
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issues of the one who has just entered the house, the people starts to talk about the issues of
the complete big family, or maybe country problems, and at the tip could ask, why did the
person come to his house. it's a usual traditional thing. And if the entered person will start
immediately together with his problems, the host might not even greet you, and ask to depart
his house. it's the way people from collectivistic group of culture, and also the atmosphere of
the tribe (in sadness or happiness) can influence you and your mood even from your
childhood.

And when the person writes the letter, he/she should ask about all the members of his
family, and so write on himself/herself. (For example, the letter from the well-known story by
Chingiz Aitmatov Djamilya, where Djamilyua’s husband writing a letter from the war to his
family, and therefore the whole family, even the neighbors came to concentrate to the letter,
which was read by Djamilya’s younger brother-in-law, where her husband mentioned her
with the sole one phrase’ Say hello to my wife Djamilya’ at the tip of the letter).

Coming back to the concept of family, kinship and tribe we must always take into
consideration, that the full world at some level of their historical background had lived within
the tribe, even the Europeans, but later the influence of Church, economics, politics and other
outside reasons has brought them to measure during a family unit, and individualistic sort of
society. the identical happening with the Kyrgyz society too.

The Soviet time had brought lot of changes into the tribal lifetime of Kyrgyz people, even the
govt. tried to combine up the tribes that they might not have strong power, and that they couldn't
resist the Soviet power, which was important for the very beginning of the XXs century. People had
to be weaker than the govt, but living in tribe it absolutely was a giant barrier for the state. To
dismiss the tribal power the kids were taken into the boarding schools, and that they were sent to
review to Russian big cities to review, only that the new generation should ditch their tribal life. But
Kyrgyz people were keeping among themselves tribal relationship, and that they were supporting
their relationship, but they weren't announcing about it loudly.

In the middle of the 50s-60s, elderly people began to relive our customs and traditions,
and show them to the Soviet government. And at that point were done lots of researches and
were shot documentary films about forgotten already at that point customs and traditions. The
longest epic Manas had been recorded, and therefore the well-known manaschies (the tellers
of epic Manas) were shot on documentary films. (Epic Manas consists around 1 million lines,
came to us in an oral form, as people were retelling from one generation to a different in an
oral form, there have been the most effective tellers, whom people called manaschies, most of
them are remembered till now as legendary people, because they didn't know writing and that
they had to stay in mind all those million lines of the epic, and was a reason why there are
now 6 and even more versions of the epic, because each teller had his own version. as an
example the names of them are: Sayakbay Karalayev, Karamoldo Orozov, Togolok Moldo
etc).

b) Native American tribal people

Modern people and tribes do you think that these two things are not going together?
And they are far from each other, not saying about kinship, which is closely connected with
the ancient times, when people really lived in tribes and worshipped kinship, but for modern
time and civilized societies it is sometimes not understandable. But living in tribe is a fact for
us, for Kyrgyz people living in Central Asia and for all Native American Nations till present
time living in tribes and keeping kinship relations among them.

There are three questions which | want to explore in this article:

1. What do they understand under modern kinship?

2. What is a real value of family?

Becmnuuk Hccvik-Kynbvckozo ynusepcumema, Ne52, 2022



HCTOPHA. QHTOCO®HA. COLTHOJIOTHA

3. Why do people keep tribal relationship?

Tribe is a group of people relating to each other according to their genetic and blood
relationship. All people in tribe they are relatives to each other, or they have parental ties
between the greatest number of people living in one tribe. Tribe is a small community of the
country. Few people in contemporary social sciences and the allied professions of mental
health and social research comprehend the rich history of family behavior among American
Indian tribes [3].

Tribal people have regarding rights to heritage tribal custom, and relatives [4]. Heritage,
custom and family are interwoven. Tribes, as an example, generally define family per three
dimensions:

1) Household

2) Extended family through relation

3) Clan membership

Family during this context represents the cornerstone for social and emotional wellbeing
of people and communities. A extended family model derived from Western, technological
society [5]. Members of clan systems, for instance, follow “life themes” that are different
from those which prevail in relatives systems.

John Red Horse (1980) suggests that thematic differences organizing relational bonding
impact on ego integrity. Roles and behaviors in extended families include relationship
bonding that revitalizes and strengthens lifestyle. Individuals within the nuclear families gain
identity through the globe of labor. Individuals have autonomous responsibility and strive for
eventual retirement, uninvolved in mainstream affairs of their children’s families. American
Indians in clan systems, however assume mutual responsibility through interdependence. Ego
integrity is gained through a harmonious balance between work and vital family relationships.
Interdependence leads elders not into retirement, but into vital affairs of family life gains a
way of order and permanence. Elders provide lifespan wisdom [6].

