YK 80/81
KANG XIAOMING
Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, China
KAHI' CAOMUHI
KOP Tynoyx 6amulut nedazokuxa yHusepcumemu,
Janvuocoy, aucy, Keimaii On Pecnybauxacol
KAHI' CAOMUHTI
Cesepo-3anadnuiii nedazoeuieckuii yHugepcumenm,
Janvuocoy, I'ancy, Kumaiickas Hapoonas Pecnybonuxa

STUDY ON THE ADVERBS OF DEGREE “TAI” “HEN” AND THE SENTENCE PATTERN
“TAL..... HEN” IN DUNGAN LANGUAGE

JyHran TWIMHAETH Japaka TaKToo4 “13” *

XBbIH” JKaHA “T3...XbIH” CYHJI6M MOJAENIePHH TAJI100
AHanu3 MojeJieil NpelJ10KeHHIi CTelleHHbIX HAPpeYHii «T3» «XbIH » M «T3...XbIH» B JYHTAHCKOM
sI3bIKE

Abstract: Dungan dialect is an extraterritorial variant of modern Chinese northwest dialect.
Compared with the latter, the degree adverb system and sentence pattern that expressing degreeof the
former are slightly monotonous in Dungan language for only " Tai, Hen, Shen, Ken, Zui " and sentence
pattern " Tai...Hen " are commonly used.This paper collects the relevant expressions of Dungan
literature works such as novels, poems, fablesand Gujin'er. It is found that degree adverbs " Tai " and "
Hen " and the sentence pattern " Tai...Hen "are most frequently used and special in Dungan, therefore,
their characteristics are briefly introduced.

Annomayusn: Jlynean munu Oya-3amanban Kelmai MUIUHUH MYHOYK-Oamblul OUAIeKMUHUH
IKCeppumopuanobix 6apuaHmol. J{yHean muiuHoe 0apaxca makmoo4mopoyH CUCMeMACbl JHCaHA
oapaxcarnvl OULOUPeeH Kon Ke30euyyuy Cyuiom opmarapvinan "ma, xviH, weiH, kbin" acana "mo...xvin"
Oezen mypaoepy bap. byn maxanrada agmop OyHeaHOApObIH aneeme, NOI3UL, HCOMOK CbIAKMYY adabuil
YUbL2APMATIAPBIHOASL MUEWENYY CYULOM MOOeN0EPUH HCIUHAKMAN AMai2aH 6326401yK DOIOHYA KblCKaYd
mandoo dxrcacatim.

Annomayusn: J[yHeaucKulli SA3bIK-2MO0 IKCMEPPUMOPUATbHBIL  B8APUAHI  CE8ePO-3aNAOHO20
ouanexma COBPEMEHHO20 kumatickozo sasvika. Ilo cpasHeruro ¢ I’ZOC]le()HI/LM, cucmema Hapetmﬁ cmenenelul
U CMeneHsb BoblpadiCeHUsl nepeoco HEMHO20 00H006pa3Hbl. Haubonee uacmo ynompe6ﬂﬂeﬂ4bmu SABIAIOMCA
((TS, XblH, UWbBIH, KblH U M3...XblH»., U m.0 . B omou cmamove CO6paHbl coomeemcmeyrowue 8blpadsiCeEHUAL 6
JIUMEPAMYPHBIX NPOU3BEOCHUAX OYH2AHCKO20 A3bIKA, MAKUe KaK POMAHbL, CIMUXU, CKA3KU, U 0OHAPYIHCEHO,
umo «may, «XblH» U «M3I ... XbIH)» YACHMO UCNOJAb3YIOMCA U OMHOCUMENbHO OCO6€HHble, nosmomy mbul
Kpamxo npeocmasum ux Xapaxmepucmuxu.
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1.Introduction. In 1924, the descendants of the Hui people who came from Shaanxi and Gansu
Provinces and settled down in Central Asia in the late Qing Dynasty were designated as the “Dungan
people” by the Soviet Union government during the process of nationality identification and demarcation.
In 1937, Dungan Orthography Plan by Yu.YangShan was included in Dungan Orthography Problems,
setting a precedent for the study on Dungan language.

Since then, lots of scholars such as A.A. Dragunov, E.D. Polyvanov, L.V.Sherba wrote
monographs introducing Dungan language. Among them, A.A. Dragunov’s paper Study on the Grammar
of Dungan Language has made wonderful contributions to studies on Dungan language.

