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Abstract

On January 4, 1911, an earthquake of magnitude 8.0/8.2 occurred in the Semirechenskaya region. The epicenter of the
Kebin earthquake was located in the valleys of Chon-Kemin, Chilik, Chon-Aksu and on the coast of Issyk Kul. Geologists
have conducted many studies on the Kebin earthquake to date. However, there are few studies on the social aspect of Kebin
earthquake. There are many newspapers, magazines and literary sources about the social impact of the Kebin earthquake.
It is also clear that the earthquake was widely reflected in the Ottoman and Russian press. The newspapers, Turkestanskie
Eparkhialnye Vedomosti and Sirat-1 Mustakim contain detailed information about the damage caused by the earthquake
and the anguish of the earthquake victims. Therefore, this research focuses on the impact of the 1911 Kebin earthquake
on the people living in Turkestan and the relief campaigns launched for the earthquake victims.

Keywords: Kebin earthquake, Verniy, Chon-Kemin, Semirechenskaya Region, the Ottoman press, the Russian press,
Swrat-1 Mustakim, Turkestanskie Eparkhialnye Vedomosti, the relief campaign, the earthquake victims.

COIIUMAJBHBIN ACHEKT KEBMHCKOI'O 3EMJIETPSICEHUS 1911 TOJIA B
OCMAHCKOM 1 POCCUMCKOM IMPECCE

Annomayus

4 aneaps 1911 2. 6 Cemupeuenckou obracmu npousoutno semiempscenue cunou 8,0/8,2 oanna. Snuyenmp Kebunckoeo
3emaempsiceHust pacnonazancs 8 donunax pex Yon-Kemun, Yunuk, Yon-Axcy u na nobepeacve Uccwik-Kyns. Ha cecoonsumuii
Odenb 2eonocu npogenu MHodcecmeo ucciedosanuil Kebunckoeo szemnempscenus. OOHAKO UCCNE008AHUT COYUATLHOZO
acnexma Kebunckoeo semuempscenus Hemno2o. Ecmo MHO20 2azem, JHCypHALO8 U TUMEPAMYPHBIX UCTIOYHUKOE O COYUATbHBIX
nocrneocmeusix Kebuncxoeo semiempscenus. HAcHo maroce, umo 3emiempscenue wupoko oceeuanocb ¢ Ocmanckou u
Pycckoui npecce. I'azemor « Typrecmanckue enapxuanviuie geoomocmuy u « Cupam-u Mycmaxumy» cooepoicam noopooHyo
ungopmayuro 0 paspyuenusx, NPULUHEHHbIX 3eMACMPCEHUEM, U CMPAOAHUAX NOCmpadasuiux om semiempscenust. [losmomy
dannoe uccrnedoganue cocpedomoyeno na enusnuu Keounckozo semnempscenus 1911 2oda ma aodeil, npoxcusaowux 6
Typrecmane, u KAMRAHUAX NO OKA3AHUIO NOMOWU NOCMPAOAGULUM O 3eMAEMPSICEHUSL.

Knrouesvie cnosa: Kebunckoe semnempscenue, Bepnuiii, Yon-Kemun, Cemupeuenckaa obracms, ocmauckas npeccd,
poccuiickas npecca, Cupam-u mycmaxum, Typkecmanckue enapxuaibHvle 8e00MOCU, KAMNAHUS NOMOWU, Nocmpaodsuiue
om 3emuempacenus.