The spirituality integrity of yankee Indian family systems is a definite concern through
tribal definition. Spirituality represents the sinew of a social fabric that binds families and
communities. Clan membership, as an example, traces lineage, organizes patterns of
relationships, establishes social obligations, and is group action within society [7]. Most of the
researches of societies were supported the religious attributes which could influence the
precise society, but the inseparable things as family and its spirituality weren't taken into
consideration. But when the research considers tribal societies, the spirituality should be
highlighted, and this is often the largest difference of tribal societies from Western society
and also the Western scientific thought. The clan system includes the subsequent concepts,
which brings a replacement sense into research, they are:

-concept of respect

-generosity

-harmony and spiritual aspects of every tribe and clan

-the concept of relation among one another

-they worship the mother earth, cosmos, animals and their entire environment (spring
water, the mountains, their lands etc.) [8].

a chic heritage of health behavior among traditional communities which emphasized
elaborate culture bound concern for the social and emotional wellbeing of tribal members is
overwhelmingly ignored. Extended kinship systems, medicine people, and ritual societies
organized into intricate, yet harmonious milieu providing for individual, family, and
community mental state are overwhelmingly ignored [8].

In the tribal and clan societies people don't give some thought to retirement so sad
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because the most number of western people, because the retirement period for them is that the
most honorable period, and that they are just covering the life through their nuclear family,
and every one the items which one person has finished one clan or tribe it might be kept on
the tongues of several clans and generations. there's a true firm bond within the tribal and clan
relationship: the lads of 1 clan there are relatives and that they address one another not in step
with their first names, but according the link names, their fraternal relationships and
organizations, clan names and nicknames, they're all brothers, sisters, cousins, nieces and
nephews. And these forms of kinship make a extremely firm bond between individuals of
society.

The philosophy of tribal family, clan and kinship is sort of deep and to grasp it quickly
is impossible. The individual should need to board the nuclear family, clan, and tribe to grasp
all nuances which add this kind of society. For example: when the lads die, his family and
youngsters are always under protect of clan and tribe. If both of oldsters die, children would
be adopted by the close relative of the family; it doesn't depend from mother’s side or father’s
side. But among Kyrgyz people the preference was mostly given to the father’s side, as those
children would be the continuation of the clan.

In older times and even now within the villages exist very interesting tradition, if the
husband die, his wife should marry the opposite younger brother of her husband, or close
relative of her husband’s side, she couldn't leave the clan, if that they had children and people
children would be automatically adopted by her next husband. Sometimes the clan would let
the widow return to her relatives if she has only 1 daughter or more daughters, because the
women in anyway would marry and leave their clan. But if he would have a son, and if she
really wishes to travel back to her family, she should leave her son within the husband’s
family, as he's the continuation of the family and clan. it's called widow inheritance, also
called bride inheritance, it's a levirate style of family.

Kyrgyz and Native Americans tribal people both had polygyny relationship - where the
person has quite one wife, it absolutely was possible just for men who could afford to support
financially and materially both women. If the person couldn't it afford, it absolutely was
impossible. And sometimes levirate relationship-when the place of a husband is instantly
assumed by his brother (usually younger) or the other younger member of the dyed person’s
clan, it absolutely was more often, due to the warring times, but now it's very seldom and
even not existing among contemporary tribes. And if there was sororate relationship when the
wife dyed the place of a dead wife is assumed by her sister or cousin, but it absolutely was
very seldom, because the younger sister must be single, to remark the youngsters of her dyed
sister along with her husband. Tribal people knew this tradition since the traditional times, but
without agree of a girl it absolutely was impossible.

From one side this sort of tradition sounds like horrible thing, especially for western
people, why the girl should marry the opposite brother, or should leave her child, but from the
opposite side the philosophy of such reasonably customs and traditions goes far back to
history, when the tribes were fighting for the lands, and other people were littered with
invasions, they needed more warriors, and that they needed more men in their clans, who
would defend them from invaders. From the opposite side if the fille arrange to marry the
opposite man, the step-son, would be not so convenient for her husband, and daughters too,
and if she marry her husband’s brother, or any close relative, the ladies would be protected,
after they grow up, from the matter of very widely spread among modern families being raped
by her step-father, and frequently the girl who came together with her mother to her next
husband’s house wasn't much in respect among the husbands relatives’ side, and it absolutely
was a reason to go away a baby (it doesn't depend son or daughter) in her husband’s family.
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Tribesmen were always chargeable for bringing every kind of reports into their tribe,
excellent news bad news, all of them should share together and also the elderly people of the
tribe they were responsible to resolve general for the tribe problems. As for the clan, again the
elderly people should be in of all the activities which are happening in their clan, and there
was special supportive Board, which was given thereto or another family where there was
good festive or it had been connected with the funerals.

