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SEMIOTIC MEANING OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS IN TELLING WEATHER

CEMHUOTHYECKOE OBO3HAUEHUE )KUBOTHBIX U PACTEHUI
IIPU YKA3AHUU HA ITIOTOAY

Annomanyusacer: byn maxanaoa ama-6adanapvlovi30blH JHCAHbLOAPAAPObIH HCAHA 6AK-0APaAKMapObIH
arcapoamvl MeHel aba-vlpativli OOHCOMONIO0N AUMKAHOAPLL MYYPALYY HCAZBLIObL.
Hezuzzu co300p; aba-vipaiivindazsbl KOPYHYUIMOP, CEMUOMUKATIK MAAHUCU, IHMOMOLO2US, Ce3-

CUYMuUK.

Almomauuﬂ: B omoti cmamsve pacemampuearomcst HapOdele npe()cms'auuﬂ o noeoae, C653dHHblE C
noeedeHuemM HCUBOMHbIX U HAOI0O0EHUEM HAO pacmenusimu.
Knrouegvie cnosa: ssnenue npu noeode, 3HA4YeHUe CeMUoOmuKu, 9HNMomMojocus, 4yecmeumeilb-

HOCNMb.

Abstract: This paper deals with the semiotic meanings which are given both to the appearance and
behavior of animals and plants influencing to the weather.
Key words: weather phenomena, semiotic meaning, entomology, sensibility.

People from different cultural backgrounds
worldwide look at the elements of nature as
significant signals to predict a great range of
situations. The behavior of animals and the
appearance or characteristics of plants has guided
the first observations and deductions human beings
have had about the weather and other day-to-day
and white ants as indicators of the arrival of rains,
while in the northeast of Tanzania the changes in the
behavioral patterns of birds, insects and mammals
are important sign (Prendergast 1999) . In Japan,
the names of invertebrates are used metaphorically
as synonymous of the seasons. Different names of
arthropods, such as flea, housefly, mosquito, firefly,
spider, and cicada are meant to be synonymous of
summer (Dunn 2000).

Traditional knowledge about sensibility of
animal species to the approach of bad or good times
has been handed down by word of mouth throughout
generations. It is very probable that a meteorological-
sensibility allows certain animals to react to
atmospheric variations and then indicate important
weather phenomena. Insects serve as crucial
examples in the listening of these phenomena.

In this paper I want to share how our ancestor
knew about the weather. By behavior and appearance
of animals and plants they told what kind of weather
is going to be.

The science of semiotics refers to the study
of signs and symbols in various fields, especially

language (Thompson 1995) . Considering animals,
their images and transmitted signals are frequently
transformed into perceived meaningful sign sand
then can be investigated through a semiotic approach.
The semiotic significance of animals was studied
by Marques (2002) from the point of view of the
ethno ecology who said the semiotic approach
assumes that the cultural/informational web is
formed by intermingling not only the knowledge
which is generated through the direct interactions
between human experience and the stimuli of the
environment, but also the feelings, beliefs and
behaviors that human beings express.

The present paper aims to record the semiotic
meanings that are given both to the appearance
and/ or behavior of animals and birds and plants
according to the ethno entomological knowledge of
the inhabitants of Kyrgyzstan.

Here some examples:

When apple tree bloomed in August again,
autumn will be long.

When the wind blows the tree leaves such that
they turn over there is a storm approaching. [Tepe-
Box: Korna Betep nmyer Tak, 4TO JIUCThS JCPEBBEB
NIEPEeBOPAYNBAIOTCS, — IPUOIMKACTCS ITOPM.

When the leaves on a tree curl or show the under-
side it is going to rain. I1lepesod: Koeoa nucmes na
oepege CKpyuuBamvCsl Ul NOKA3bI8AI0M HUICHIOIO
CMOPOHY, 3M0 codupaemcsi 00H#cOb.

When the rowan tree has a lot of berries in the
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autumn there will be not much snow the following
winter — and the opposite way, very much snow after
an autumn with no rowanberries.