1911-KBIVIIAT'BI KEBUH )KEP TUTUPOOCYHYH OCMOH KAHA OPYC
BACMAJIAPBIHIATI'BI COHNUAJIABIK ACIIEKTH

Kovickaua mazmyny

4-aneape 1911-oceiner Cemupeuenckas obnacmeinoa kyuy 8,0/8,2 bannea swcemken scep mumupee 6oneon. Keouwn
orcep mumupeonyr ouo2y Yow-Kemun, Yunux, Yony-Axcyy epeendepyrnoe scana blcvik-Kenoywn ocaszeunoe smcatieauikan.
HKep mumupoeenep OowoHua 2eon0200p OYeYHKY KYHe6 HeluH KONMO2OH U3UL0e6noply xHcypey3yulkeH. bupok, Keouw
Jrcep MUMUPOOHYH COYUANObIK acnekmuiepu 0olonua uzundeoaop as. Kebum oicep mumupoonyn Koomeo muticuzeeH
maacupu myypauyy Kenme2eeH 2e3um-jcypuanioap, adaduil oyrakmap oap. Kep mumupeenyn Ocmon scana Opyc bacma
CO3YHOO KEeHUPU Ha2blaoblpblicanbl 0a anvik. « Typkecmanckue enapxuaiviule geoomocmuy dtcana « Cupam-u Mycmaxumy
2ezummepunoe Jcep MUMUPOOHYH KeIMUp2en 3blaHbl HCAHA JHcep MUMUPOOOOH HCADBLIPKALAHOAPObIH KAUSbI-MYHY MYYPALYY
Kenupu maanvivammap 6ap. Owonoykman 6yn usundeede 1911-scvinoazer Keoun owcep mumupoeenyn Typkcmarnoa
Jrcawazan dnee muieuzeer maacupu Heana dKHeep mumupooOoH JHana Yekkenoepee aumanean Hcapoam KaMnaHusiIapblia
bacwvlm dcacanean.

Tyiaynoyy cesoep: Kebun scep mumupee, Bephouii, Yon-Kemun, JKemupeuenckas obracmol, ocmMon 6acmacwl, opyc
oacmacel, Cupam-u Mycmakum, Typxecmanckue Enapxuanvnvie Beoomocmu, srcapoam KamMnanuscsl, scep mumupoooon
Jrcadbviprazanoap.
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The Semirechenskaya region can be divided into different
regions according to its surface structure: mountainous and
dry steppe. In this region, the main cause of earthquakes are
subsidence or displacement that occurs in the Tian-Shan
Mountain. It can be said that the Tian-Shan Mountain in
the mountainous part of the Semirechenskaya region is the
main source of earthquake [11, s. 32]. Several devastating
earthquakes occurred in the Semirechye region in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. It can be said that there were
strong earthquakes between Issyk-Kul and Verniy (Almaty),
such as a magnitude 9.0 quake in Belovodskoye on August 3,
1885, a magnitude 9.0 quake in Verniy on July 9, 1887 and
a magnitude 8.0 quake in Kebin on January 4, 1911 [10, s.
33]. The earthquake was so strong that the tremor was felt in
Novaya Bukhara (Kogon), Kokand, Zharkent and Tashkent.
In addition seismometers were damaged by the strong

earthquake shaking [14(2), s.40].

Immediately after the earthquake became known,
the Russian government commissioned Karl Ivanovich
Bogdanovich to investigate the Semirechye region. After the
earthquake, Bogdanovich arrived in the Semirechye region.
Bogdanovich invited D. I. Mushketov and 1. M. Kark, who were
local engineers working in Turkestan, to observe the area to
determine the magnitude of the earthquake. B. Korolkov was
summoned by Alexander Vasilyevich Samsonov, the military
governor of Turkestan, In addition, Kovalevskiy and Nalivkin,
students of the Mining Institute, joined the research group.
Bogdanovich and his colleagues immediately began surveying
the area that was the epicenter of the earthquake. In April and
May, they observed that the area between the Chilik (Shilik)
River and Chuy (Shu) River, and from Verniy to Issyk-Kul.
[8,s.331-334].
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Figure 1: The Epicenter of the Kebin Earthquake.
[8, s. 420]

The Kebin earthquake was reflected in detail in the
newspaper Turkestanskie Eparkhialnye Vedomosti. The
letter of priest A. Minulin was published in the first issue of
the newspaper in 1911. According to the priest A. Minulin,
the quake occurred at 4:40 in the morning and the residents
of Verniy frantically ran into the street in their night clothes.
He also added that at that time no one could have predicted
the damage of the earthquake, as many of them were very
scared. And A. Minulin in his letter told in detail how the
houses in Verniy collapsed and went on to say that the
Patriarch of Verniy came to the cathedral and then left from
there to visit the victims for moral support [14(1), s. 9-11].
On January 11, 1911, Alexander Vasilyevich Samsonov from
Tashkent came to Verniy and visited the earthquake-stricken
area [14(2), s. 41-42].