After the 1950s, studies on Dungan language has achieved remarkable results. Lots of
masterpieces like Concise Grammar of Dungan Language (1957), Outline of the Morphology of Dungan
Language (1982), Outline of the Syntax of Dungan Language (1987). ), Types of Dungan Language
(1977) were completed successively. In recent years, domestic studies on Dungan language have also
made considerable progress.



It is shown that studies on Dungan language mainly attach importance to macro aspects, such as
phonetics, vocabulary, and grammar, but rarely involve a specific grammar point. By reading the literary
works in Dungan language, including novels, poems, folk tales by some famous Dungan writers, the
author found that different from dialects in northwest China, which have complicated systems of adverbs
of degree and sentence patterns, Dungan language has been natively monotonous system. The adverbs of
degree “tai”, “hen” and the sentence pattern “Tai...hen” are the most commonly used and representative.
Therefore, this paper laid stress on the analysis of the characteristics of them.

2.Adverb of degree “Tai”. In Dungan language, “tai” is one of the most commonly used adverb of

degree. It is used in the following forms:
(1) Tai +adj./v.+(n.)
The flowers are in full bloom. However, the weather is too cold outside.
(Xyap xka1¢ T3 *KYH, BITY T3 JIbIH.)
The flowers are so beautiful.
(OKpIrel Xyap K311 T3 X0 KaH.)
He is a very dutiful son. It is of great difficulty to work as an examiner.
(Op3bI T3 MIEYYH My4YHH, JKSHIIA )KBIHIANA XYO T3 HIH.)
(2) Tai +v. +v.
I’m full of criticism on you.
(Bo 1 méH o HA.)
It is seen from the above examples that the adverb of degree “tai” is used as an adverbial before
adjectives, verbs, or two verbs. Lin Tao (2012) pointed out that the adverb of degree “tai” indicates the
“highest degree”. Wang Sen (2000) elucidated that “tai” is often used in affirmative sentences. However,
we found the negative usage of it when collecting corpus. Examples are as follows:
I’m really not resigned to that, and bitterly regretted.
(T» Oy cymmH, T Xyxyii.)

3.Adverb of degree “Hen”. In Dungan language, the adverb of degree “hen” is less frequently used
than “tai”. Its usage is mainly as follows:
(1) adj. + de+ Hen
This spotted pigeon is very kind-hearted just like you.
(PKpITbl OHTIP JISIH HU HHEH, IIIBIHYOH XOJIH XbIH.)
(2) v. + de + adj. + de + Hen
They overemphasized the old rules because of that. Because he overemphasized the old rules.
(ﬁHHBH Hars 0a JI0 TYIKEO XKYa i KHH. )
(3) v. + n. +de+Hen
My master’s wife loves flower very much as well.
(Boau ChIHEH € HY Xyap/IH XbIH.)

It can be concluded from the above examples that when the adverb of degree“hen «functions as a
complement in the sentence patterns of “adj. + de+ hen” and “v. + de + adj. + de + hen”. Lin Tao (2012)
noted that “hen” shows a “higher degree”. In addition, it is worth mentioning that “hen” has two
distinctive usages when functions as an adverb of degree:

(4) Hen hen de + (ye) + negative word +adj./ v.
The water is very cold.

(Pu XbIHXBIHIH OY XK9.)

The rope is loosely fastened.

(IIBIH3BI XBIHXBIHAM MO 32 XO.)

The rice is far from ripe.

(103BI XBIHXBIHIHU € MO (Y.)

It is stated by Wang Sen (2001) that the degree shown by “hen hende” in Dungan language is
actually a combination of the degree of adverbs of “shen” and “hen”, indicating a slight negative tone,
and it is usually used before the negative word. There is also a sentence pattern of “hen hen de + ye
+negative word”.

(5) Hen + adj.

It is commonly believed that adverbs of degree can only be used to modify adjectives about
qualities, but not adjectives about condition. However, in Dungan language, the adverb of degree “hen”
can be used as a modifier for the adjectives about quality and those about conditions. It modifies the
adjectives of conditions in the following two ways:

(1) Hen + adj. in the AABB form



On the dark road, several people come early. They are making their way to somewhere in a hurry.

(Ma ma Xy X¥ WbIH JIY IIIOH, XHTd 30 TYOH. J[3/10 3y HATAP YMHH, XbIH XyOH XyOH MOH MOH.)

(2) Hen + adj. in the AAB de form

The house is really lively and hopping. Hearing the noise, | am writing.