BIRDS — npumeTs! 110 niTUiam

e Ifcrows fly low wind is going to blow (will blow
meaning) . [lepegod: 60poHbl HUZKO 1emarom — K
gempenoil nozooe.

e Ifthe goose honks high, fair weather; if the goose
honks low, foul weather. Ilepesoo: Ecau eycu
KpUu4am pomKo — K ACHOU no2ooe, a eciu muxo
— K Henozooe.

¢ Birds flying low, expect rain and a blow. /7epesoo:
NMUYbL HUZKO JIeMaiom — dcoume 00x4cob ¢ 2po-
301i.

o Ifthelark flies high, expect fair weather. /Zepesoo:
eciu HCABOPOHOK JIemaem 8blCOKO, MO 0HCUOAT-
me XopoutLyio no2ooy.

e If'the rooster crows on going to bed, you may rise
with a watery head. Ilepesod. eciu ycaviwmanu
neuue nemyxa nepeo CHOM, MO NPOCHEMECh C
“maoicecmoio” 6 2onose.

e If the raven crows, expect rain. Ilepesoo: eciu
BOPOH KaApKaem — HCOU 00HCOsL.

e When geese cackle, it will rain. /lepesod. ecau
2ycu 20204ym — K 00HCOH0.

e When ducks quack loudly, it's a sign of
rain. [1epegod: ymku epoMKo KpAKaiom — 3mo
NPUBHAK O0HCO5L.

e The hooting of the owl brings rain. /7epesoo:
co8a yxaem — K 00XHCOI0.

e If the sparrow makes a lot of noise, rain will
follow. Ilepesoo: eciu sopobeii mHO2O wiymum,
mo 6yoem 00x4cOb.

e  When parrots whistle, expect rain. /1epesoo: koe-
0a nonyzaii Haceucmvigaem, Hcoume 00HcOb.

INSECTS — npumeTsI 10 HaCEKOMBIM

e Crickets are accurate thermometers; they chirp
faster when warm and slower when cold.

e Cockroaches are more active before a storm.

e Locusts sing when the air is hot and dry.

e Before a rain, ants are very busy, gnats bite,
crickets are lively, spiders leave their nest; and
flies gather in houses.

e When spider’s webs in air do fly, the spell will
soon be very dry.

e I[f garden spiders forsake their webs, it indicates
rain.

e Ifspiders are many and spinning their webs, the
spell will soon be very dry.

Spiders enlarge and repair their webs before bad
weather.

ANIMALS — npuMeTsI 10 KMBOTHBIM

When a cow endeavors to scratch his ear, it means
a rain shower is verynear. When he thumps his
ribs with an angry tail, look out for thunder,
lightning and hail.

If a dog pulls his feet up high while walking, a
change in the weather is coming.

Cats scratch a post before wind; Wash their faces
before a rain; and sit with backs to the fire before
SNow.

Cats with their tails up and hair apparently elec-
trified indicate approaching wind.

Horses run fast before a violent storm or before
windy conditions.

Pigs gather leaves and straw before a storm.

If the bull leads the cows to pasture, expect rain;
if the cows precede the bull, the weather will be
uncertain.

REPTILES/AMPHIBIANS — npumeTsl 1o

3eMHOBOTHBIM

The louder the frog, the more the rain. /7epesoo.
Ecau nazywku xeakaiom epomxo, 6yoem
000COb.

If frogs make a noise during cold rain, warm
dry weather will follow. I1lepegoo. Jlacywxu
K8AKAOmM 60 8peMs X0N00H020 00240 — K
mennou cyxou nozooe.

PLANTS/TREES — npumeTsl 1o pacTeHUsM,

JIEPEBBSIM, LIBETAM
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Open crocus, warm weather. Closed crocus, cold
weather. Ilepesod: Kpokycvl omkpwiiuce — K
mennou no2ooe, eciiu 3aKpbLiUCh — K X0100).
Tulips open their blossoms when the tem-
perature rises; they close again when the tem-
perature falls. Ilepesod. Koeoa memnepamypa
NOOHUMAEMCs, MIOTbNANbL OMKPLIBAION YGEMbl,
U CHOBA 3AKpbIBAIOM, eCclu memnepamypa
naoaem.