The second news about the earthquake, published by
Turkestanskie Eparkhialnye Vedomosti stated that aftershocks
of magnitude 4 and 6 in December. But the quakes peaked

in early-January. On the first day of the New Year, when
the people gathered to pray in the church, an earthquake of
magnitude 6.0 occurred. They all panicked, were even afraid.
And suddenly they left the church. At home, they could not
sleep because of their worries. Hundreds of men, women
and children wrapped in blankets were shivering in sub-
zero temperatures. Moreover, reports reached the newspaper
that women penetrated through the destroyed buildings of
the city and the people got a nervous shock. On the night of
January 2nd, they were frightened because there were more
aftershocks. As a result, many people slept in their courtyard
or yurt (the nomads' goat-hair tents). Some of them left their
houses and started to go to safe places. On January 13, A. .
Karneev, a mining engineer, held a conference in order to
inform people. He warned that "aftershocks can be repeated
until spring but do not panic and keep you calm". But his call
made them even more worried [14(2), s. 37-40].

In the third issue of Turkestanskie Eparkhialnye
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Vedomosti letters of priests G. Tikhonravov and Alexander
Skalsky were published. Both mentioned in their letters
that people gathered in churches to pray, but they were very
frightened because of the aftershocks and many of the people
were mourning the loss of loved ones. According to the
newspaper, the Ascension/Zenkov Cathedral in the Bolshaya
Almatinskaya was also badly damaged in the January 1911
earthquake, and Malenkaya Almatinka also suffred extensive
damage from the earthquake. Taranchians who lived in the
village near Malenkaya Almatinka felt the earthquake very
strongly. Almost hundreds of victims died when the roofs of
their houses collapsed. Many people buried their children,
spouses, flancés or relatives in the earthquake. But instead
of helping each other, Taranchians preferred to wait for the
Russians to come. A village guard saved his wife and two
children with the help of a Kyrgyz and his house owner, but
his one of children died under the roof [14(3), s. 77-84].

On January 9, 1911, before a prayer of thanksgiving in
the cathedral, the Bishop of Turkestan announced that the

Russian royal family would provide financial assistance for
the recovery of those affected by the earthquake [14(2), s.
33]. The Russian government cared for the victims of the
earthquake. This approach was particularly important in
establishing a social bond between the Russian government
and Muslims. One motivation for the people of Turkestan
was to know that the Russian government and researchers
were taking all precautions. Also, it was very important to
know that they were putting their heart and soul into saving
the victims. Tsarina Alexandra Feodorovna took the lead to
help victims of the earthquake and then launched a relief
campaign throughout Russia. For the campaign, Alexandra
Feodorovna donated 10,000 rubles and Tsar Nicholas II
(1894-1917) also donated 50,000 rubles. Maria Feodorovna,
mother of Nicholas II, also supported the campaign and sent
15,000 rubles through the Russian Red Cross [14(2), s. 40-41].
The Relief Commission, consisting of priests and volunteers,
visited the earthquake victims and tried to determine their
needs and the damage caused by the earthquake [14(3), s.
84-85].
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Figure 2: A Photo of the Kebin Earthquake

The Ottoman government organized two different relief
campaigns to help the earthquake victims in Turkestan. The
first of these was initiated by the leader of the Bab-1 Mesihat,
Seyhiilislam (Shaykh al-Islam) Musa Kazim Efendi. The
second relief campaign was carried out by Sirat-1 Miistakim
magazine. In addition to the relief campaign for the earthquake
victims, it was decided to organize a conference to send the
proceeds to the earthquake victims [3 (150/76/2)]. Different
types of tickets were prepared for those who wanted to make
a donation to the relief campaign [4]. And the proceeds from
the tickets were sent to the commission in Bab-1 Mesihat [4
(3889/291634/2)]. Ottoman Sultan Mehmed Resad donated

[9, s. 30]

10,000 kurush for the relief campaign [3(150/78)]. To the
commission, 1,321 kurush were sent by the officers working
in the Sublime Porte [4 (3889/291634/3); 4(3889/291634/1)].