(Pomu XybIH XYOUbIHM HH, YHCHIH JKOTHIHTHIH; YKOBIH XbIH JIaH XyaHXYaH/IH, BO )KbIH 3y CHIBBIH.)

The members are very dusty. A cloud of dust rose as they passed by just like that caused by the camels
running over this morning.

(TyaH yaH XbIH TY 30H30H/H , AyaHIIEH MIOHDY T'y0 .HHYYH JyOTYO IO IO YH , TY BOXa UKBIH JIyO.)

About the function of “hen” modifying the adjectives about conditions, the author looked up the
Modern Chinese Dialect Dictionary, and consulted the dialect scholars in northwest China’s Shaanxi,
Gansu Provinces and Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region. However, the function was not found. Therefore,
further researches are still needed to figure out whether this function had existed in the dialects in
northwest China and later disappeared, or it is the result of the Dungan language absorbing the
expressions in Russian, Turkic, Persian and Arabic.

In the above given sentences, “hen” all serve as an adverb of degree. In addition to that, it can
also be used to represent “an approximate number” and “a common situation” in Dungan language. There
are examples as follows:

Beside the alfalfa ground are several mulberries.

(Kosrxo3 My1ty 11 GOHTOHHU 5KOH JTU XbIH KU K3 COH (y.)

Waters don’t always go to pure so that fish swim. The world doesn’t go without a hitch so that people
live.

(Xo uym Oy XbIH YblaH YbIH, HUHITHI O FOpHH, L1IbI IIOH X0 Oy HbBIH 10H (aH, HUHIIGI 1O KBIHHH.)

In the above examples, “hen”indicates “an approximate number” and “a common situation”
respectively. The second function is still seen in the dialects in Gansu Province, but not in Mandarin. To
sum up, “hen” not only serves as an adverb of degreein Dungan language, expressing a “higher degree”,
but also has the functions shown in the last two examples.

4.The sentence pattern “Tai...hen”. In Dungan language, in addition to the adverbs of degree “tai”
and “hen”, the sentence pattern “tai...hen” is also used frequently to express the degree. Its function is
mainly as follows:
I love you so much.
(ba Hu BO HAMUXBIH. XKopaun.)
The fish is down-right delicious.
(KBITBI XyO O T MIEHIIH.)
It is highly unstable last night.
(Ho iin1 Bo1mM, T Oy aHHUHIM XBIH JIH.)

Different from the dialects in northwest China collocating “hen” after verbs or adjectives or using
“tai” before verbs or adjectives to indicate the degree, such as “mei de hen (wonderful)” and “taimei le
(so great beautiful), Dungan language has a unique expression through combining “tai” and “hen” to form
a sentence pattern of “tai...hen” which shows the “highest degree” and represents a structure of
“adverbial—adjective verb as head —complement”. The dialect scholars we consulted all said they had
never seen this function before. It is certainly true that the sentence pattern “tai...hen” is the outcome of
the exchanges between Dungan language and other languages, and its cause still needs further researches.

5.Conclusion. The characteristics of the adverbs of degree “tai” and “hen” and the sentence pattern
“tai...hen” in Dungan language can be summarized in three points. First, they all show a high degree, but
vary in “the level of degree”. Among them, “tai” and “tai...hen” both indicates the “highest degree”, and
“hen” represents a “higher degree”. Secondly, they all are frequently used in Dungan language, but the
frequency of “hen” is not as high as that of “tai” and “tai...hen”. In terms of their functions, “hen” can
also be used to indicate “an approximate number” and “a common situation”, except for being used as an
adverb of degree. Also, “tai” is usually used as an adverbial in a sentence, “hen” mainly serves as a
complement, and for the sentence pattern “tai...hen”, “tai” is an adverbial and “hen” is a complement. In
conclusion, they have similarities and differences as well and complement each other in functions,
forming a system that expresses degrees in Dungan language.

As an extraterritorial variant of the dialects in northwest China’s (Hu, 2002), Dungan language is
the living fossil of the dialects in the late Qing Dynasty, and a “mirror” reflecting today’s dialect in there
(Yang, 2018). Therefore, we should attach importance to Dungan language and conduct in-depth and
detailed researches on it.
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Expert comments:
This paper summarizes the characteristics of the degree adverbs "Tai" and "Hen" and the
sentence pattern "Tai...... hen" in Dungan language through comparing "Tai" and "Hen" and the
sentence pattern"Tai...... hen" in Dungan language with Shaanxi Gansu dialect. This paper
analyzes the characteristics with details, and the conclusion is credible, so we agree to publish it.
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