The daisy shuts its eye before rain. Ilepegoo:
Ileped dooicoem pomawuka 3aKpvléaemcsi.

If the marigold should open at six or seven in the
morning and not close until four in the afternoon,
we may reckon on settled weather. /7epegoo:
o200y modcHO cuumams yCmoasuwieucs, eciu
HO20MKU PACKPbIAU OYMOHbL 8 WeCmb UNU CeMb
4aco8 ympa, a 3aKpoliu 00 4emvlpex 4acos OHs.
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Flowers smell best just before a rain. Ilepesoo.
Henocpeocmeenno neped 0oocoem yeemul
naxuym Jayuude.

Dandelion blossoms close before arain. //epesoo:
Ileped Oooxcdem ysemwvl 00y8aAHUUKA
3aKpbIBAIOMCAL.

When the milkweed closes its pod, expect
rain. Ilepe6od: Ecau monouaii 3akpvieaem
CMPIOYOK — odcuoatime 004cOb.

The pitcher plant opens wider before a
rain. Ilepesoo. Ecau cappayenus (pitcher plant
— nep. pacmenue Ky8uiliibl) OMKPbIIACH Wupe,
mo 6ydem 00#cOb.

Chickweeds close their leaves before a
rain. Ilepe6od: 3eez0uamku neped 00xcoem
3aKpbIBAIOM CE80U NUCTBAL.

BIRDS

If the goose honks high, fair weather; if the goose
honks low, foul weather.

Birds flying low, expect rain and a blow.

If the lark flies high, expect fair weather.

If the rooster crows on going to bed, you may
rise with a watery head.

If the raven crows, expect rain.

When geese cackle, it will rain.

When ducks quack loudly, it’s a sign of rain.
The hooting of the owl brings rain.

If the sparrow makes a lot of noise, rain will fol-
low.

When parrots whistle, expect rain.

INSECTS

Crickets are accurate thermometers; they chirp
faster when warm and slower when cold.
Cockroaches are more active before a storm.
Locusts sing when the air is hot and dry.
Before a rain, ants are very busy, gnats bite,
crickets are lively, spiders leave their nest; and
flies gather in houses

When spider’s webs in air do fly, the spell will
soon be very dry.

If garden spiders forsake their webs, it indicates
rain.

If spiders are many and spinning their webs, the
spell will soon be very dry.

Spiders enlarge and repair their webs before bad
weather.

MAMMALS
When a cow endeavors to scratch his ear, it means
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a rain shower is very near. When he thumps his
ribs with an angry tail, look out for thunder,
lightning and hail.

If a dog pulls his feet up high while walking, a
change in the weather is coming.

Cats scratch a post before wind; Wash their faces
before a rain; and sit with backs to the fire before
SNOW.

Cats with their tails up and hair apparently elec-
trified indicate approaching wind.

Horses run fast before a violent storm or before
windy conditions.

Pigs gather leaves and straw before a storm.

If the bull leads the cows to pasture, expect rain;
if the cows precede the bull, the weather will be
uncertain. REPTILES/AMPHIBIANS

The louder the frog, the more the rain.

If frogs make a noise during cold rain, warm dry
weather will follow.

PLANTS/TREES

Open crocus, warm weather. Closed crocus,
cold weather. Tulips open their blossoms when
the temperature rises; they close again when the
temperature falls.

The daisy shuts its eye before rain.

If the marigold should open at six or seven in the
morning and not close until four in the afternoon,
we may reckon on settled weather.

Flowers smell best just before a rain.
Dandelion blossoms close before a rain.

When the milkweed closes its pod, expect rain.
The pitcher plant opens wider before a rain.
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