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USING EFFECTIVE INNOVATIVE IDEAS IN TEACHING FOREIGN ENGLISH 

 
Annotation: This article reveals some innovative ideas and activities that are sure to help and 

motivate teachers to reinvent their teaching methods and make their classes more interesting and 

fun for students. They include various warm-up activities and strategies, like brainstorming, 

storyboard teaching, audio and video tools, role play and different structures, work together as a 

team, as well as creative teaching. The article will showcase tools which are so effective and flexible, 

that teachers want to use them again and again, only varying the content and the level, but they tend 

to keep the basic and structure of the activity impact. These strategies and tools are useful for 

teachers as they focus on developing students’ all four skills, and improve their grammar too. The 

objective of this article is to highlight the importance of using innovative tools and ideas in the 

classroom. 

Keywords: innovative ideas, interactive method, storyboard teaching, brainstorming, 

creativity. 

 
EFFECTIVE TOOLS, CREATIVE TEACHING 

 
Аннотация: В статье раскрываются некоторые инновационные идеи и виды 

деятельности, которые помогают мотивировать преподавателей заново раскрыть свои 

методы обучения и организовать урок интересным, а также превращать его в интересное 

занятие для обучающихся. Они включают различные разогревающие виды деятельности и 

стратегии, такие как мозговой штурм, рассказ по картинам (storyboard), мультимедиа, 

ролевые игры и другие структуры, работа в команде, а также креативное обучение. Данная 

статья показывает способы, которые являются такими эффективными и удобными, что 

преподаватели захотят использовать их снова и снова. Эти стратегии и способы очень 

эффективны для преподавателей, так как они направлены на развитие 4 навыков студентов, 

а также способствуют улучшению их грамматики. Целью данной статьи является выделить 

важность использования инновационных идей на занятиях. 

Ключевые слова: инновационные идеи, методы обучения, мозговой штурм, 

креативность, интерактивные методы, креативное обучение. 

 
Rapid changes of modern world have caused the Higher Education System to face a great 

variety of challenges. Therefore, training more eager, thoughtful individuals in interdisciplinary 

fields is required. As defined by Alexandra K. Trenfor “The best teachers are those who show you 

where to look, but don’t tell you what to see.” We live in the age where technology is highly 

developed and is changing day by day. And today for us, educators, the biggest challenge is 

capturing each student’s attention and convey ideas and activities effectively enough in order to 
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create a lasting impression. 

As a teacher to deal with this challenge effectively we should implement some innovative 

ways and ideas that make the classroom experience much more enjoyable and lovable for our 

students. We must encourage our students to be active members of our class, thinking on their own, 

using their 77own brain and resulting in long term memory. By doing this we improve not only the 

students’ knowledge, but we will increase their interest, strength, knowledge, team spirit and 

freedom as well. In this article I will talk about some innovative and interactive ideas as well as 

activities that are sure to help teachers reinvent their teaching methods. They maintain to make their 

classes more interesting and fun for learners. 

These innovative ideas encourage educators to use different types of warm-up activities like 

brainstorming, storyboard teaching, audio and video tools, role play and various structures, work 

together as a team, as well as creative teaching. By using them in classes we bring aspects of 

creativity into our classes, encourage various ideas, give our students the freedom to explore and 

they are sure to excite young minds and capture their interest [2]. 

As Hernan Avila stated, there is a need to be aware of innovative and powerful strategies for 

the improvement of learning a foreign language in an academic setting. In order to be fully prepared 

and confident in the classroom, teachers should look for what is suitable in their particular 

educational context. Educators should consider potential and creative teaching options to overcome 

students’ learning challenges such as their lack of interest and attention in the subject [1]. Teachers 

take on a role of authority in the eyes of the students, which greatly influences pupils’ learning 

process (Burns & Richards, 2009). It is important for teachers to give students a sense of what to 

expect in the course while making the class fun, entertaining, and beneficial for the learners [3]. 

Throughout this article I intend to provide helpful strategies, which teachers may rely on to 

use in the classroom where they will be teaching. In order to solve problems and have innovative 

activities to reach out to students, instructor has to be creative. Naiman (1998) states that creativity 

is the process of turning imaginative ideas into reality. For this author, creativity involves two 

processes: thinking, then producing; and adds that innovation is the production or implementation 

of an idea. If teachers have ideas, but do not act on them, they are imaginative but not creative. It is 

noteworthy that any idea should be used in an educational context to see if it works or if it does not 

[2]. 

In this article I will talk about the use of innovative ideas for teaching, encourage them to give 

more dedication towards the lesson material and lesson planning as well as highlight the sufficient 

effects of them in the classes. We will get acquainted and also reinvent some interactive teaching 

tools and interactive/ innovative teaching ideas. Let’s state out some of the ideas which are very 

useful and necessary in the 21st century. Creative teaching is one of the leading strategies in 

teaching as it maintains to identify students’ creative abilities and encourage them to make creative 

ideas and contributions. So, include and use different playful games or forms of visual exercises 

that will excite young minds and capture their interest. We have to think of ways to develop learners’ 

creative ideas, encourage different ideas and give them freedom to explore [2]. 