Clan’s eldest person was responsible to require the last solution to the issues, which
were connected with their clan. as an example, Kyrgyz funerals is kind of an advanced, if the
person will look from aside, but actually all the main points of funerals has thought out. When
somebody dies, the members of the relatives or elderly person of a clan should appoint youth
to tell all relatives, and that they are responsible to tell about the death, first of all, their whole
clan and tribe. The person whom it might be told he organizes (it is at the moment time) the
list of all those that should be told, and it's a giant sin and shameful thing, if somebody from
the clan or tribe would be missed.

C) Family life

The family among Kyrgyz and Native American tribal people is that the most respectful
and honorable. The family unites several generations, in the family a private gets the foremost
valuable things for the entire future life; within the family the individual learns about the roots
of his family, and about his ancestors, about traditions of his clan, of the tribe; within the
family he learns to respect his family and the family values, which was kept by number of
generations; and within the family he can find the calmness, happiness, support, answers for
lots of questions, and therefore the advice of the elderly people.

Kyrgyz family life revolved around one form of relationship: precisely the tribes were
mostly patrilineal- the kinship resolve supported the male line. So, it implies that a lady would
digest her husband’s family upon marriage. A clan was mostly organized group of individuals
distinguished by one blood family and including all siblings. Young girls and young men
should marry an individual from another clan, and also the offspring belonged to the clan of
the loved one, because all members of 1 clan were considered blood relatives, to marry an
individual from one and also the same clan was a taboo, and tantamount to incest. Kyrgyz
tribe was called Uruu and clan Tykym.

As American Indians, Kyrgyz tribes worship different animals, and there are uruus as
Deer tribe —Bugu Uruu, the Bird tribe - Kyshchy Uruu et al., and it had been a taboo for
hunting to those animals which they worship and belong too. Deer was considered as Mother
Deer among most of the Kyrgyz tribes - Deer is as a saint for every family to stay their clan,
and earlier the hunters could hunting just for the weak and deceased deer’s, to kill the leader
of the Deer heard was a giant sin for a hunter and also the whole his family.

Kyrgyz women were portrayed as hardworking “slaves” to Kyrgyz men; actually, the
Kyrgyz women had great individual freedom within the tribe, and particularly within the
family. the girl had the proper wield influence in both family and tribal decision, especially
the elderly women. Men always consulted together with his wife first, and so with the
opposite members of the tribe. the ladies dowry (which was an excellent number of horses,
cattle, jewelry, and other home and kitchen utensils) was considered as her belonging, and if
there was a situation with a divorce or, death of the husband, and therefore the woman
decided to depart the husband’s family, she could take her belonging along with her. the
wedding was in langsyne arranged one, now it's very seldom. Kyrgyz women weren't forced
to marry against their will, but there was a custom which came to Kyrgyz people after
Mongol’s invasion-kidnapping a bride, which had widely spread and therefore the young men
who liked the ladies could kidnap her, and it had been mostly spread among Kyrgyz people,

6

Becmnuuk Hccvik-Kynbvckozo ynusepcumema, Ne52, 2022



HCTOPHA. QHTOCO®HA. COLTHOJIOTHA

during the Soviet times.

There wasn't sharing of household within the family, the wife and husband usually does
all the domestic work together. the lady has autonomy within home, and it had been mostly
connected with children observing and cooking. except for a giant number of guests man
usually cooks- and it's his responsibility to boil the meat, but to cook noodles it's a
responsibility of a wife. Kyrgyz families always share the household affairs, and girls were
freer than other Central Asian women [7].

The new government should take from the tribal system of ruling the simplest sides, and
only the items which are possible to use within the system of recent country, and every one
these items are within the root of this method within the family. Family strength, the family
health they must air the primary position when the facility wants to alter the values of the
country.

During the Soviet time, lots of Kyrgyz intellectuals were repressed by the govt, as they
were educated and will start revolt, and therefore the government being afraid that the tribal
community would take an attempt to require power, decided to separate the leaders of the
tribes from their tribes, which was a reason for many of the separations Nevertheless the
people from the clans and tribes afforded to stay the patience to the govt., and other people
kept tribal contact even it worth them an excessive amount of.

Later within the late 50th of the XX cent., Kyrgyz people had more opportunities to
follow family traditions, even the faith was forbidden, but the govt couldn't forbid the values
which were kept within the families and their mentality, and step by step Kyrgyz people
began to include and revive some forgotten traditions into everyday use.

Both revolutions of 2005 and 2010 have brought that not all people could afford and
understand the worth which was given to them, and that they should follow the state rules
according their ancestors, who united 40 tribes together to be the Kyrgyz nation.

In various times and places people have divided themselves into subgroups so to
facilitate sociopolitical interaction and economic exchange. Also, naturally join together in
line with family lineage as a method of survival and procreation. Native American peoples
have most often organized themselves in clans and have always kept very careful track of
family relationships in terms of kinship. Both of those cultural patterns extend through time,
from generations to generation, further as across the culture in any given period, and are thus
to be understood as aspects of the temporal dimension of community life [8].
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