Likewise, the Muslims living in Bulgaria donated
money for the earthquake victims through the Embassy of
the Ottoman Empire in Sofia, Vidin and Ruse [5(852/49/3);
5(372/91); 5(624/14/2)]. Bab-1 Mesihat forwarded donation
tickets to the Embassy of the Ottoman Empire in England in
order to extend the relief campaign to a wide range of people
[6(650/12/10)]. The Ministry of Education, called Maarif-i
Umamiye Nezareti, also sent an official letter for donation
to the educational institutions in Istanbul. The students and
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officers of the most famous educational institutions of Istanbul
such as Dariilfiiniin and Dartilmuallimin participated in the
campaign by buying a large amount of tickets [7(1168/1);
7(1168/39/1); 7(1168/39/2); 7(1168/39/3)].

In the Sirat-1 Miistakim magazine was published a series
of the news about the earthquake called Asya-y1 Vusta
Felaketzedegani lane Defteri (I-XI ). As highlighted earlier
a campaign was launched by the administrators of magazine.
As part of this campaign, the list of people sending money to
Turkestan was published in these news series. According to
the magazine, the Russian royal family sent 50,000 rubles for
the victims in Turkestan. And it was reported that the aid was
sent from all over Russia [1(5/125), s. 352]. And magazine
emphasized that the Russian Press published many news
about the earthquake in Kebin. In contrast, magazine blamed
the Ottoman Press of indifference [1(5/126), s. 368].

According to the Teartif-i Miislimin magazine, Muhammed
Safa Bayazitov, the spiritual leader of the Muslims of Russia,
launched a campaign for the earthquake victims in Turkestan.
The worst effect of this disaster was on people. Because they
went to sleep and in the morning, they lost their family,
their house or their cows and goats. In the earthquake it was
estimated that thousands of people died or were injured.
In addition thousands of houses were destroyed in large
parts of a number of mid-sized cities [12(2/31), s.109]. The
administrators of Teariif-i Miislimin magazine made an
important appeal to the public, asking everyone to help the
earthquake victims in Turkestan. The Ottomans felt that they
had a responsibility to help the victims who were hungry and
homeless. In particular, they believed that all Muslims living
in the Ottoman Empire must take into account the historical
background of cultural and religious communication between
the Ottoman Empire and the Khanates of Turkestan [12(2/32),
s.127]. Many parts of the Ottoman society, which consisted
of doctors, teachers and students impressively supported
the relief campaign of the Sirat-1 Miistakim magazine. The
cadets trained in Berlin also eagerly participated this campaign
[1(5/127),5.384; 1(6/132), s. 32; 1(6/136), s. 96; 1(6/143), s.
208; 1(6/139), s. 144].

Looking at the list of names published in Sirat-1 Miistakim,
it seems that the Ottoman soldiers and cadets made the most
donations to the relief campaign [1(6/131), s. 16]. However,
Kirim Talebe Cemiyeti organized a conference for the
victims and Yusuf Ak¢ura (Ocyd XacanoBuu Axdypun),
one of the authors of Sirat-1 Miistakim and Musa Asim
Efendi, member of parliament, attended the conference. The
Fetva (Fatwa) of Musa Kazim Efendi was published in the
magazine of Sirat-1 Mustakim to draw attention to the relief
campaign [2(5/128), s. 397-400]. The residents of Odemis
(Izmir) also collected money among themselves and Mufti
of Odemis sent it to the magazine with a letter on behalf of
the Odemis People [1(5/129), s. 414-416]. Moreover, money
was sent not only from Malazgirt (Mus), Kosovo and Skopje,
but also from the association founded by Russian Muslim,
called Mekke-i Miikerreme Rusyalu Islam Talebesi Ilmiye
Cemiyeti [1(6/137), s. 112].

In this article has discussed the social aspect of the 1911
Kebin. As can be seen, the Kebin earthquake deeply affected
the people of Turkestan. The damage to the Kebin earthquake
was tried to be overcome with the help of the Russian royal
family and the organization of the Orthodox Church in
Turkestan. The Ottomans, who had sociocultural ties with
the Muslims of Turkestan, also supported the earthquake

victims by participating in the relief campaign.
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