Brainstorming, a useful tool to develop creative solutions to a problem, is a lateral thinking 

process by which students are asked to develop ideas or thoughts that may seem crazy or shocking 

at first. Brainstorming sessions are a great way to get the creative juices flowing. When you have 

multiple brains focusing on one single idea, you are sure to get numerous ideas and will also involve 

everyone into the classroom. Brainstorming can help define an issue, diagnose a problem, or 
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possible solutions and resistance to proposed solutions. You can go for simple brainstorming or 

joined brainstorming. Educators should always implement and incorporate audio-visual materials 

to supplement textbooks during the lesson and session in order to enhance learning resources by 

showing real life scenarios, explaining concepts, observing social groups, and acting as triggers for 

discussion. These can be models, filmstrips, movies, pictures or other mind mapping and brain 

mapping tools. Such tools help their imagination thrive and develop and these methods will not 

only develop their ability to listen but will also help them understand the concepts better. 

Real-world learning and using authentic materials in the classroom is another very useful 

strategy, as relating and demonstrating through real-life situations will make materials easy to 

understand and easy to learn. It will spark their interest and get children excited and involved. They 

will make teaching moments fresh, and enrich classroom learning. Working together as a team is 

another useful tool which increases collaboration and allows brainstorming. As a result, more ideas 

are developed and productivity improves. Two or more people are always better than one for solving 

problems, finishing off difficult tasks and increasing creativity. The benefits of teamwork include 

increased efficiency, the ability to focus different minds on the 78same problem and mutual support. 

It maintains collaborations and introduces innovative teaching methods. 

As Rudyard Kipling said, “If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be 

forgotten.” Storyboarding is a great way to teach any subject which requires step-by-step 

memorization or visualization of highly conceptual ideas. Being EFL teachers we can also 

encourage use of storyboards of communication and let the students tell a story in pictures. 

Storyboarding can be compared to spreading students’ thoughts out on a wall as they work on a 

project or solve a problem. Storyboards can help with planning ideas, communications and 

organization. This method allows students to see the interconnections, how one idea relates to 

another, and how pieces come together. Once the ideas flow, students become immersed in the 

problem and tag-team off other ideas [4]. 

We, teachers must welcome new ideas, as an open- minded attitude can help us in innovating 

new teaching methods. Though we might claim to be open-minded, it’s human nature to resist 

change. So, let’s evaluate ourselves and ensure us try out new ideas in the classroom. Referring to 

books on creativity is another brilliant idea in teaching. In order to be a good teacher, to be a creative 

teacher, we need to do some research on creative ideas and techniques, for this there are a lot of 

books on creativity. The real task and demand of today’s education is not to entertain students but 

engage them and our charge is to provide meaningful and powerful engagement which leads to 

success. We educators shouldn’t be afraid of experimenting and reflecting on their teaching. We 

have to try welcome out new ideas, adapt new ideas, stop on time and evaluate the experience when 

done, they must always learn from successes and your mistakes and also make this a regular part of 

their teaching. We, teachers must make creativity part of our daily routine and look at everything 

we do with critical way, practice our creativity, be involved in brain- training activities. 

Teachers participating in this study believed that teaching and learning in higher education is 

a shared process, with responsibilities on both student and teacher to contribute to their success. 

Within this shared process, higher education must engage the students in questioning their 

preconceived ideas and their models of how the world works, so that they can reach a higher level 

of understanding. But students are not always equipped with this challenge, nor are all of them 

driven by a desire to understand and apply knowledge, but all too often aspire merely to survive the 

course, or to learn only procedurally in order to get the highest possible marks before rapidly 
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moving on to the next subject. The best teaching helps the students to question their 

preconceptions, and motivates them to learn, by putting them in a situation in which 

their existing model does not work and in which they come to see themselves as authors 

of answers, as agents of responsibility for change. That means, the students need to be 

faced with problems which they think are important. Also, they believed that most of the 

developed countries are attempting to use new teaching methods, such as student-centered 

active methods, problem-based and project-based approaches in education. In the 

conclusion we can say that for learners modern methodology is more motivating than 

traditional methodology. Especially for students, motivation is a vital aspect of education 

because there is a lot of schooling ahead of them. From this it seems that both 

traditional and modern methodologies brings results with respect to levels of 

encyclopedic knowledge, but that modern methodology is also more effective in 

encouraging students to communicate and in creating a positive attitude to the subject. 

Since it appears that motivation is one of the most important aspects of student’s 

education, we might conclude that modern methodology should be preferred in schools, 

colleges, lyceums and Universities particularly. 
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